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1 HAVE a wife that keeps good company. You know ; 


— 


on 
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that the word good varies its meaning according to the 
value ſet upon different qualities and different places. To 
be a good man in a college, is to be learned; in a camp, 
to be brave; and in the city, to be rich. By good com- 
pany, in the place which I have the misfortune to inhabit, 
we underſtand not only thoſe from whom any gœod can 
be learned, whetherwiſdom or virtue; or by whom any _ 
good can be conferred, whether profit or reputation. God 
company is the company of thoſe whoſe birth is high, 


and whole riches are great, or © 
noble admit to familiarity, - 


I am a gentle 


man of a fortune by no 


f thoſe whom the rich and 


means exuberant, . 


but more than equal to the wants of my family, and for 
ſome years equal to our defires. My wife, who had ne- 
ver been accuſtomed to ſplendour, joined her endeavours 
to mine in the ſuperintendence of our ceconemy ; we lived 
in decent plenty, and were not excluded from moderate 


- 


pleaſures. 


But ſlight cauſes produce great effects. All my happi- 
nels has been deſtroyed by change of place; virtue is too 
often merely local; in ſome ſituations the air diſcaſes the 
body, and in others peiſons the mind. Being obliged to 


removè my hab 


1 8 1 


itaticn, I was led by my evil geni 


us to a 
ane 


fo \ . fhe had once OR" two houſes of ſhe was 


„„ THE IDLER, | 


convenient houſe in a ſtreet where many of the nobility 
reſide. We had ſcarcely ranged our furniture, and aired 
our rooms, when my wife began to grow diſcontented, 
and to wonder what the neighbours would think when 
they ſaw ſo few chairs and chariots at her door. 
Her acquaintance who came to ſee her from the quar- 

ter that we had left, mortified her without deſign, by con- 

tinual enquiries about the ladies whoſe hovſes they viewed 
from our windows. She was aſhamed to confeſs that ſhe 
had no intercourſe with them, and ſheltered her diftreſs 

under general anſwers, which always tended to raiſe ſuſ- 
picion that ſhe knew more than ſhe would tell; but ſhe 
was often reduced to difficulties, when the courſe of talk 
introduced queſtions about the furniture or ornaments of 
their houſes, which, when ſhe could get no intelligence, 
the was forced to aſs ſlightly over, as things which, ſhe 
ſaw ſo often that ſhe never minded them. 


To all theſe vexations ſhe was reſolved to put an end, 


and redoubled her viſits to thoſe few of her friends, who 
viſited thoſe who kept good company; and, if ever ſhe 
met a lady of quality, forced 1 7 into notice by reſpect 
and aſſiduity. Her advances were generally neglected; 
and ſhe heard them, as they went down ſtairs, talk how 
ſome ereatures put themſelves forward. 

She was not diſcouraged; but erept forward from one 
to another; and, as perſeverance will do great things, ſap- 
ped her way unperceived, till, unexpectedly, ſhe appeared 
at the card-table of Lady Biddy Porpoiſe, a lethargick vir- 
gin of ſeventy-ſix, whom all the families in the next ſquare 

_ viſited very punctually when the was not at home. 

This was the firſt ſtep of that elevation to which my 
wife has ſince aſcended. For five months ſhe had no 
name in her mouth but that of Lady Biddy, who, let the 
world ſay what it would, had a five underſtanding, and 
ſuch a command of her temper, that, whether ſhe won or 
loſt, the lept over her cards. 

At Lady Biddy's ſne met with Lady Tawdry, whoſe 
| h the gained by eſtimating her ear: rings, which were 
rem, at twice the value of real diamonds. .- When 
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whoſe 
1 were 
When 
le Was 


eaſily 


in the winter, for a ſale; every afternoon ſhe has viſits to 
pay, and every night brings an inviolable appointment, or 
an aſſembly in which the beſt company in the town were 
to appr.. 6 
Tou will eaſily imagine that much of my domeſtick 
company is withdrawn. I never ſee my wife but in the 


he 


hurry of preparation, or the languor of wearineſs. 00 


dreſs and to undreſs is almoſt her whole buſineſs in pri- 
vate; and the ſervants take advantage of r evo " 


* $ 


to increaſe expence. But I can ſopply her omi Bons by . | 


my own diligence, and ſhould not much regret this new 


* courſe of life, if it did nothing more than transfer to me 


the care of our accounts. The changes which it has 
made are more vexatious. My wife has no longer the 
ule of her underſtanding. She has no rule of action but 
the faſhion. She has no opinion but that of the people of 
quality. She has no language but the diale& of her own, 
ſet of company. She hates and admires in humble imi- 
tation; and echoes the word charming and deteftable with- 
out conſulting her own perceptions. | fa 
If for a few minutes we fit down together, the enter * 
taius me with the repartees of Lady Cackle, or the con- 55 
verſation of Lord Whiffler and Miſs Quick; and wonder 
to find me receiving with indifference ſayings which pur 
all the company into laughter. „„ Sora T FAD wha 
By her old friends the is no longer very willing to be 
ſeen, but ſhe muſt not rid herſelf of them all at once; and 
is ſometimes ſurprized by her beſt vifirants in company 
which ſhe would not thew, aud cannot hide; but from the 
moment that a counteſs enters, ſhe takes care neither to 
hear nor ſee them; they ſoon find themſelves neglected 


S 


and retire; and ſhe telis her ladyſhip that they are ſome- >.,- _ 


how related at a great diſtance, and that, as they are good 
ſort of people, ſhe cannot be rude to tem. Pg * 


As by this ambitious union with thoſe that are above 


her, ſhe is always forced upon diſadvantageous compari- 
ſons of her conditioꝝ with theirs, ſhe has a conſtant ſource 


5 2 


\ 
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| eafily admitted into more, and in ten weeks had all her 
time anticipated by parties and engagements. | Every 
morning ſhe is beſpoke, in the ſummer, for the gardens; - 


3 . THE IDLER. 
of miſery within; and never returns from glitteripg aſ- 
ſemblies and magnificent apartments bur ſhe growls out 
her diſcontent, and wonders why ſhe was doomed to ſo 
indigent a ſtate. When ſhe attends the ducheſs ts a ſale, - 
. ſhe always fees ſomething that ſhe cannot buy; and, that 
ſhe may not. ſeem wholly inſignificant, ſhe will ſometimes 
venture to bid, and often makes acquiſitions. which ſhe- 
did not want at prices which ſhe cannot afford,  _ 
What adds to all this uneaſineſs is, that this expence is 
without uſe, and this vanity without honour; the forſakes 
houſes where ſhe might be courted, for thoſe where ſhe is 
only ſuffered ; her equals are daily made her enemies, and- 
her ſuperiors will never be her friends. 3 5 
e £55 2.5 ͤ Um BN, ene 
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ob have lately entertained your admirers with the 
* - caſt of an unfortunate huſband, and thereby given a 
demonſtrative proof you are not averſe even to hear ap- 
peals, and terminate differences between man and wife; 
therefore take the liberty to preſent you with the cafe of 
an injured lady, which, as it chiefly relates to what I think. 
the lawyers call a point of law, I ſhall do in as juridical a 
manner as I am capable, and ſubmit it to the conſideration 
of the learned gentlemen of that profeſſion. . 
Imprimis.” In the ſtyle of my marriage articles, a mar- 
riage was had and ſolemnized, about ſix months ago, 
between me and Mr. Savecharges, a gentleman poſſeſſcd 
of a plentiful fortune of his own, and one who, I was per- 


ſuaded, would improve, and not ſpend mine. | es 
Before our marriage Mr. Savecharges had all along 
preferred the ſalutary exerciſe of walking on foot, to the 
diſtempered. eaſe, as he terms it, of lolling in a chariot: 
but notwithſtanding his fine panegyricks on walking, the 
| FA a „ * 8 great 


* 
L « 


{pray mind 


egen advantages the infantry were in the ſole poſſeſſion. 
of, and the many dreadful dangers they eſcaped, he found 
I had very different notionggof an equipage, and was not 


eaſily to be converted, or gained over to his party. 


An equipage I was determined to have, whenever 1 

married. I too well knew rhe diſpoſition of my intended 
_ conſort, to leave the providing one entirely to his honour, 

and flatter myſelf Mr. Savecharges has, in the articles 


2 


made previous to our marriage, agreed to keep me a 


coach; but leſt I ſhould be miſtaken, or the 'attornies 


ſhould not have done me juſtice in methodizing or legal- 


izing theſe half dozen words, I will ſet about and tran- , 
ſcribe that part of the agreement, which will explain the 
matter to you much better than can be Jone by one who _ 


is ſo deeply intereſted in the event; and. ſhew on what 


foundation I build my hopes of being ſoon under the 
tranſporting, pg was denomination of a faſhionable la- 
ie exalted and much-envyied felicity of 


dy, who enjoys t 
bowling about in her own coach. „ 
And, further, the ſaid Solomon Sayecharges, for di- 


ry 


vers good cauſes and conſiderations him hereunto moy- 

* ing, hath agreed, and doth hereby agree, that the {aid _ 
Solomon Savecharges ſhall and will, fe foon as-conve- 
.< niently may be after the ſolemnization of the ſaid in- 


* tended marriage, at his own proper coſt and charges, 


find and provide * a certain vehicle or four-wheel car- | 


« riage, commonly called or known by the name of a 
% coach;” which ſaid vehicle or wheel-carriage, ſo call- 


© ed or known by the name of a coach, ſhall be uſed and 


enjoyed? by the faid Sukey Modiſh, tis intended wife,” 
manner as ſhe, the faid Sukey Modiſh, ſhall think fit 


and convenient. 


Such, Mr. Idler, is the ee my paſſionate 3 
w 


mirer' entered into; and 


at the © dear frugal huſpaud 
calls a performance of it remains to be deſcrived. Soon 
after the ceremony of ſigning znd ſealing was over, our 
wedding-cleaths being Hs the and; in ſhort, every 


thing in readineſs except the coach, my own ſhadow was 
{carce- more conſtant than my paſhonate lover in his at- 


2 3 tendanee 


at, Mr. Idler at ſuch times and in ſuch 
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tendance on me. Wearied by his perp Cr nds 
for what he called a completion of 


$ bliſs, I conſented to 


make him happy; in a few days I gave him my band, 


and, attended by Hymen in his ſaffron-robes, retired to a 


country-ſeat of my huſband's, where the honey-moon flew 


over our heads ere we had time to recolle& ourſelves, or 


think of our engagements in town. Well, to town we 


came, and you may be ſure, Sir, I expected to ſtep into 


my coach on my arrival here; but what was my ſurprize 


and diſappointment, when, inſtead of this, he began to 


4 


ſound in my ears, That the intereſt of money was low, 
very low; and what a terrible thing it was to be in- 


© cumbered with a little regiment of ſervants in theſe 
hard times!“ I could eaſily perceive what all this 
tended to, but would not ſeem to underſtand him; which 


* 


made it highly neceſſary for Mr. Savecharges to explain 


himſelf more intelligibly ; to harp upon and proteſt he 


dreaded the expence of keeping a coach. And, truly, for 


2 
2 


his part, he could not conceive how the pleaſure reſulting ' 


from ſuch a convenience could be any way adequate to the 


heavy expence attending it. I now thought it high time 


_ to ſpeak with equal plainneſs, and told him, as the for- 
tune I brought fairly entitled me to ride in my own coach, 


and as T was ſenſible his circumſtances would very well 


afford it, hg muſt pardon me if I infiſted on a perform- 


„ 


„ 


© fame.” . 


HE rk 


78 


uſe of part of the pin-money, than by cling my boun- 
ty towards the ſupport of fo uſeful a part of the brute crea- 


tion; yet, like a true- born Engliſhwoman, I am ſo tena- 


cious of my rights and privileges, and moreover ſo good 


a friend to the gentlemen of the law, that T, proteſt, Mr. 


Idler, fooner than tamely give up the point, and be quib- 


bled out of my right, I will receive my pin- money, as it 
were, with one hand, and pay it to them with the other; - 


provided they will give me, or, which-is the ſame thing, 


| 1 truſtees, encouragement to commence a ſuit bo. ens 


dear frugal huſband of mine. 


And df this I can't have the leaſt fradove of deube in- 
aſmuch as I have been told by very good authority, it is 


ſome way or other laid down as a rule, * That whenever 


the law doth give any thing to one, it giveth impliedly” 


horſes 


be enabled to move; yet in point of utility it may as 


« well have none, if they are not put in motion by means | 


of its. vital parts, that is, the horſes.” 


whatever is neceſſary for the taking and enjoying the 
Now I would gladly know what enjoyment I, 
or any lady i in the kindom, can have of a coach without 
The anſwer is obvious—None at all! For as 
Serj. Carlyne very wiſely obſerves, * Though a coach has 
© wheels, to the end it may thereby and by virtue thercof 


And therefore, Sir, I humbly hope you and the teaches 


in the law will be of opinion, that two certain animals, or 
quadru ed creatures, commonly called or Known by the: 
horſes, ought to be annexed to, and go along with X 


the ME 
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V5 the luer. To 


NI. Idler, SÞ 
I HAVE taken the liberty of 3 before you u com- 


plaint, and of deſiring advice or conſolation, with the 
ib confidence, becauſe 1 believe many other writers 


„„ '* Coke on Littleton. 
5 f have 


Suk EY SAVECHARGESs © 


* 


BY 8 x THE IDLER, 


have ſuffered the ſame indignities with myſelf, and hope 
my quarrel will be regarded by you and your readers as 
the common cauſe of literature, 

Having been long a ſtudent, I thought myſelf 3 5 
in time to become an author. My enquiries bave been 
much diverſiefid, and far extended; and not finding my 
genius directing me by irreſiſtible impulſe to any particu- 
lar ſubject, I deliberated three years which part of know- 

ledge to illuſtrate by my labours. Choice is more often 
determined by accident than by reaſon : I walked abroad 
one morning with a curieus lady, and by her enquiries 
aud obſervations was incited to write the natural hiſtory | 
of the county in which 1 reſide, 
By Natural hiſtory is no work for one that loves vis chair 
Wo a r his bed. Speculation may be purſued on a ſoft couch, 
but nature muſt be obſerved-in the open air, I have col- 
lected materials with indefatigable pertinacity. I have 
gathered glow-worms in the evening, and ſnails in the 
morning; I have ſeen the daiſy cloſe and open; : I have 
heard the owl ſhriek at midnight, and hunted inſeQts i in 
rhe heat of noon. . 
Seven years 1 was employed in collegting animals and | 
vegetables, and then found that my deſign was yet im- 
perfect. The ſubterranean treaſures of the place had 
been paſſed unobſerved, and another year was to be ſpeat 
in mines and coal-pits. What I had already done ſup- 
plied a ſufficient motive ta do more, I acquainted myſelf 
with the black inhabitants of metallic caverns, and in de- 
fiance of damps and floods, wandered through the gloomy. 
labyrinths, and gathered foſſils from every fiſſure. | 
At laſt I began to write, and as I finiſhed any ſection 
of my book, read it to ſuch of my friends as were moſt 
{kilful in che matter which it treated. None of them 
were ſatisfied ; one diſliked the diſpoſition of the parts, 
another the colours of the ſtyle; one adviſed me to enlarge, 
another to abridge. I reſolved to read no more, but to 
take my own way and write on, for by conſultation I on- 
ly perplexed my thoughts and retarded my work. —_ 
The book was at laſt finiſhed, and I did not doubt Wy 
my labour would be repaid by profit and my ambition 05 
Fes EL „„ tis 
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Acked with 3 + conſidered 3 natural hiſtory i . N 
neither temporary nor local, and that though 1 limited as 4 


enquiries to my own county, yet every part of the ea 


has productions common to all the reſt. Civil hiſtory = 


may be partially ſtudied, the revolutions of one nation 
may be neglected by another ; but after that in which all 
have an inteteſt, all muſt be inquiſitive. No man can 


have ſunk ſo far into ſtupidity as not to conſider the pro- 


perties of the ground on which he walks, of the plants 
on which he feeds, or the animals that delight his ear or -- 
amuſe his eye; and therefore I computed that univerſal . 
curioſity would call for many editions of my book, and 


that in five years I ſhould gain fifteen thouſand pounds by 


the ſale of thirty thouſand copies. 


When I began to write I inſured the houſe, and ſuffer- 
ed the utmoſt ſolicitude when I entruſted my book to the 


carrier, though 1 had ſecured it againſt miſchances by | 


lodging two tranſcripts in different places. At my arri- 


val, I expected that the patrons of learning would con- 


tend for the honour of a dedication, and reſolved to main- 


tain the dignity of letters, by a haughty contempt of pe- 
cuniary ſolicitationss. 


1 took lodgings near the hauſk of the Royal Society, - | 
and expected every morning a viſit from the Preſident. I 1 
1 in the Park, and wondered that I overheard. no 
mention of the great Naturaliſt. At laſt ] viſited a noble To 
earl, and told him of my work; he anſwered, that he was 
under an _ ement never to ſubſcribe, I was angry to 
* 
cealed my deſign of making him immortal. I went next 
day to another, and, in reſentment of my late affront, of- 
fered to prefix his name to my new book. He ſaid, 


walks 


have that refuſed which I did not mean to 1 and con- 


coldly, that he did not underſtand thoſe things; . another 


thought © there: were too many books; and another 
would talk with me when the races were over.“ 


Being amazed to find a man of learning fo indecently 


ſlighted, I reſolved to indulge the philoſophical pride of 


retirement and independence. I then ſent to ſome of 


the principal bookſellers the plan of my book, and beſpoke 
* N in the next tavern, that I might more com- 


ns. 


rn DER. 


modiouſly ſee them together, and enjoy the conteſt, while 
they were outbidding one another. 1 drank my coffee, 
and yet nobody was come; at laſt I received a note from 
one, to tell me, that he was going out of town; and from. 
| Another, that Natural Hiſtory was out of his way; at laſt 

thore came a grave man, who deſired to ſee the work, 

and, without opening it, told me, that a book of that fize 
would never do. 

I then condeſcended to ſtep into ache and mentioned 

work to the maſters. Some never dealt with authors; 
others had their hands full: ſome never had known ſuch 
a dead time; others had loſt by al! that they had rent cor 
forithe lag twelvemonth. One offered to print my work 
if I could procure ſubſcriptions for five hundred, 5 
would allow me two hundred copies for my property. 1 
loſt my patience, and gave him a kick, for which he has 
indicted me. 

I can eafily perceive, that there is a confloucion among 
them to defeat my expectations; and I find it fo general, 
that I am ſure it muſt have been long concerted. I fup- 
poſe ſome of my friends, to whom I read the firſt part, 

gave notice of my N and, perhaps, ſold the treache- 
rous intelligence at a higher price than the fraudulence 
of trade will now allow me for my book. | 

Inform me, Mr. Idler, what I muſt do; where wot 

| knowledge and induſtry find their recompence, thus neg- 
le&ed by the high, and cheated by the low ? I ſometimes _ 
reſolve to print my book at my own expence, and like the 

Sibyl, douple the price; and ſometimes am tempted, in 

| emulation of Raleigh, to throw it into the fire, and leave 

this ſordid generation to the curſes of 1 i Tell | 

ma, dear Idler, what 7 _ Go. 9 
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5 TRR is ſuch difference between the purſuits oF . 


that one part of the inhabitants of a great city lives 
to little other purpoſes than to wonder at the reſt. Some 


have hopes and fears, wiſhes and averſions, which never 


enter into the thoughts of others, and enquiry is labori- 
ouſly exerted to gain that which thoſe who poſſeſs it are 
ready to throw away. | Ee | „ 
To thoſe who are accuſtomed to value every thing by 
its uſe, and have no ſuch ſuperfluity of time or money as 
may prompt them to unnatural wants or capricious emu- 
lations, nothing appears more improbable or extravagant 
than the love of curioſities, or that deſire of accumulat- 
ing trifles, which diſtinguiſnes many by whom no other 
diſtinction could have ever been obtained.  _ 


He that has lived without knowing te what height de- ; 


_ fire may be raiſed by vanity, with what rapture. baubles 


are ſnatched out of the hands of rival collectors, how the 


eagerneſs of one raiſes eagerneſs in another, and one 


worthleſs purchaſe, makes a ſecond neceſſary, may, by 


paſſing a few hours at an auction, learn more than can be 
 ſhewn by many volumes of Maxims or Eſſays. 


The advertiſement of a ſale is a ſignal which ar once 
pes a thouſand hearts in motion, and. brings contenders 


from every part to the ſcene of diſtribution. He that had 
reſolved to buy no more, feels his conſtancy. ſubdued ;. 


there is now ſomething in the catalogue which completes 


his cabinet, and which he was never before able to find. 


He whoſe ſober reflections inform him, that of pay. 
e 


collection to collection there is no end, and that it is wi 


to leave early that which muſt be left imperfect at laſt, 
et cannot with · hold himſelf from coming to ſee what it 


is that brings ſo many together, and when he comes is 
ſoon overpowered by his habitual paſſion ; he 1s attracted 


by rarity, ſeduced by example, and inflamed by competi- 
tion. 1 TO: | | 


While che ſtories 55 pride and happineſs are ſurveyed, 8 
one looks with longing eyes and gloo 


y countenance on 


3 „ 
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that which he acute to gain from a richer . ; an- 
other keeps his eye with care from ſettling too long on 
that which he moſt earneſtly deſires; and another, with 
18 | W maore art than virtue, depreciates that which he 3 I 
| moſt, in hope to have it at an eaſy rate. 
The novice is often ſurprized to ſee what minute and 
- unimportant diſcriminations increaſe or diminiſh value. 
An irregular contortion of a turbinated ſhell, which com- 
Ul mon eyes paſs unreęarded, will ten times treble its price 
ii. in the imagination of. philoſophers. Beauty is far from | 
k operating upon collectors as upon low and vulgar minds, 
even where beauty might be thought the only quality that 
could deſerve notice. Among the ſhells that pleaſe by 
their variety of colours, if one can be found accidentally 
deformed by a cloudy ſpot, it is boaſted as the pride of the 
collection. China is ſometimes purchaſed for little leſs 
than its weight in gold, only becauſe it is old, though 
neither leſs. brittle, nor better painted than the modern j 
and brown China is caught up with extaſy, though no 
reaſon can be imagined for which it ſhould be preferred 
to common veſſels of common clay. 
Ph be fate of prints and coins is equally inexplicable. 
Same prints are treaſured up as ineſtimably valuable, be- 
, cauſe the impreſſion was made before the plate was finiſh- 
ed. Of coins the price riſes not from the purity of the 
metal, the excellence of the workmanſhip, the elegance 
of the legend, or the chronological» uſe. A piece, of 
which neicher the inſcription can be read, nor the face 
Ko erp if there remain of it but enough to ſhew 
that it is rare, will be fought by contending nations, and 
dignify the treaſury in which it ſhall be ſhnewn. 
Whether this curioſity, ſo barren of immediate advan- 
tage, and fo liable to depravation, does more harm or 
good, is not eaſily decided. Its harm is apparent at the 
firſt view. It fills the mind with trifling ambition; fixes 
the attention upon things which have ſeldom any tenden 
cy towards virtue or wiſdom; employs in idle inquiries 
the time that is given for better purpoles ; ; and often ends 
in mean and diſhoneſt practices, when deſire increaſes by 
| indulgence beyond the PRO :of honeſt e 
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« THE IDLER. - "I 
Theſe are the effects of curioſity in exceſs; but what 


_ - paſſion in exceſs will not become vicious? All indifferent 


qualities and practices are bad if they are compared with 


thoſe which are good, and good if they are oppoſed to thoſe 


that are bad. The pride or the pleaſure of making col- 
lections, if it be reſtrained by prudence and morality, - 


produces a pleaſing remiffion after more laborious ſtudies; 


Farniſhes an amuſement not wholly unprofitable for that 
part of life, the greater part of many lives, which would 
ctherwiſe be loſt in idleneſs or vice ; it produces an uſeful 


traffic between the induſtry of indigence and the curioſity 


of wealth; it brings many things to notice that would be 
5 e neglected; and by fixing the thoughts upon intellectual 


pleaſures, reſiſts the natural encroachments of ſenſuality, 


and maintains the mind in her lawful ſuperiority. 


* 


No. LXVIT. SATURDAY, MAY 19, 1759, _ 
:PRUDENCE is of more frequent uſe than any other 
intellectual quality ; it is exerted on flight occaſions, 
> end called into act by the curſory bufineſs of common 

Whatever is univerſally neceſſary has been granted to 


mankind on eaſy terms. Prudence, as it is always want- 


ed, is without great difficulty obtained. It requires nei- 
- ther extenſive view. nor profound ſearch, but forces itſelf, 


by ſpontaneous impulſe, upon a mind neither great nor 


 buly, neither ingrolſed by vaſt deſigns, nor diſtrafted by _ 


_ multiplicity of attention, 


as \ 


Prudence operates on life in the ſame manner as rules 


on compoſition ; it produces vigilance rather than eleva- 
tion, rather prevents loſs than procures advantage z and 


often eſcapes miſcarriages, but ſeldom reaches either 
ower or honour. - It quenches that ardour of enterprize 


by which every thing is done that can claim praiſe or ad- 


* 


miiration; and repreſſes that generous temerity which of- 
ten fails and often ſucceeds, Rules may obviate faults, 


but can never confer 


beauties ; and prudence keeps life 
Ce WO nie TA en Ee 
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1 ſafe, but does not often make it happy. The u 5 is 
not amazed with prodigies of excellence, but when wit 
N tramples upon rules, and magnanimity breaks the chains 
o rl prudence. 
Ohne of the moſt prudent of all that have fallen within 
my obſervation, is my old companion Sophron, who has 
Il paſſed through the world in quiet, by perpetual adherence 
| to a few plain maxims, and wonders how e and 
diſtreſs can ſo often happen. 
The firſt principle of Sophron is is to run no has, 
Though he loves money, he is of opinion that frugality 
is a more certain ſovrce of riches than induſtry. It is to 
no purpoſe that any proſpect of large profit is ſet before 
wo he believes little about futurity, and does not love 
to truſt his money out of his ſight, for nobody ages 
what may happen. He has a ſmall eſtate, which he ler 
at the old rent, becauſe it is better to have a little 1 
« nothing ;* but he rigorouſly demands payment on the 
ſtated day, for © he that cannot pay one quarter cannot pay 
two.“ If he is told of any improvements in agriculture, 
he likes the old way, has obſerved that changes very fel- 
dom anſwer expectation, is of opinion that our forefathers- 
knew how to till the ground as well as we; and concludes 
with an argument that nothing can overpower, that Fe 
expence of planting and fencing is immediate, and the 24. 
| Pata di ant, and that * he is no wiſe man who will 
quit a certainty for an uncertainty.” 
t Ancther of \Sophron” s rules is, © to mind no bufineſs 
but his own.” In the ſtate he is of no party; but hears 
and ſpeaks of publick affairs with the ſame coldneſs as of 
the adminiſtration of ſome ancient republick. If any 
flagrant act of fraud or oppreſſion i is mentioned, he hopes 
that all is not true that is told; “ if miſconduct or cor- 
ruption puts the nation in a fame, he hopes that every 
man means well.“ At elections he leaves his depen- 
dents to their own choice, and declides ro vote himſelf; 
for Fro candidate is a good Nas whom he is vnwilling 
i. to oppoſe or offend. 
1 4 e happen among his neighbours, he obſerves 
. an ny ariable and cold e His ann has 
| [ | 9 | 7 | N 
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| I 
gained him ae: reputation of honeſty, and his caution 
that of wiſdom ; and few would refuſe to refer their 


claims to his award. He might have prevented many 


expenſive law-ſuits, and quenched many a feud in its firkt 
ſmoke, but always refuſes the office of arbitration, becauſe _ 
he muſt decide againſt one or the other. TE 


With the affairs of other families he is always unac- 


quainted. He ſees eftates bought and ſold, ſquandered 


and increaſed, without praiſing the ceconomiſt, er cenſy- 


ring the ſpendthrift. He never courts the riſing, left : 


they ſhould fall; nor inſults the fallen; leſt they ſhould + 


rife again. His caution has the appearance of virtue, 


and all who do not want his help praiſe his benevolence ; 


- 


bur if any man ſolicits his aſſiſtance, he has juſt ſent away. 


all his money; aud when the petitioner is gone, declares. 
to his family that he is ſorry for his misfortunes, has al- 


ways looked upon him with particular kindneſs, | and 


therefore could not lend him money, left he ſhould deſtroy 
their friendſhip by the neceſſity of enforcing payment. 


Of domeſtic misfortunes he has never heard. When 


he is told the hundredth time of a gentleman's daughter 


who has married the coachman, he lifts up his hands with 
aſtoniſhment, for he always thought her a very ſober girl. 


When nuptial quarrels, after having filled the country 


with talk and laughter, at laſt end in ſeparation, he never 


can conceive how it happened, for he looked upon them 


as a happy couple. 


q? 


rection, becauſe events are uncertain, and he will bring 
no blame upon himſelf ; but he takes the conſulter ten- 
derly by the hand, tells him he makes his caſe his own, _ 
and adviſes him not to act raſhly, but to weigh the rea- 

ſerves | e as eahly © 
too haſty as too flow, and that as many fail by doing too 
much as too little; that a wiſe man has two cars and 


ſons on both ſides; obſerves that a man may 


one tongue; and * that a little ſaid is ſoon, amended ;* 


a man is the beſt judge of his own affairs. 
With this ſome are ſatisfied, and go home with great 
rexerenge of Sophron's wiſdom 3 and none are offended, 


becauſe 


that he could tell him thts and that, but that after all 45 


C 2 


8 2 


If his advice is aſked, he never gives any particular di- 
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becauſe every one is left i in full pelfellon of ns own W 
nion. 
Sophron gives no ae It js equally vain to tell 8 
| him of vice and virtue, for he has remarked that no man 
10 likes to be cenſured, and that very few are delighted with -. 
+: | the praiſes of anothers He has a few terms which be 


—ͤͤ os 


——ͤ — —— 


Pe * 
. IO Eten, 
- n 
_ — — 


uſes to all alike. With reſpect to fortune, he believes 
every family to be in good circumſtances ; he never exalts .. 
any underſtanding by laviſh praiſe,. yet he meets witk 
none but very ſenſible people. Every man is honeſt and 
hearty, and every woman is a good creature. | 
Thus Sophron creeps along, neither loved nor hated, 
neither favoured nor oppoſed ; he was never attempted to 
grow rich, for fear of growing poor; and has, raiſed no 
riends, for fear of making enemies. 8 | 
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PLEASURE ; is very ſeldom found where it is 1 
Our brighteſt blazes of gladneſs are commonly kind- 
led by unexpected ſparks. The flowers Which ſcatter 
their odours from time to time in the paths of life, grow 
up without culture from ſeeds ſcattered by chance, ' ' 
Nothing is more hopeleſs than a ſcheme of merriment. 
Wits and humouriſts are brought together from diſtant 
quarters by preconcerted invitations; they come attended 
by their admirers prepared to laugh and to applaud; 
they gaze a- while on each other, aſhamed to be ſilent, end 
afraid to ſpeak; every man is diſcontented with himſelf, 
grows angry with thoſe that give him pain, and reſolves. 
that he will contribute nothing to the merriment of ſuch 
worthleſs company. Wine inflames the general malig- 
nity, and changes ſullenneſs to petulence, till at laſt none 
can bear any longer the preſence of the reſt. They re- 
tire to vent their indignation in ſafer places, where frees 
are heard with attention; their importance is reſtored, 
tkey recover their good- NOW and e the night 
wit wit os e 
Nh £778 Merri-" 


ſhare its honours with fortune. 


expected. 


. | C a 8 
, + 53. 
Merriment is always the effect of a ſudden impreffion. 

The jeſt which is expected is already deſtroyed. The 
moſt active imagination will be ſometimes torpid under 
the frigid influence of melancholy ; and ſometimes occa- 
fions will be wanting to tempt the mind, however volatile, 
to fallies and excurſions. N | 

uncommon felicity, but by the co-operation of chance; 


* 


and, therefore, wit as well as valoyr muſt be content td T 


All other pleaſures are equally uncertain ; the general 
remedy of uneaſineſs is change of place; almoſt every 
one has ſome journey of pleaſure in his mind, with which 


he flatters his expectation. He that travels in theory has 


no inconvenience ; he has ſhade and ſhunſhine at his diſ- 
funk and wherever he alights finds tables of plenty and 
ooks of gaicty. Theſe ideas are indulged till the day of 


departure arrives, the chaiſe is called, and the progreſs of 7 


Rappel ieee So | 
A few miles teach him the fallacies of imagination. 
The road is duſty, the air is ſultry, the horſes are fluggiſh, 
and the poſtillion brutal. He longs for the time of din- 


ner, that he may eat and reſt. The inn is crowded, his 


orders are neglected, and nothing remains but that he de, 
vour in haſte what the cook has ſpoiled, and drive on in 
queſt of better entertainment. He finds ar night a more 
commodious houſe, but the beſt is always worſe thau he 
He at laſt enters his native province, and reſolves ta 
feaſt his mind with the converſation of his old friends, 
and the recollection of juvenile frolicks. He ſtops at the 
houſe of his friend, whom he defigns to overpower with 
pleaſure by the unexpected interview. He is not Known 
till he tells his name, and revives the memory of himſelf 
by a gradual explanation. He is then coldly received, 
and ceremoniouſly feaſted. He haſtes away to another, 


whom his affairs have called to a diſtant place, and hav- 


ing ſeen the empty houſe, goes away diſguſted, by a diſap- 


pointment which could not be intended becauſe it could 


not be foreſeen. At the next houſe he finds every face 
clouded with misfortune, and is regarded with a | 
95 8 EY . : * wp k g 
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othing was ever ſaid with _ 
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lence as an unreaſonable intruder, who! comes not to viſit 
but to inſult them. - 36 oe 
It is ſeldom that we find N men or places fuch as 
we expect them. He that has pictured a proſpect pen 
his fancy, will receive little pleaſure from his eyes; he 
that has anticipated the converſation of a wit, will wonder 
to what prejudice he owes his reputation. Vet it is ne- 
ceflary to hope, though hope ſhould always be deluded; 
for hope elf is happineſs, and its fruſtrations, however 
| fa are tas leſs e a its extinction. 


oy 


FN the common enjoy ments of life we cannot very li- 
berally indulge the preſent hour, but by anticipating 

part of the pleaſure which might have relieved. the tedi- 
ouſneſs of another day; and any uncommon exertion of 
ſtrength, or perſeverance in labour, is ſucceeded by a long 

interval of languor and wearineſs. Whatever advantage 
we ſnatch beyond the certain portion allotred us by nature, 
is like money ſpent before it is due, which at the time of, ; 

regular payment will be mifſcd and regretted. 

Fame, like all other things which are ſuppoſed to give 
or to increaſe happineſs, is diſpenſed with the ſame equa-- 
lity of .diſtriburion. He that is loudly praiſed will be 
clamorouſly cenſured ; he that riſes haſtily into fame will 
be in danger of finking ſuddenly into oblivion. = 

Of many writers who filled their age with wonder, 

. 5 whoſe names we find celebrated in the books of their ; 

55 e ee the works are now no longer to be ſeen, 
or are ſeen only amidſt the lumber of libraries which are 
ſeldom viſited, where they lie only to ſhew the deceitful. 

neſs of hope, and the uncertainty of honour. 1 
Of the decline of reputation many cauſes may de af-- 
ſigned. It is commonly loſt becauſe it never was deſervæ 
ed; and was conferred at firſt, not by the ſuffrage of cri? 
ticiſm, but by the fondneſs of friendſhip, or ſervility f 
* The 1 and hare are an freely applaud- - 


ed; 
— 


» * 5 


ed; but all ſoon grow weary of echoing to each other a 
name which has no other claim to notice, but that many 


mouths are pronouncing it at once. 


But many have loſt the final reward of their labours, 


5 becauſe they were too haſty to enjoy it. They have laid 
hold ono recent occurrences and eminent names, and de- 
lighted their readers with alluſions and remark, in which 


all avere intereſted, and to which all therefore were attens, 


tive. But the effect (ceaſed with: its cauſe; the t me 
quickly came when new events drove the former from 


memory, when the viciſſitudes of the world brought new: . 


hopes and fears, transferred: the love and hatred of: the 
publick to other agents; and the writer, whoſe works 
Were no longer aſſiſted by gratitude or reſentment, was 

left to the cold regard of idle curioſityyuQu 4 7 


He that writes upon general pminciples, or delivers 


univerſal truths, may hope to be often read, becauſe his 
work will be equally uſeful at all times and in every 


country; but he cannot expect it to be received with 


eagerneſs, or to ſpread with rapidity, becauſe dehre can 
have no particular ſtimulation; that which is to be loved 
long muſt be loved with reaſon rather than with paſſion. 
He that lays out his labours upon temporary ſubjects, 
eaſily finds readers, and quickly loſes them; for what 
fhould make the book valued when its ſubject is no more? 
. Theſe obſervations will ſhew the reaſon why the poem 


of Hudibras is almoſt forgotten, however embeliſhed- 


with ſentiments and diverſified with alluſions, however 
bright with wit, and however ſolid with truth. The 


hypocriſy which it detected, and the folly which it ridi- 
culed, have long vaniſhed from public notice. Thoſe, 


who had felt the miſchief of diſcord, and the tyranny 


of uſurpation, read it with rapture, for every line 


brought back to memory ſomething known, and gratified 
reſentment by the juſt cenſure of ſomething hated. But 


the bock which was. onee quoted by. princes; aud which 
witty, is now ſeldom mentioned, and even by thoſe that 


* 
£ 


affect to mention, it is ſeldom. read. So vainly is wit la- 


6 .. te: : 3 viſhed 
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viſhed upon fugitive topics, ſo little can rehitefture ſe- 
Lure duration when the ground is falſe. 


No, IX. SATURDAY, JUNE g, :759 | 
CRITICISM i a ſtudy by which men-grow important 


and formidable at very ſmall expence. The power” 
of invention has been conferred by nature upon few, and 
the labour of learning thoſe ſciences which may by mere 
labour be obtained is too {rg to be willingly endured; 
but every man can exert ſuch judgment as he has upon 
the works of others: and he whom nature has made 
weak, and idleneſs keeps igignorant, may yet ſupport 
his vanity by the name of a critick.  _ ' | 
I hope it will give comfort to great numbers who are 
paſſing through the world in obſcurity, when 1 inform 
them how eahly diſtinction may be obtained. All the 
other powers of literature are coy and havghty; they 
muſt be long courted, and at laſt are not alt 6 gained : 
but criticiſm is a goddeſs eaſy of acceſs, and forward of 
advance, who will meet the flow, and encourage the ti- 
morous ; the want of meaning ſhe iupplies with words, 
and the want of fpirit ſhe recompenſes with malignity. - 
This profeſſion has one recommendation peculiar to it- 
ſelf, that gives vent to malignity. without real miſchief. 
No genius was ever blaſted by the breath of criticks. 
The poiſon which, if confined, would have burſt the 
heart, fumes away in empty hiſſes, and malice is ſet at 
eaſe with very little danger to merit. The eritick is 
the only man whoſe triumph is without another's pain, 
and whoſe greatneſs does not rife upon another's rum. 
Io a ſtudy at once fo eaſy and fo reputable, ſo mali- 
, cious and ſo harmleſs, it cannot be neceſſary to invite my 
readers by a long or laboured exhortation; it is ſufficient 
ſince all would be critick if they could, to ſhew by one 
eminent example that all can be criticks if they will. 
Pick Min, after the common courſe of puerile = 


E IDEEN. 


dies, in which he was no great proficient, was put appren- 
tice to a brewer, with whom he had lived two years, 
when his uncle died in the city, and left him a large for- 
tune in the ſtocks. Dick had for fix months before uſed 
the company of the lower players, of whom he. had 
learned to ſcorn a trade, and being now at liberty to follow 
his genius, he reſolved to be a man of wit and humour. 
That he might be properly initiated in his new character, 
he frequented the coffee-houſes near the theatres, where 
he liſtened very diligently, day after day, to thoſe who. 
talked of language and ſentiment, and unites and cataſ- 
trophes, till by flow degrees he began to think that he 
underſtood ſomething of tlie ſtage, ; and hoped 1 in time to 

ö talk himſelf. 1 

But he did not truſt fo. much to natural ſagacity, as: 
wholly to neglect the help of books. When the theatres: 

| were, ſhut, he retired to Richmond with a few ſelect 

Vriters, whoſe opinions he impreſſed upon his memory 
by unwearied diligence; and, when he returned with 
other wits to the town, Was able to tell, in vexy proper 

Phraſes, that the chief bulinels of art is to copy nature; 
that a perfect writer is not to be expected, becauſe Ber 
nius decays as judgment increaſes; that the great art is 
the art of blotting ; ; and that, according to the rule of- 

Horace, every piece ſhould be kept nine years,. | 

Of the great authors he now began to diſplay. the, 

5 characters, laying down, as an univerſal poſition, that all 
Had beauties and defects. His opinion Was, that Shakes: 
ſpear, committing himſelf wholly to the impulſe of na- 
ture, wanted that correctneſs which learning would have 
given him; and that Jonſon, truſting to learning, did nat 
ſyficiently caſt his eye on nature. He blamed the ſtanza 
of Spenſer, and could not bear the hexameters of Sidney. 
Denham and Waller he held the firſt reformers of En- 

gliſh numbers; and thought that. if Waller could have 
obtained the ſtrength of. Denham, or Denham the 


weetneſs.of WA, there had been nothing wanting to 
complete a He often expreſſed. his commiſeration 
5 of Dry den s 1 and his indignation at the age 
7 ach Td him to write for breads. 3 he repeated with 


1 oy on __ rapture 
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rapture the firſt lines of All for Love, but wondered ar 
the corruption of taſte which could bear any thing fo un- 
natural as rhyming tragedies. In Otway he found un- 
common powers of moving the paſſions, but was dif- 
guſted by his general negligence, and blamed him for 
making a conſpirator 'his hero; and never concluded his 
diſquiſition, without remarking how happily the ſound of _ 
the clock is made to alarm the audience. Southern would 
have been his favourite, but that he mixes comick with 
tragick ſcenes, intercepts the natural courſe of the paſ- 
fions, and fills the mind with a wild confuſion of mirth 
and melancholy, The verſification of Rowe he thought 
too melodious for the tage, and too little varied in different 
paſſions, He made it the great fault of Congreve, that 
all his perſons were wits, and that he always wrote with 
more art than nature. He conſidered Cato rather as a 
poem than a play, and allowed Addiſon to be the com- 
plete maſter of allegory and grave humour, but paid no 
great deference to him as a critick, He thought the 
chief merit of Prior was in his eafy tales and lighter” 
poems, though he allowed that his Solomon had _ | 
noble ſentiments elegantly expreſſed. In Swift he dif- 
covered an inimitable vein of irony, and an cafineſs . 
which all would hope, and few would attain. Pope he 
was inclined to degrade from a poet to a verſifier, and 
thought his numbers rather luſcious than ſweet. Heg 
- often lamented the neglect of Phædra and Hippolitus, 
and withed to ſee the ſtage under better regulations. 
Theſe aſſertions paſſed commonly . uncontradiCted ; 
and if now and then an opponent ſtarted up, he was 
quickly repreſſed by the ſuffrages of the company, and 
Minim went away from every diſpute with elation of 


heart and increaſe of confidence, 


- 
* 


/ He now grew conſcious of his abilities, and began to 
talk of the preſent ſtate of dramatick poetry; wondered 
What was become of the comick genius which ſupplied 
our anceſtors with wit and pleaſantry, and why no writer 
could be found that durſt now venture beyond a farce. 
He ſaw no reaſon for thinking that the vein of humour 
was exhauſted, ſince we live in a gountry where 1 5 


f 


and which therefore produces more originals than all the 
reſt of the world together. Of tragedy. he concluded 


buſineſs to be the ſoul, and yet often hinted that love pre- 


dominates too much upon the modern ſtage. _ _. 
He was now an acknowledged critick, and had his 


* own ſeat in a coffee-houſe, and headed a party in the pit. 


Minim has more vanity than ill-nature, and ſeldom de- 
ſires to do much miſchief; he will perhaps murmur a 
little in the ear of him that fits next him, but endeavours 
to influence the audience to favour, by clapping when an 
actor exclaims ye Gods, or laments the miſery of his 
country. | : e . 
By degrees he was admitted to rehearſals; and many 


of his friends are of opinion, that our preſent poets are 
indebted to him for their happieſt thoughts; by his con- 


rtrivance the bell was rung twice in Barbaroſſa; and by 


his perſuaſion the author of Cleone concluded his play 
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ſuffers every character to ſpread itſelf to irs utmoſt bulk, 


3 
<A 


without a couplet; for what can be more abſurd, ſaid _ 


Minim, than that part of a play ſhould be rhymed, and 
part written in blank verſe ? and by what acquiſition of 


_ faculties is the ſpeaker, who never could find rhymes be- 


fore, enabled to rhyme at the concluſion of an act? | 
Hie is the great inveſtigator of hidden beauties, and is 
particularly delighted when he finds the ſound an echo 
© to the ſenſe.' He has read all our poets with particular 
attention to this delicacy of verſification, and wonders at 
the ſupineneſs with which their works have been hitherto 
peruſed, ſo that no man has found the ſound of a drum in 

this diſtich: „„ EO FH „ 
„ When pulpit, drum ecclefiaſtic, _ 

„ Was beat with fiſt inſtead of a ſtick;“ 


and that the wonderful lines upon honour and a bubble | 


| have hitherto paſſed without notice: 


, Honour is like the glafſy bubbles, 

« Which coſts philoſophers ſuch trouble; _ 
„ Where ona part crack d, the whole does fly, 
% And wits are crack'd to find out why.” 
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Ia th of verſes, ſays Minim, we have two frriking + ac- 
commodations of the ſound to the ſenſe. It is impaſſible 
to uiter the two lines emphatically without an act like that 
which they deſcribe ; bubble and trouble cauſiug a mo- 
mentary inflation of the cheeks by the retention of the 
breath, which is afterwards forcibly emitted, as in the 
practice of blowing bubbles. But the greateſt excellence. 
is in the third line, which is crack'd i in the middle to ex- 
preſs a crack, and then ſhivers into monoſyliables. Vet 


bas this diamond lain neglected with common ſtones 3. 


and among the innumerable admirers of Hudibras the ob+ 
ſervation of this ſuperlative ces has been referved os: 
the 1 9 8 8 of Minim. 


* 
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ö M* Mini had now brand himſelf to the zenith off. 


critical reputation; when he was in the pit, every* _ 
eye in_the boxes was fixed upon him; when he entered 
his coffec-houſe, he was ſurrounded by circles of candi- 
dares, who paſſed their noviciate of literature under his: 
tuition ; his opinion was aſked by. all who had no opinion 


of their own, and yet loved to debate and decide; and 


no compoſition was ſuppoſed to paſs in fafety to poſterity,. 
till it had been ſecured by Minim's approbation 
Minim profeſſes great admiration of. the wiſdom. and 
munificence by which the academies of the continent 
were raiſed, and often wiſhes for ſome ſtandard cf 'tafte; 
for ſome tribunal, to which merit may appeal from ca- 
price, prejudice, aud malignity. He has formed a plan 
for an academy of criticiſm, where every work of imagi- 
nation may be read before it is printed, and which: ſhall 


aut horitatively direct the theatres what Pieces. to. Ne 


or reject, to exclude or to revive. 

Such an inſtitution wovld, in Dick's opinion, ſpread 
the fame of Engliſh. literature over Europe, and make 
London the metropolis of elegance and politeneſs, the 


. 3 to which the learned and i . of all countries 


3 


would repair for inſtruction and improvement, and Sh 


nothing would any longer be a pplauded or endured that 
was not conformed to the nern rules, a : and finiſhed witty 
the higheſt elegance. 


* 


Till ſome happy conjunction of the planers ſhall diſ- 


poſe our princes or miniſters to make themſelves immortal 
by ſuch an academy, Minim contents himſelf to preſide 
four nights in a week in a critical fociety ſelected by him 


ſelf, where he is heard without contradiction, aud 


whence his judgment is diſſeminated . the great 
vulgar and the ſmall. 

When he is placed i in the chair of rice he declares 
loudly for the noble ſimplicity of our anceſtors, in oppo- 


ſition to the petty refinements, and ornamental luxuri- 


ance. Sometimes he is ſunk in deſpair, and perceives. 


falſe delicacy daily gaining ground; and ſometimes. 


brightens his countenance with a gleam 'of hope, and pre- 


dicts the revival of the true ſublime. He then fulmi- 


nates his loudeſt cenſures againſt the monkiſh barbarity 
of chyme ; wonders how beings that pretend to reaſon, 
can be pleaſed with one line Ty ending like another; 
tells how unjuſtly and unnacurally ſenſe is ſacrificed to. 
ſound ; how often the beſt e F are mangled by the 


neceſſity of confining or extending them to the dimen- 


fions of a, couplet; and rejoices that genius has, in our 


days, ſhaken off the ſhackles which had encumbered it ſo 
long. Yet he allows that rhyme may ſometimes be 


borne, if the lines be often broken, and the pauſcs judi- 
ciouſly diverſified. 

From blank verſe he makes an eaſy tranfftion to Mil- 
ton, whom he produces as. an example of the flow ad- 


vance of laſting, reputation, Milton is the only writer 


in whoſe books Minim can read for ever w it Hout weari- 


neſs. What cauſe it is that exempts this pleaſure from. 


ſatiety he has long and diligently enquired, ang believes 
it to conliſt in the perpetual variation of the numbers bx 
which the ear is gratified and the attention awakened. 
The lines that are-commenly though: rugged, and unmu- 
ſical, he conceives to have been written to temper the mes 


lodious luxury of che en or to exprels Oe by a pro- 
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per cadence : for he ſcarcely finds a verſe that has not 


this favourite beauty ; he declares that he could ſhiver 


in a a hot-houſe when he reads that 


66 the ground 
c Burns ford, and cold performs th' effect of fire; 


nd that, when Milton bewails his blindneſs, the verſe 


4 80 thick a drop ſerene has quench'd theſe orbs** | 


has, he knows not how, ſomething that ſtrikes him with 


an obſcure ſenſation like that which he fancies would be 
felt from the ſound of darkneſs. 

Minim is not ſo confident of his rules of judgment as 
not very eagerly to catch new light from the name of the 
author. He is commonly ſo prudent as to ſpare thoſe 
whom he cannot reſiſt, unleſs, as will ſometimes happen, 


he finds the publick combined againſt them. But a 
freſh pretender to fame he i is ſtrongly inclined to cenſure, 


till his own honour requires that he commend him. Till 
he knows the ſucceſs of a compoſition, he intrenches 
himſelf in general terms; there are ſome new thoughts 
and aller, paſſages; ; but there is likewiſe much. 4 


he would have adviſed: the author to expunge. He has 
ſeveral favourite epitliets, of which he has never ſettled 
the meaning, but which are very commodiouſſy applied 


to books Which he has not read, or cannot underſtand. 
One is manly, another is dry, another ſtiff, and another 
flimſy ; ſometimes he diſcovers delicacy of ſtyle, and 


ſometimes meets with firange expreſſions. 


He is never ſo great, or ſo happy, as when a youth of. 


fy promiſing parts is brought- to receive his directions for 


rhe proſecution of his ſtudies. He then puts on a very | 
ſerious air; he adviſts-the N to read none but the beſt 
authors; and, when he finds one congenial to his own 


mind, to ſtudy his beauties, but avoid his faults ; and, 


when che firs down to write, to conſider how his favourite 


author would think at the preſent time an the preſent 


ria, He Exhons dun to catch mow NNE when 
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he finds his thoughts expanded and his genius exalted ; 


but to take care leſt imagination hurry him beyond the 


bounds of nature. He holds diligence the mother of 


ſucceſs: yet enjoins him, with great earneſtneſs, not rq 


read more than he can digeſt, and not to confufe his mind 


. 


by purſuing ſtudies of contrary tendencies. He tells 
him, rhat every man has his genius, and that Cicero 
could never be a poet. The boy retires illuminated, re- 
ſolves to follow his genius, and: to think how Milron 


would have thought: and Minim feaſts upon his own 


* 


beneficence till another day brings another pupil. 


e 
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To the Idler. 1 


ir. 


; A N opinion prevails almoſt univerſally A the-workd! 


4 that he who has money has every thing. This In 
not a modern paradox, or the tenet of a ſmall and ob» _ 
ſcure ſect, but a perſuaſion which appears to have ope- 

rated upon moſt minds in all ages, and Which is ſupported 
by authorities ſo numerous and ſo cogent, that nothing 


but long experience could have given me confidence td 


queſtion its truth. 


But experience is the teſt by which all the philoſophers 


of the preſent age agree, that ſpeculation muſt be tried; 


and I may be therefore allowed to doubt er of 


yet found that riches can make me happy. 


money, ſince I have been a long time rich, and have not 
My father was a farmer, neither wealthy nor indigent, 
who gave me a better education than was ſuitable ro my 


birth, becauſe my uncle in the city deſigned me for his 


heir, and deſired that I might be bred a gentleman. © My 
uncle's wealth was the perpetual ſubject of converſation 


in the houſe ; and when any little misfortune befell us, 
or any mortification dejected us, my father always ex- _ 


. 
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horted me to held up my head, for my uncle would 
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| My. uncle, indeed, kept his promiſe. . Having his mind 
completely buſied between his warehouſe and the Chunge, 
he felt no tediouſneſs of life, nor any want of domeſtic 

amuſements. When my father died, he received me 
kindly ; ; but, after a few months, finding no great plea- 
ſure in the converſation of each other, we parted ; and he 
" remitted me a ſmall annuity, on which I lived a quiet and 
ſtudious life, without any wiſh to grow great by the death 
ef my bene factor. 

But though I never ſuffered any malignant i impatience 
to take hold on my mind, J could not forbear ſometimes 
to imagine to myſelf the pleaſure of being rich; and, 
when I read of diverſions. and magnificence, reſolved to 
try, when time ſhould put the trial in my power, what 
pleaſure they could afford. 

My uncle, in the latter foring of bis life, when his rud- 
dy cheek and his firm nerves! promiſed him a long and 
healthy age, died of an apoplexy. His death gave me nei- 
ther joy nor ſorrow. He did me good, and I regarded 

im with gratitude; but I could not pleaſe him, and 
therefore could not love him. 

He had the policy of little minds, who love to furprize; 
and, having always repreſented his fortune as leſs than it 
was, had, 1 ſuppoſe, often gratified himſelf with thiok- 5 
ing. how I ſhould be delighted to find myſelf twice as 
rich as I expected. My wealth was ſuch as exceeded all 
the ſchemes of expence which I had formed; and I ſoon 
began to expand my Tbopghtez and aid: round for ſome _ 
purchaſe of felicit. 

The moſt ſtriking effect of rick is the ſplendour of 
dreſs, which every man has obſerved to enforce reſpect, 
and facilitate reception; and my firſt deſire was to be fine. 
I, ſent for a taylor ho was employed by the nobility, and 
ordered ſuch à ſuit of cloaths as I had often looked on 

with involuntary ſubmiſſion, and am aſhamed to remem- 
ber with what flutters of expectation I waited for the 
hour when I ſhould ĩſſue forth in all the ſplendour of em- 
broidery. The cloaths were brought, and for three days 
J obſerved, many eyes turned towards me as I paſſed: but 
4; 1 elf obſtructed in che common interne of 1955 | 

„ wy 


— 


1 \ 
_ * 


— 


 vility by an uneaſy conſciouſneſs of my new appearance. 
As I thought myſelf more obſerved, I was more anxious 
about my mien and behaviour; and the mien which is 
formed by care is commonly ridiculous. | A ſhort time 
accuſtomed me to myſelf, and my dreſs was without pain, 
_and whhourt ple... 8 
For a little while I tried ta be a rake, but I began too 
late; and having by nature no turn for a frolick, was in 
great danger of ending in a drunkard. A fever, in which 
not one of my companions paid me a viſit, gave me time 
for reflection. I found that there was no great pleaſure 
in breaking windows, and lying in the round-hauſe; and 
reſolved to aſſociate no longer with thoſe whom, though I 
had treated and bailed them, I could not make friends. 


I. then changed my meaſures, kept running-horſes, and - 
| had the comfort of ſeeing my name very often in the 


news. I had a cheſnut horſe, the grandſon of Childers, 

who won four plates, and ten by-matches; and a bay fil- 
ly, who carried off the five-years-old plate, and was ex- 
pected to perform much greater exploits, when my groom” 
broke her wind, becauſe I happened to catch him ſelling 
gats for beer. This happineſs was ſoon at an end; there 
was no pleaſure When I ſoſt, and when I won I could 
not much exak mfg by the virtues of my horſe. I 
grew aſhamed: af:thgEompany of Jockey Lords, and re- 
folved to ſpend;y&more of my time in the ſtable, 45 


% 


It was now-knewn that I had money and wou 


n 


it; and I paſſed four months in the company of architects, 


whoſe whole buſineſs was to perfuade me to build a houſe: | 
1 told them that I had more room than I wanted, but 
could not get rid of their importunities. A new plan 
was brought me every morning; till at laſt my paar ao 8 
was overpowered, and I hegan to build. The happineſs 
of building laſted but a little while, for though I love ta 
ſpend, I hate to be cheated; and I ſoon found, that ta 
build is to be robbe. V 
© How I proceed in the purſuit of happineſs, you ſhall 
hear when I find myſelf diſpoſed to write. 
. 895 boy EN | 4 1 am, Sir, &c. 
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Tur. natural progreſs of the works of men is . 


rudeneſs to convenience, from convenience to ele- 
gance, and from elegance to nicety.. _ 6 
The firſt labour is enforced by „ be farage 
finds himſelf incommoded by heat and cold, by rain and 
wind; he ſhelters himſelf in the hollow * a rock, and 
learns to dig a cave where there was none before. He 


finds the ſun and the wind excluded by the thicket ; and 


when the accidents of the chace, or the convenience of 


paſturage, leads him into more open places, he forms a 


thicket for himſelf, ay planting ſtakes at proper Kath Rc 
and laying branches from one to another. 
The next gradation of ſkill and induſtry produces a 


| houſe, cloſed: with doors, and divided by partitions; and 


apartments are multiplied and difpoſed according to the. 
various degrees of power or invention; improvement ſuc- 
ceeds improvement, as he that is freed from a greater 
evil grows impatient of a leſs, till caſe | in time is advanced 


to pleaſure. . 


Fr 


The mind ſet free from the rette of natural. 
want, gains leiſure to go in ſearch. of ſuperfluons gratifica- 
tions, and adds to the uſes of habitation the delights of 
proſpe&t. Then begins the reign of ſymmetry ; orders 
of architecture are invented, and one part of the edifice is 


| conformed to another, without any other reafon than that 
the eye m 7 not be offended. - 
a 


The paſlage is very ſhort from elegance to luxury. To- 


nick and Corinthian columns are ſoon ſucceeded by gilt 


cornices, inlaid floors, and petty ornaments, which ſhew- 


rather the wealth than the taſte of the poſſeſſor. 


Language proceeds, like every thing elſe, through im- 
provement to degeneracy. The rovers who firſt take poſ- 
feſſion of a country, having not many ideas, and thoſe not 
nicely modified or diſcriminated, were contented if by ge- 
neral. terms and abrupt: ſentences they could make their 


thoughts known to one another 3 ; as life begins to be more . 


regulated, and property to become limited, diſputes muſt 


Ky ye 88 and claims he be "mW Uſferences of wing 
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are noted, and diſtinctneſs and propriety of expreſſion be- 
come neceſſary. In time, happineſs and plenty give riſe 
to curioſity, and the ſciences are cultivated for caſe and 
pleaſure ;-to the arts which are now to be taught, emula-- 
tion ſoon adds the art of teaching; and the ſtudious and 
ambitious contend not only who ſhall think beſt, but who 
ſhall tell their thoughts in the moſt pleaſing manner. 
Then begin the arts of rhetorick and poetry, the regu- 
lation of figures, the ſelection of word$ the modulation of 
periods, the graces of tranſition, the complication. of ß 
clauſes, and all the delicacies of ſtyle. and ſubtilties of 
compoſition, uſeful while they advance perſpicuity, and 
laudable while they increaſe pleaſure, but eaſy to be re- 
ined by needleſs ſcrupulofiry till they ſhall more embar- 
raſs the writer thay aſſiſt the reader or delight him. 
The firſt ſtate is commonly antecedent to the practiee 
of writing; the ignorant effays of imperfect dition paſs 
away with the ſavage generation that uttered them. No 
nation can trace their language beyond the ſecond period, 
and even of that it does not often happen that many mo» 
numents men ð·˙ i!. OD 
The fate of the Engliſh tongue is like that of others. 
We know nothirg of the ſcanty: jargon of our barbarous 
anceſtors; but we have ſpecimens of Hur language when 
it began to be adapted to civil and religious purpoſes, and 
find it ſuch as might naturally be expected, artleſs and 
ſimple, unconnected and conciſe. The writers ſeem to 
have deſired little more than to be underſtood, and per- 
haps ſeldom aſpired to the praiſe of pleaſing. Their 
verſes were conſidered chiefly as memorial, and therefore 
d M not differ from proſe but by the meaſure or the 
„ rhyme. e 
| To this ſtate,” varied a little according to the different 
purpoſes or abilities of writers, our language may be faid- 
to have continued to. the time of Gower, whom Chaucer- 
calls his maſter, and who, however obſcured by his ſcho- 
lar's popularity, ſeems juſtly to claim the honour which 
5 has been hitherto denied him, of ſhewing his countrymen 
that ſomething more was to be deſired, and that Engliſh 
ks verſe might be exalted into poetry oe 
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From the time of Gower and Chaucer, the Engliſh 
writers have ſtudied elegance, and advanced their lan- 
guage, by ſucceffive improvements, to as much harmony 
as it can eaſily receive, and as much copiouſneſs as human 
knowledge has hitherto required. Theſe advances have 
not been made at all times with the ſame diligence or the 
ſame ſucceſs. Negligence has ſuſpended” the courſe of 
improvement, or gion turned it aſide; time has 

elapſed with little” change, or change has been made 
without amendment. But elegance has been long kept 
in view with attention as near to conſtancy 40 iſ per- 
mits, till every man now endeavours to excel others in 
+ accuracy, or outſhine them in ſplendour of ſtyle; and the 
danger is, left care ſhould too ſoon pals to affectatioon. 
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Sir, | J)) 8 | 
| A nature has made every man deſirous of happineſs, 1 
. flatter myſelf, that you and your readers cannot but 
feel ſome curioſity to know the ſequel of my ſtory; for f 
| n by trying the different ſchemes of pleaſure, I have ' 
yet found nothing in which I could finally acquieſce ; yet 
the narrative of my attempts will not be wholly without 1 
uſe, ſince we always approach nearer to truth as we de- . 
tect more and more varieties of err. : 
When I had fold my racers, and put the orders of ar- 
chitecture out of my head, my next reſolution was to be a Ml * 
_ © fine Gentleman. I frequented the polite coffee-houſcs, 5 
grew acquainted with all the men of humour, and gained : 
the right of bowing familiarly to half the nobility. In 
this new ſcene of life my great labour was to learn to 5 
laugh. I had been uſed to confider laughter as the effect 
of merriment ; but I ſoon learned that it is one of the 
arts of adulation ; and, from laughing only to ſhew that : 
I was pleaſed, I now began to laugh when I wiſhed ts I © 


pleaſe. This was at firſt very difficult. I W 
: | | %%% 8 5 Acara 


* . # 


cles, that I was always a welcome a 


reſolved to think no more about it. 


ing about in ſearch o 


critic in ſhells and foſſils bought a Hori#s fccus of 
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Heard the ſtory. with dull indifference, and, not exalting 
myſelf to merriment by due gradations, burſt out ſudden- 
1y into an..aukward noiſe, which was not always favour- 


. ably interpreted. Sometimes I was behind the reſt of the 


ſometimes, when I began at the right time, was deficient 
in loudneſs or in length. But, by diligent imitation of 
the beſt models, I attained at laſt Met of muſ- 


or of a ſtory, and 


low. . 


got the reputation of a good-natured EET 
This was ſomething ; but much more was to be done, 
that I might 18 e to be a fine gentleman. 
J appeared at Court on all public days; betted at gaming- 
tables, and played at all the routs of eminence. I went 
'every night to-the opera, took a fidler of gilpured merte 
under my protection, became the head of a muſical faction, 
and had ſometimes concerts at my own houſe. I once 


thought to have attained the highcK rank of elegance, by 


taking a foreign finger into keeping. - But my favourite 


fidler contrived to be arreſted on the night of a concert, 
for a finer ſuit of cloaths than I had ever preſumed tc 


wear, and I loſt all the fame, of patronage by refuſing to 
bail Nin; Co 
My next ambition was to fit for my picture. I ſpent a 
whole winter in going from painter to painter, to 1 
a Whole- length of one, and a half length of another; 1 
talked of nothing but attitudes, draperies, and proper 
lights; took my friends to ſee the pictures after every, ſit- 


ting ; heard every day of a wonderful performer in cray- 
ons and miniature, and ſent my pictures to be SPREE. 3 
was told by the judges that they were not like, an 


was 
recommended to other artiſts. At length, being not ablc 


to pleaſe my friends, I grew leſs pleaſed” myſelf, and at laſt 


1 


T3 16-547 1 | . 4 3 3 tj 1 | . 99 
It wes impoſſible ＋ live in total idlenefs : and wander - 
ing al ch of ſomething to de, I was Invited to a 
weekly meeting of yirtuoſas, and felt myſelf inftantane- 
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oully ſeized with an unextinguithable ardour for all natu- 


* » 4 


ral curioſities. I ran from auction to auction, became a 


ineftim- | 
Able 


5 4 


P n : - ' 


able value, and purchaſed a ſecret art of preſerying inſets, 
Which made my collection the envy of the other philoſo- 
pPhers. I found this pleaſure mingled with much yexa- 
tion. All the faults of my life were for nine months cir- 
culated through the town with the moſt active malignity, 
becauſe I happened to catch a moth of peculiar variega- 
tion ; and becauſe I once out-bid all the lovers of ſhells 
and carried off a Wo" it was hinted that the validity 
of my uncle's will sught to be diſputed. I will not deny 
that I was very proud both of the moth and of the ſhell, 
and gratified myſelf with the envy of my companions, 
perhaps more than became a benevolent being. But in 
time I grew weary of being hated: for that which pro- 
duced no adyantage, a my ſhells to children that want- 
ed play-things, and ſuppreſſed the art of drying butter- 
flies, becauſe I would not tempt idleneſs and cruelty to 
CVVT 
I now began to feel life tedious, and wiſhed to ſtore 
myſelf with friends, with whom I might grow old in the 
interchange of benevolence. I had obſerved that popula- 
rity was moſt cafily gained oy an open table, and therefore 
hired a French Cook, furniſhed my fide-board with great 
magnificence, filled my cellar with wines of pompous ap- 
pellations, bought every thing that was dear before it was 
ood, and invited all thoſe who were 'moſt famous for 
Judging of a dinner. * weeks my cook gave me 
warning, and, upon enquiry, told me that Lord Queaſy, 
who dined with me the day before, had ſent him an o er þ 
of double wages, My pride prevailed, I raiſed his w. es, 
and invited his lordſhip to another feaſt. I love plain 2 
meat, and was therefore ſoon weary of ſpreading a table P 
of which I could not partake. I found that my gueſts, : 
when they went away, criticiſed their entertainment, and 3 
_ cenſured my profuſion; my cook thought himſelf neceſ- 
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ſary, and took upon him the direction of the houſe ; and : 
I could not rid myſelf of flatterers, or break from ſlavery, i 
but by ſhutting up my houſe, and declaring my reſolution I 


to live in lodgings. , , ” 
After all this, tell me, dear Idler, what I muſt do next. * 
T have health, I have money, and hope that I have under- 2 
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ſtanding ; yet, with all theſe, T have never yet been able 
to paſs a ſingle day which I did not wiſh at an end before 
ſun-· ſet. ell me, dear Idler, what I ſhall do. I am 


Tour humble ſervant, t. 
5 | _ Tit, RANGER. 
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PHE Sequel of Clarendon's Hiſtory, at laſt happily 
publiſhed, is an acceſſion to Engliſh literature equally 

agreeable to the admirers of elegance and the lovers of 


truth; many doubtful facts may now be aſcertained, and 


many queſtions, after long debate, may be determined b 
deciſive authority. He that records tranſactions in whic 


himſelf was engaged, has not only an opportunity of 5 


knowing innumerable particulars which eſcape ſpectators, 
but has his natural powers exalted by that ardour which 
alwavs riſes at the remembrance of our own importance, 
and by which every man is enabled to relate his own ac- 
tions. better than another s. | „ 


The difficulties through which this work has ſtruggled 5 
into light, and the delays with which our hopes have been 
long mocked, naturally lead the mind to the conſideration. 


of the common fate of poſthumous compoſitions. 


He who ſees himſelf ſurrounded by admirers, and 
whoſe vanity is hourly feaſted with all the luxuries of 
ſtudied praiſe, is eaſily perſuaded that his influence will be 
extended beyond his life; that they who cringe in his 
preſence will reverence his memory; and that thoſe who 


are proud to be numbered among his friends will endea- 


Your to vindicate his choice by zeal for his reputation. 
With hopes like theſe, to the executors of Swift was 
committed the hiſtory of the laſt years of Queen Anne, 
and to thoſe of Pope the works which remained unprinted 
in his cloſet. The performances of Pope were burnt by 
thoſe whom. he had perhaps ſelected from all mankind as 
maß fkely to publiſh them; and the hiſtory had lixkewiſe 
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_ negligent, who conſiders it as uſeleſs lumber, and rids 
himſelf of the incumbrance. EP 725 


— —— 
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Periched, had not a ſtraggling tranſcript fallen into buſy 


hands. T2 JFC 
The papers left in the cloſet. of Peirefc ſupplied his 
heirs with a whole winter's fuel; and many of the la- 


bouts' of rhe learned Biſhop Lloyd were conſumed in the 


kitchen of his deſcendants. _ | | | 

Some works, indeed, have eſcaped total deſtruction, 
but yet have had reaſon to lament the fate of Orphans 
expoled to the frauds of unfaithful Guardians. How Hale 
would have borne the mutilations which his © Pleas of 


the Crown' have ſuffered from the editor, they who, - 


know his character will eafily conceive. - 


> Dn 


The original copy of Burnet's Hiſtory, though promiſ- 
ed to ſome public * Library, has been never given; and 


who thien can prove the fidelity of the publication, when 
the authenticity of Clarendon's Hiſtory, though printed 


with the ſanction of one of the firſt univerſities of the 
world, had not an unexpected manuſcript been happily 
diſcovered, would, with the help of faCtious credulity, 
have been brought into queſtion by the two loweſt of all 
human beings, a ſcribbler for a party, and a commiſſioner 
of exciſe ? * cy 


* — 


Vanity is often no leſs miſchievous. than negligence or 


diſhoneſty. He that poſſeſſes a valuable manuſcript, hopes 


to raife irs eſteem by concealment, and delights in the di- 
ſtinction which he imagines himſelf to obtain by keeping 


the key of a treaſure which he neither uſes nor imparts. 


From him it falls to ſome other owner, lefs vain but more 


3 


Vet there are fome works which the authors muſt con- 
ſign unpubliſhed to poſterity, however uncertain be the 


event, however hopeleſs be the truſt. He that writes the 


hiſtory of his own times, if he adheres ſteadily to truth, 


will write that which his own times will not eafily endure. 
He muſt be content to repoſite his book till all private paſ- 


ſions ſhall ceaſe, and love and hatred give way to curioſity. 

it would be proper to repoſite, in ſome public place, the 
manulcrip. of Clarendar, which has not eſcaped all fuſpician 
of uafaithful publication. | Co 
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hut many leave the labours of half their life to their: 


executors and to chance, bceauſe they will not ſend them 


abroad unfiniſhed, and ate unable to finiſn them, da | 


preſcribed to themſelves ſuch a degree of exactneſs as h 

man diligence can ſcarcely attain, * Lloyd, ſays Burnet, 
did not lay out his learning with the fame" diligence as 
dhe laid it in.“ He was always heſitating and enquiring, 


_ raiſing objections and removing them, and waiting for 
clearer light and fuller diſcovery. Baker, after many 


years paſt in Biography, left his manuſcripts to be buried 
n a library, becauſe that was imperfect which could 
never be nf .. OG RL 
Of theſe learned men, let thoſe who aſpire to the ſame 
praiſe, imitate the diligence and avoid the ſcrupuloſity. 
Let it be always remembered that life is ſhort, that 


Ekncwledge is endleſs, and that many doubts deſerve not 
to be cleared. Let thoſe whom nature» and ſtudy have 
qualified to teach mankind, tell us what they have learned 


while they are yet able to tell it, and truſt their reputa. 
tion only to themſel ve. 
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” NY complaint is more frequently N ed among the 


jear ned, chan that of the waſte made by time among 


civilized world with their renown, nothing is now left 


but their names; which are left only to raiſe deſires that 
never can be ſatisfied, and ſorrow which never can be 
comforted. LRU 7 FAR. 5 


Had all the writings of the ancients been faithfully de. 


livered down from. age to age; had the Alexandrian li- 


brary beeu ſpared, and the Palatine repoſitories remained 
unimpaired, how much might we have known of Which 
we are now doomed to be ignorant | how many laborious 


enquiries, and dark conjectures,” how many collations of 
broken hints and mutilated paſſages, might have been 
Jared ! We ſhould have known the Succellions .of - 


N | 8 


OL, 11. 
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Princes, the Revolutions of Empire, the Actions of the 
Great, and Opinions of the Wiſe, the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of every Sate, and the Arts by which public 
Grandeur and Happineſs are acquired and preſerved ; we 
mould have traced the progreſs. of Life, ſeen Colonies 


from diſtant regions take poſſeſſion of European deſarts, 


and troops of Savages ſettled into Communities by. the 
deſire of keeping what they had acquired; we ſhould 
have traced the gradations of civility, and travelled up- 
ward to the original of things by the light of Hiſtory, till 
in remoter times it had glimmered in fable, and ar. laſt 
ſunk into darkneſs. „„ a0 wary, 
If the works of imagination had been leſs diminiſhed, 
it is likely that all future times might have been ſupplied 
with inexhauſtible amuſement by the fictions of Anti- 
quity. The Tragedies of Sophocles and Euripides would 
have ſhewnall the ſtronger paſſions in all their diverſities; 
and the Comedies of Menander would have furniſhed all 
the maxims of domeſtic life. Nothing would have been 
neceſſary to moral wiſdom but to have ſtudied theſe great 
Maſters, whoſe knowledge would have guided dout 
and whoſe authority would have ſilenced cavils. 
Such are the thoughts that riſe in every Student when 
his curioſity is eluded, and his ſearches are fruſtrated; 
yet it may perhaps be doubted, whether our complaints 
*are not ſometimes inconſiderate, and whether we do not 
imagine more evil than we feel. Of the Ancients, enough 
remains to excite our emulation and direct our endea- 
vours. Many of the works which time has left us, we 
know to have been thoſe that were moſt eſteemed, and 
-which Antiquity itſelf conſidered as* Models; fo that, 
having the Originals, we may without much regret loſe 
the imitations. The obſcurity which the want of con- 
temporary writers often produces, only darkens fingle 
paſſages, and thoſe commonly of ſlight importance. The 
general tendency of m—_ piece may be known;- and 
though that diligence deſerves praiſe which leaves no- 
thing unexamined; yet its miſcarriages ar2 not much 
to be lamented; for the moſt uſeful truths are always 
univerſal, and vnconnetted with accidents and cuf- 
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- Sack be the general conſpiracy of human nature' againſt: 


| contemporary. merit, that if we had inherited from Au- 


tiquity enough to afford employment for the Denn 
and N for the idle, I know not What room 
would have been left for modern genius or modern ;nduf- 


try; almoſt every ſubje& would have been;pre-oceupied, 
and every ſtyle would have been fixed by a precedent 5 


from which few would have ventured to depart. "Every 
writer would have had a rival, whoſe ſuperiority was 


$ already: acknowledged, and to whoſe fame his work 


would, even before 1 it was > ſeen, be marked out for a — ö 


erifice.. 4 


We ſee how tits the: babe experience of ane 
have been able to add to the heroic characters, diſplayed 
by Homer, and how: _ incidents the fertile imagination 
of modern Italy has yet produced, which may not be 


found in the Thad an "Odyſſey. It is likely, that if al} 


the works of the Athenian Philoſophers had been exrant, 


Mal branche and Locke would have been condemned to 


be ſilent readers of the ancient Metaphyſicians ; and it is 


_— chat if the old writers had all remained, 
e Idler aphex: have: ritten a pt ener on "he": 2 
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5 | + he | 1 Liter. Set 3 . 2 q : 


Pp = obſervations which you have made on the? vari- 

ous opinions and purſuits of mankind, you muſt often, 
in Jiterary converſations, have met with men who conſi=.. 
der Diſſipation as the great enemy of the intellect; and 
maintain, that in proportion as the ſtudent keeps himſelf 
within the bounds ofa ſettled plan, he will more certainly | 
advance 1 in ſcience. / 5 

This opinion is, perhaps, generally true; yet, when | 
we Fenn che l nature oft the VO — 

2 2 
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and its perpetual impatience of reftraint, it may be doubted 
whether the faculties may not be contrafted by confin- 
ing the attention; and whether it may not ſometimes be 
proper to riſque the certainty: of little for the chance of 
much. Acquiſitions of knowledge, like blazes of genius, 
re often fortuitous. Thoſe who had propoſed to them - 
felves a methodical courſe of reading, light by accident 
on a new book, which ſeizes their thoughts and kindles 
their curioſity, and opens an unexpected proſpect, to 
which the way which they had preſcribed to themſelves 
would never have conducted them. 
Io inforce and illuſtrate my meaning, I have ſent you 
2 Journal of three days employment, found among the 
papers of a late intimate acquaintance ;; who, as will 
plainly appear, was a man of vaſt deſigns, and of vaſt 
performances, though he ſometimes. deſigned one thing 
and performed another. I allow that the Spectator's 
inimitable productions of this kind may eerie terry ty 
all ſubſequent Journaliſts ; but, as the ſubject of this is 
ifferent from that of any which the Spectator has given 
us, I leave it to you to publiſh or ſuppreſs it. 
. + Mem. The following three days I propoſe to give 
up to reading; and intend, after all the delays which have 


obtruded themſelyes upon me, to finiſh my Eſſay on the 


Extent of the Mental Powers; to reviſe my Treatiſe on 
Logic; to begin the Epic which I have long projected; 
to proceed in my peruſal of the Scriptures with Grotips's 
Comment; and at my leiſure to regale myſelf with the 


WW. works of Claſſics, ancient and modern, and to finiſh my 


Ode to Aſtronomy. „„ „ Ns 5, 
„ Monday,] Defigved to riſe at ſix, but, by my ſer- 
_ - vant's lazineſs, my fire was not lighted before eight, when 
I dropped into a ſlumber that laſted till nine; at which 
time I roſe, and after breakfaſt, at ten ſat down to ſtudy, 
propoſing to begin upon my Effay ; but finding occaſion 
to conſult a paſſage in Plato, was abſorbed in the peruſal 
of the Republic till twelve. I had neglected to forbid 
company, and now enters Tom Careleſs, who, after half 
an hour's chat, inſiſted upon my going with him to en- 
Joy an abſurd character, 15 he had appointed, by an ad- 
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vertiſement, to meet him at a particular coffee houle. 
After we had for ſome time entertained ourſelves with 
him, we ſallied out, deſigning each to repair to his home gs 
but, as it fell out, coming up in the ſtreet to 2 man, 
whoſe ſteel by his fide declared him a butcher, we over- 
heard him opening an addreſs to a genteeliſh fort of a 
young Lady, whom he walked with: „ Miſs, Though © 
«« your Father is maſter of a coal-lighter, and you will 
6 be a great fortune, tis true; yet I wiſh I may be cut 
10 jnto quarters if it is not only Love, and not Lucre of 
« Gain, that is my motive for offering terms of marriage. 
As this lover proceeded in his ſpeech, he miſled us the 
length of three ſtreets, in admiration at the unlimited 
ener of the tender paſſion, that could ſoften even the 
eart of a butcher. We then adjourned to a tavern, and 


1 


3) ͤͤ?:3?8 


from thence to one of the public gardens, where I was 
regaled with a moſt amuſing variety of men poſſeſſiag 
great talents, ſo diſcoloured by affectation, that they only 
made them eminently ridiculous; ſhallow things, who, by 
continual diſſipation, had annihilated the few ideas nature 
had given them, and yet were celebrated for wonderful 
pretty Gentlemen; young Ladies extolled for their Wit, 
| becauſe they were handſome; illiterate empty. women 
as well as men, in high life, admired for their knowledge, 
from their being reſolutely poſitive; and women of real 
underſtanding ſo far from pleaſing the polite million, that 
they frightened them away, and were left ſolitary. 
When we quitted this entertaining ſcene, Tom preſſed 
me, irreſiſtibly, to ſup with him. I reached home at 
twelve, and then reflected, that though indeed I had, by 
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5 remarking various characters, improved my inſight into 

5 human nature, yet ſtill I had neglected the ſtudies pro- 

a poſed, and accordingly took up my Treatiſe oa Logic, to 

„ || give it the intended reviſal; but found my ſpirits too much 

n agitated; and could not forbear afew ſatirical lines, under 

I the title of The Evening Wal. 
d „ Tueſday.} At breakfaſt, ſeeing my Ode to Aſtro- 
f NU nomy lying on my deſk, I was ſtruck with a train of ideas, 
- that L thought might contribute to its improvement. 
5 immediately rang my bell to forbid all viſitants, when my 


! 


Dna > 
ſervant opened the door, with, Sir, Mr. Jeffery Gape. 


My cup dropped out of one hand, and my poem out of 


the other. I could ſcarce aſk him to fit; he told me he 


was going to walk, but as there was a likelihood of rain, 
e would fit with me; he ſaid, he intended at firſt re 
have called at Mr. Vacant's, but as he had not ſeen me a 


great while, he did not mind coming out of his way to 


—. 


wait on me; | made him a bow, but thanks for the 
favour ſtuck in my throat. I aſked him if he had he 


to the coffee-houſe. He replied, two hours. 


Under the oppreflion of this dull interruption, I fat 
ig wiſhfully at the clock; for which, to increaſe my. 
 fatisfaCtion, I had choſen the infcription, * Art is long, 
and Life is ſhort;* exchanging queſtions and anſwers at 
long intervals, and not without ſome hints that the wea- 


ther-glaſs promiſed fair weather. At half an hour after 
three he told me he would treſpaſs on me for a dinner, 
and defired me to ſend to his houſe fot a bundle of pa- 


pers, about incloſing a common upon his eſtate, which 


ie would read to me in the evening. I declared myſelf 


buſy, and Mr. Gape went awa 


Having dined, to prot por f my chagrin I | took up 


Virgil, and feve-al other Claſſics, but could not calm my 


mind, or proceed in my ſcheme, At about five I laid 
my hand on a Bible that lay on my table, at firſt with 
coldneſs and inſenſibility; but was imperceptibly engaged 


in a cloſe attention to its ſublime morality, and felt my 


heart expanded by warm philanthropy, and exalted to dig- 
nity of ſentiment; I then cenſured my too great ſolici. 


tude, and my diſguſt conceived at my acquaintance, wha 


had been ſo far from deſigning to offend, that he only 


meant to ſhew kin:Ineſs and reſpect. In this ſtrain of 


mind I wr. te An Eſſay on Benevolence, and An Elegy 
on Sublunary Diſappoiptments, When I had Eniheq 
theſe at eleven, I ſupped, and recollected how little I 
had adhered to my plan, and almoſt queſtioned the poſs ' 
fibility of purſuing any ſettled and uniform defign ; how» 
ever, I was not fo. far perſuaded of the truth of theſe 


ſuggeſtions, but that I reſolved to try once more at my 


through my 
window, 


ſcheme. As I obſerved the moon 


at which a preſcribed law compels him to toll. 


e 
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window, from a calm and bright ſky ſpangled with in- 
numerable ſtars, I indulged a pleafing meditation” on the 
ſplendid ſcene, and finithed my Ode to Aſtronomy. + 
„ Wedneſday.) Roſe at ſeven, and employed three 


hours in peruſal'of the Scriptures with Grotius's Com- 


ment; and after breakfaſt fell into meditation concerning 
my projected Epic; and being in ſome doubt as to the 
articular: lives of ſome heroes whom I propoſed to cele- 
rate, I conſulted Bayle and Moreri, and was engaged 


two hours in examining various lives and characters, but 


then reſolved to go to my 3 When I was 
ſeated at my deſk, and began to feel the glowing ſucceſſion 


of poetical ideas, my ſervant brought me a letter from a 


Lawyer, requiring my , inſtant attendance at Gray's Inn 
for half an hour. 1 went full of vexation, 'and was in- 


volved in buſineſs till eight at night; and then, being 


< 


too much fatigued to ſtudy, ſupped, and went to 
Here my friend's Journal ' concludes ; which perhaps 


is pretty much a picture of the manner in which many 
proſecute their ſtudies. I therefore reſolved to ſend it 


you, imagining, that if you think it worthy of appearing 


in your paper, ſome of your Readers may receive enter- 


tainment by recopnizing a reſemblance between my 
friend's: conduct and their own. It muſt be left to the 
Idler accurately to aſcertain the proper methods of ad- 
vancing in literature; but this one poſition, dedueible 
from what has been faid above, may, I think, be reaſon- 
ably aſſerted, that he who finds himſelf ſtrongly attrafted 
to any particular ſtudy, though it mav happen to be out 


of his propoſed ſcheme, if it is not triſſing or vicious, h 


better continue his application to it, ſince it is Ekel that 
he will with much more eaſe and expedition attain that 
which a warm inclination ſtimulates him to purſue, than 


L 
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AMONG the fades which have exerciſed the inge- 


nious and the learned for more than three centuries, 
none has been more diligently:or more ſacceſsfully cul- 
| tivated than the art of Tranſlation; by which the im- 


meaſure, removed, and the multiplicity of languages 
come leſs incommodious. 


us models which all ſucceeding ages have laboured to imi- 
tate; but Tranſlation may juſtly be claimed by the mo- 
derns as their wu. In the firſt ages of the world in- 
ſtruction was commonly oral, and learning traditional, 
and what was not written could not be tranflated. When 


the tranſmitfion of events more eaſy and certain, litera-. 
ture did not flouriſh in more than one country at once, or 
diſtant nations : had little commerce with each other; and 
thoſe few whom Curioſity ſent abroad in queſt of im- 
provement, delivered their acquiſitions in their own 


tors of that which they had learned from others. 
tranſlated no books from the Egyptian language; and 


Perſia, the countries that became ſubject to Grecian do- 
minion ſtudied only the Grecian literature. The books 
of the conquered nations, if they had any among them, 
ſunk into oblivion; Greece conſidered herſelf as the Miſ- 
treſs, if not as the Parent, of arts; her language contained 
all that was ſed to be known; and, except the ſa- 
cred writings , of the Old Teſtament, I know not that 
the Library of Alexandria adopted any thing from * 


foreign tongue. 
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ſince happened, that the ignorance of ſucceeding ages 
= would prefer them to their teachers. ** man Row! in 
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pediments which bar the way to ſcience are, in wy 


Of every other kind of writing the. ancients have lefe 


alphabetical writing made the conveyance of opinions and 


manner, deſirous perhaps to. be conſidered as the 1 . 5 


* 8 £5 4 


The Greeks for a time travelled into Egypt; but they 8 


when the Macedonians had oveithrown the Empire of 


The Ramat confeſſed. themſelves.the ſcholars of the 
Greeks, and do not appear to have expected, what has 
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Nome aſpired to the praiſe of literature, thoughtit neceſſary x | 


to learn Greek; and had no need of verfions when they 
could ſtudy the originals. Tranſlation, ' however, wass 
not pa neglected. Dramatic poems could be under- 
ſtood by the people in no language but their own; and 


the Romans were ſometimes entertained with the Trage- 
dies of Euripides and the Comedies of Menander. Other. 


works were ſometimes attempted: in an old Scholiaſt 


there is mention of a'Latin Thad; and we have not wholly _ 
_ loſt Tully's verfion of the Poem of Aratus; but it does 
not appear that any man grew eminent by interpreting 


another; and perhaps it was more frequent to tranſlate 
for exerciſe or amuſement than for fame. 

The Arabs were the firſt: nation who felt the ardour 
of Tranſlation ; when they had ſubdued. the Eaſtern 


provinces of the Greek Empire, they found their captives: _ 


wifer: than themſelves, and made. haſte to relieve their 
wants. by imparted knowledge. They diſcovered that: 
many might grow wiſe by the labour of a few; ang 
that improvements might be made with ſpeed, when the | 
had the. knowledge of former ages in their own language. 
They therefore made haſte to lay hold on Medicine and 


\Philoſophy, and turned their chief authors into Arabic. 
Whether they attempted the poets is not known; their 
literary zeal was vehement, but it was ſhort, and probably, _ 

expired before they had time to add the arts of elegance * | 


to thoſe of neceſſii x. . 
The ſtudy of ancient literature was interrupted in 
Europe by the irruption of the Northern nations, who. 


ſubverted the Roman Empire, and erected new kingdoms 
with new languages, It is not ſtrange, that ſuch confu - 
fion ſhould ſuſpend literary attention; thoſe who loſt, and 

_ thoſe who gained dominion; had immediate difficulties to 
encounter, and immediate miſeries to redreſs; and had 


little leiſure, amidſt the violence of war, the trepidation 


af flight, the diſtreſſes of forced migration, or the tumules . 
of unſettled conqueſt, to . ter ſpeculative truth, _ 
to enjoy the amuſement of imaginary adventures, to 


know the hiſtory of former ages, Or Rudy the events of 
any other lives, But no ſooner had chaos of . 15 


Ty Rags 4 ; by * Te 9 F py * 
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füunk into order, chan learning began again to . in 


the calm of peace. When life and poſſeſſions were ſe- 
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cure, convenience and enjoyment were ſoon ſought, learn- 
ing was found the higheſt gratification of the mind, and 
"Tranſlation became one © the means by which it was 


| an 


At laſt, by a concurrence. of. many cauſes, the. Ras 


ropean worl was rouſed from its lethargy ; thoſe arts 
which. had been long obſcurely ſtudied in the gloom of 


| monaſteries became the general favourites. of mankind ;- 


every nation vied with its neighbour for the prize of learn - 
ing: the epidemical emulation | ſpread. from South to 


North, and CO and THI found thei 1 o 
Britain. %%%; KKK 


x 


| 3 | Hx. i 1 RE) progreſs as Engliſh. A 


will find that Tranſlation was very early cultivated- 
among us, but that ſome principles, either wholly er- 
roneous or too far extended, hindered our ſucceſs from 


being always equal to our diligende. . 


Chaucer, who is generally conſidered . Father of | 


our Poetry, has left a Verſion of Boetius on the Comforts 


of Philoſophy ; the book which ſeems to have been the 
favourite of the middle ages, which had been'tranſlated 


into Saxon by King Alfred, and illuſtrated with a co- 


pious Comment. aſcribed to Aquinas. It may be ſup- 


poſed that Chaucer would apply more than common at- 


tention to an author of fo much celebrity; yet he has at - 


tempted nothing higher than a verſion ſtrickly literal, and 


litv. 


has degraded the poetical parts to proſe, that the con- 
ſtraint of verſification might not obſtruct his zeal for ow | 


Caxton taught us Typography about the year 1 # 


The firſt book printed in Engliſh was a tranſlation. Cax- 
ton was both the Tranſlator ' and Printer of the Deſtruc- 
| tion of FN 9 25 za Book: wy in 2 925 8 of TOE 5 


Was 
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Was conſidered as the beſt account of the fabulous ages, 
and which, though now driven out of notice by Authors 
of no greater ule or value, ſtill continued to be read in 
Caxton's Engliſh to the beginning of the preſent cen» 
tury. 5 | R 
Caxton proceeded as he began, and, except the Poems 
of Gower and Chaucer, printed nothing but Tranflations 
from the French, in which the original is fo ſcrupulouſly 
5 followed, that they afford us lntle Knowledge of our own 
language: though the words are Engliſh, the phraſe is 


* 


As Learning advanced, new works were adopted into 
our language; bur 1 think with little improvement of the 
art of Tranſlation, though foreign nations and other lan- 
guages offered us OA, of a better method; till in the 
age of Elizabeth we began to find that greater uy 
was neceſſary to elegance, and that elegance was neceſ- 
| ſary to general reception; ſome eſſays were then made 
upon the Italian Poets, which deſerve the praiſe and gra- 
_ rituge of Poſters. EE oo OY Oe 
But the old practice was not ſuddenly forſaken ; Hol- 
land filled the nation with literal Trauflation, and, What 
is yet more ſtrange, the ſame exaCtneſs was obſtinatel 
practiſed in the verſions of the Poets. This abſurd labour 
of conſtruing into rhyme was countenanced by Jonſon _ 
in his verſion of Horace; and whether it be that more 
men have learning than genius, or that the endeavours of 
that time were more directed towards knowledge than 
delight, the accuracy of Jonfon found. more imitators 
than the elegance of Fairfax; and May, Sandys, and 
Holiday, confined themſelves to the toil of rendering line 
for line, not indeed with equal felicity, for May and WM 
Sandys. were Poets, and Holiday only a ſcholar and a | 


* . 


critic. - 4 5 : od 
_ _ Feltham £4 wa to conſider it as the eſtabliſhed law of 
poetical tranſlation, that the lines ſhould be neither more 
nor fewer than thoſe of the original; and fo long had 
this prejudice prevailed, that Denham praiſes Fanſhaw's BH 
_ - verſion of Guarini as the example of a new and noble 
way; as the firſt attempt to break the boundaries of cul= » i 
tom, and ailert the natural freedom of the Muſe, "MW | 


_ 


{ 


n emulation of wit and genius which the 
feſtivity of the Reſtoration produced, the Poets ſhook off 
their conſtraint, and conſidered Tranſlation as no longer 


confined to ſervile cloſeneſs. But reformation is ſeldom / 
the work of pure virtue or unaſſiſted reaſon. Tranſlation 


was improved more by accident than conviction. The 
writers of the foregoing age had at leaſt learning equal to 


their genius, and being often more able to explain the 


ſentiments or illuſtrate the alluſions of the Ancients, than 


to exhibit their graces and transfuſe their ſpirit, were per- 
haps willing ſometimes to conceal their want of Poetry 


by profuſion of Literature; and therefore tranſlated lit- 


erally, that their fidelity might ſhelter their infipidity or 


| Harſhneſs, The wits of Charles's time had ſeldom more 


learning behind the colours of a gay 


. han ſlight WOES pet views, and thei r care was to | 
Hide their want o 5 


magination; they therefore tranſlated always with free 
dom, ſometimes with licentiouſneſs, and E expected 
ineſs for Know- 


that their readers ſhould accept ſprightlir 
ledge, and conſider ignorance and miſtake as the impa - 


tience and negligence of a mind too rapid to ſtep at dif- 5 


ficulties, and too elevated to deſcend to minuteneſs. 


Thus was tranſlation made more eaſy to tlie Writer, ; 


and more delightful to the Reader; and there is no won- 


der if eaſe and pleaſure have found their advocates, The 15 

paraphraſtic liberties have been almoſt univerſally ad- 

mitted; and Sherbourn, whoſe 1 was eminent, and 
8 


who had no need of any excuſe to paſs flightly over ob- 
ſcurities; is the only writer who in later times has at- 
tempted to juſtify or revive the ancient ſeverity. © 
There is undoubtedly a mean to be obſerved. Dryden 


ſaw very carly that cloſeneſs beſt preſerved an Author's 


ſenſe, and that freedom beſt exhibired his ſpirit; he 


therefore will deſerve the higheſt praiſe, who can give 4 
repreſentation at once faithful and pleaſing; who can cons 


vey the ſame thoughts with the fame graces, and who, 


when he tranſlates, changes nothing but the language, 


} 
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EW faults of ftyle, whether real or i e, excite 


the malignity of a more numerous claſs o 
than the uſe of hard words. 


: p 1 


If an Author be ſuppoſed to involve his thoughts in 


voluntary oblcurity, and to obſtruct, by unneceſſary dif- 
ficulties, a mind eager in purſuit of truth; if he writes 


not to make others learned, but to boaſt the learning 
which he poſſeſſes himſelf, and wiſhes to 3 
rather than underſtood, — he counteracts the fift end of 
writing, and juſtly ſuffers the utmoſt ſeverity of cenſure, 


or the more affliftive ſeverity of neglect. 


I 
* 


whether he ee bythe Hale of the en 


queſtions are ſuch as the illiterate part of mankind tan 


| have neither intereſt nor pleaſure in diſcuſſing, and which 
3 3208 pits; W 8 b 505 PE © ate BS | kd DES - EY 4 ers 

therefore it would be an uſeleſs endeavour to level with 

common minds by tireſome circumlocutions or laborious 


explanations; and many ſubjects of general uſe may be 


treated in a different manner, as the book is intended for 
the learned or the ignorant. Diffuſion and explication 
are neceſſary to the inſtruction of thoſe who, being net» 
ther able nor accuſtomed to think for themſelves, can 
learn only what is exprefsly taught; but they who can 
form parallels, difcover conlequences, and multiply con- 
cluſions, ar: beſt pleaſed with involution of argument and 
compreſſion of thought; they deſire only to receive the 
ſeeds of knowledge which they may branch out by their 
own. power, to have the way to truth pointed out which 


they can then follow without a guide. 
The Guardian directs one of his pupils: To think 
* with the wife, but ſpeak with the vulgar.” This is a pres 


cept ſpeciousenough, but not always practicable. Difference 


of thoughts will produce difference of langaage. He that 
thinks, with more extent than another, will want words 


* 


* * 
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readers 


But words are only hard to thoſe who do not under= 
ſtand taem; and the Critic dught always to enquire, 


Every Author does not write for every Reader; many 


of 
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of larger meaning; he that thinks, with more ſubtilty, 
will feek for terms of more nice diſcrimination ;/ and 
where is the wonder, ſince words are but thc images of 


things, that he who never knew the originals ſhould not 
know the copies? JJ Ts "ones = 


Yet vanity inclines us to find faults anywhere rather 
than in ourſelves. He that reads and grows no wiſer, 
ſeldom ſuſpects his on deficiency ; but complains of 


hard words and obſcure fentences, and aſks why books 
are written which cannot be underſtood... _ 1 


Among the hard words which are no longer to be uſed, 


it has been long the cuſtom to number terms of art, 
Every man (ſays Swift) is more able to explain the 


© ſubject of an art than its profeſſors; a Farmer will 
© tell you, in two words, that he has broken his leg; 


but a Surgeon, after a long diſcourſe, ſhall leave you 


* as' ignorant as you were before.“ This could only have 
been ſaid by ſuch an exact obſerver of life, in gratifica- - 
tion of malignity, or in oftentation of acuteneſs. Every 


hour produces inſtances of the neceſſity of terms of art. 


Mankind could never conſpire in uniform affe&ation/; it 
is not but by neceſſity that every ſcience and every trade 
has its peculiar language. They that content themſelves 
with general ideas may reft in general terms; but thoſe 
whoſe ſtudies or employments force them upon cloſer in- 
ſpection, muſt have names for particular parts, and words 
by which they may expreſs various modes of combination, 


lch as none but themſelves have occaſion to conſider. 


: Artiſts are indeed ſometimes ready to ſuppoſe that none 
can be ſtrangers to words to which themſelves are fami- 


Har; talk to an incidental enquirer as they talk to one 
another, and make their knowledge ridiculous by inju- 
. dicious obtruſion An art cannot be taught but by its 


proper terms; but it 1s not always neceſſary to teach the 


That the yulgar expreſs their thoughts clearly, is far 
from true; and what perſpicuity can be found among 


them proceeds not from the ealinels of their language, 


but the ſhallowneſs of their thoughts. He that ſees a 
building as a common ſpectator, contents himſelf with 


relating 
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relating that it. is great or little, mean or ſplendid; lofry 
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or low; all theſe words are intelligible and common, but 
they/convey no diſtinct or limited ideas; if he attempts 


without the terms of architecture to delineate the parts or 


enumerate the ornaments. his narration at once hecomes 
unintelligible, The terms, indeed, generally diſpleaſe, 
becauſe they are underſtood by few; but they are little 
underſtood only, becauſe few that look upon an edifice ex» 


amine its parts, or analyſe its columns into their mem» 


bers. 


_ . 3 . 5 * a, BORE n 8 3g 5 
The ſtate of every other art is the ſame: as it is cur- 


| ſorily ſurveyed or accurately examined, different forms of 


expreſſion become proper. In Morality it is one thing to 
diſcuſs the niceries of the cafuiſt, and another to direct 


ſtruts the farmer to plough and fow, may convey. his 
notions without the words which he would find neceſ- 


fary in explaining to Philoſophers the proceſs of vegeta- 

tion ; and if he who has nothing ro do but to be honeſt 

by the ſhorteſt way, will perplex his mind with. ſubtle - 
ſpeculations; or if he, whole taſk is to reap and threſh 

will not be contented without examining the evolution of | 

tlie ſeed and circulation of the ſap, the writers whom 


either ſhall conſult are very little to be blamed, though 
it ſhould fometimes happen chat they are read in vain. |, 
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| THICK Shifter was born in Cheapſide, and, having 


32 paſſed reputably through all the claſſes of St Pauls 


ſchool, has been for fome years a Student in the Tem- 
ple. He is of opinion that inrenſe. applieation dulls the 
_ faculties; and thinks it neceſſary to temper i ſeverity of 
the Law by books that engage the mind, but do not fa- 
tigue it. He has therefore made a copious colleftion of 
Plays, Poems, and Romances, to which he has recourſe - 
when he fancies himſelf tired with Statutes and Reports; 
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and he W enquires yery picely \ whether be is weary, 
| or ole. 


Dick has received from his favourite Kao very | 
frrong impreſſions: of a country life; and though his 


furtheſt excurſions have been to Greenwich on ene fide, 
and Chealſea on the other, he has talked for ſeveral years, C 
with great pomp of language and elevation of ſentinents, 
about a ſtate too high for contempt and too low for envy, 
about homely quiet and blameleſs 18 0 
delights, and rura] innocence. 


is friends who had eſtates in the country. hen. in⸗ 


vited him to paſs the ſummer among them ; but ſome- 


thing or other had always hindered him: ad he conſi- 


dered, that to reſide in the houſe of another man, was 


to incur a kind of dependence, inconſiſtent with that 
laxity of lite which he had imaged as the chief good. 
This ſummer he reſolved to be happy, and procured 


LY lodging to be taken for him at a ſolitary houſe, ſituated 
about thirty miles from London, on the banks of a fmall 


river, with corn fields before it, and a kill on each fide, 
covered with wood, He concealed the place of bis re- 
tirement, that none might violate his obſcurity; and pro- 


miſcd himſelf many a happy day when he ſhould hide 
himſelf among the trees, and e the tumults and 


vexarions of the rown. - | 

He ſtepped into the poſt-chaiſe with his heart bearing 
and his eyes ſparkling, was conveyed through many va- 
rictics of delightful 'proſpetts, ſaw hills and meadows, 
cara-fields and paſture, ſucceed each other; and for four 
hours charged none of his Poets with fiction or exagger- 


ation. He was now within fix miles of happineſs, When 
_— never felt ſo much agitation before, he began to 


is journey at an end; and the laſt hour was paſſed 
in in changing his poſture, and quarrelling with his dri- 
An hour may be bee but cannot by take? the 


- at length alighted at his new dwelling, and was Ng | 
as he expected; he looked round upon the hills and ri- 


vulets, but his joints were ſtiff and his muſcles ſore; and 
his 6rſ TOI was to fee ks bed-chamber, 8 1 


. rue IDLER; 53 
1 He refted. well, and afcribed the ſoundneſs of his ſleep 


4 to the ſtilineſs of. the country. He expected from that 
* time nothing but nights of quiet and days of rapture; and 
as ſoon as he had riſen, wrote an account of his new tate | 
4 | wore of his ga e in the Trang. | EY 
. Dear Err. | 
| c 1 never pitied his belies I am now 28 1 cinild wiſh 


e 29 man of wiſdom and virtue to be, — in the re- 
gions of calm content and placid meditation ; with all 
© the beauties of Nature ſoliciting my notice, and all the 

« diverſities of Pleaſure courting my acceptance; the birds 
135 v are chirping in the hedges, and the flowers blooming in 
Im | © the mead ; the breeze is whiſtling i in the woods, and the 
5 « Sun dancing on the water. I can now ſay with truth, 
that a man capable of enjoying the purity of happineſs, 
is never more buſy than in his hours of leiſure, nor ever 


b i 
| 3 * leſs a than in A place of ſolitude. 
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lam, dear Frank, e. 


| When he had ente away his letter, he walked into the 
wack” with tome inconvenience, from the furze that 
| 7 {Re his legs, and the briars that ſcratched his face; 
I be at laſt fat down under a tree, and heard with great de- 
light a ſhower, by which he was not wet, rattling among 
the branches: This, faid he, is the true image of oþſcurity.: 
2 hear of troubles and: commotions, but never feel. 
tem. 
_ His amuſement did not orerpower the calls, of nature, | 
and he therefore went back to order his dinner. He 
knew that the country produces whatever is eaten or 
drunk; and imagining that he was now at the ſource of 
luxury, reſolged to indulge himſelf with dainties which 
be ſuppoſed might be procured at a price next to nothing, 
| if any price at all was expected; and intended to amaze 
4. the ruſtics with 8 eneroſity, by paying more than 
they would aſk. Of twenty diſhes which he named, 
| he was amazed to 2 that ſcarce one was to be had; and 
hard with aſtoniſhment and indignation, that all the 


fruits of the earth were ſold at a higher price than in che 
ſtreets of London. FB Ao ge gr = 5 
His meal was ſhort and ſullen; and he retired again 
to His tree, to enquire how dearneſs could be conſiſtent wick 
abundance, or how fraud ſhould be praftiſed by ſim- 
plicity. - He was not Tatisfied with his own ſpeculations 3- 
and returning home early in the evening, went a while 
from window to window, and found that he wanted 
ſomething to do. . ht 5 


He enquired for a News- paper, and was told that 


* 


farmers never minded news, but that they could ſend for 
it from the ale - houſe. A meſſenger was diſpatched, who 
ran away at full - ſpeed, but loitered an hour behind the 
. hedyes; and at laſt coming back with his feet purpoſely be- 
mired, inſtead of expreſſing the gratitude which Mr. 
Shifter expected for the bounty of a ſhilling, faid . 
$28 the night was wet, and Js way dirty, and he 
hoped that his worſhip would not think it much to give 
him half a crown. _ „„ 5 
Dick now went to bed with ſome abatement of his ex- 
Fame; but ſleep, I know not how, revives our hopes 
nd rekindles our defires. He roſe early in the morning, 
furveyed the landſcape, and was plcaſed. He walked out 
and paſſed from field to field, without obſerving any 
eaten path; and wondered that he had not feen the 
ſhepherdeſſes dancing, nor heard the ſwains piping to 
oo per Fd 
At laſt he ſaw ſome reapers and harveſt - women at 
dinner. Here, ſaid he, are the true Arcadians, and ad- 
vanced courteouſly towards them, as afraid of confuſing 
them by the dignity of his, preſence. They acknow- 
ledged his ſuperiority by no other token than that of aſk- 
ing him for ſomething to drink. He imagined that he 
had now purchaſed the privilege of diſcourſe, and began to 
deſcend to familiar queſtions, endeavouring to accommo- 
date his diſcourſe to the groſſneſs of ruſtic underſtand- 
ings. The clowns ſoon found that he did not know 
wheat from rye, and began to deſpiſe him. - One of the 
boys, by pretending to ſhew him a bird's neſt, decoyed | 
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Maio a ditch; and one of 'the wenches: id bim 2 


| | bargain, 


miſchievous of diſpoſition. Next morning he was: ac» 
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dhe had orders to indift him. Shifter was offended, but 


not terrified; and, telling the Attorney that he was him⸗ | 
felf a Lawyer, talked. o volubly . Pentiloggers and 


Barraters, that he drove him away. _ 
Finding his walks thus interrupted, he was ;3oclined 9 
ride ; and being pleaſed with the appearance of a ior 


owner; who warranted him ſound, and would nor fell 
him but that he was too fine for a plain man. Dick paid 
down the price, and riding out to enjoy the evening, fell 
with his new horſe into a ditch; they got out with dif- 
 ficulty, and as he was going to mount again, a country» 
man looked at the horſc, and perceived him to be blind. 


* „„ * eee 
__ 


but was told, that a man who rented. his ground muſt do 
the beſt for nF that his landlord had his rent though 


or no, he ſhould ſe}l them to the bigheſt bidder. 
Shifter now began to be tired with ruſtic Gmplicity'; 
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bers, and bade farewell to the regions of r ne 
and "oe ONE: V e 
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ficicnt memory; and, indeed, every one finds that 


irretrievably away; that the acquiſitions of the mind are 


r Hh Fo 25. a Re Se Sf Oh 2 ED 


Ti Wein bod gien him na grew plenfurs 3: e he. 
: hoped to find other ruſtics leſs coarſe of manners, and leſs, 


coſted by an Attorney, who told him that, unleſs he 
made Farmer Dobſon fatisfaCtion for trampling his graſs, 


that was grazing in a neighbouring meadow, enquired the 


Dick went to the ſeller, and demanded back his. money; 
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the year was barren; and that whether horſes had an | 


; and on the fifth day took poſſelſion again of his Cham- : 


ME inal. of nothing more 3 than of de- 
many of the ideas which he deſired to retain have ſlipped 
: W CE y 2 wih the + oa of fortune; 080 
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knowledge than impairs an eſtate. 


mult plicity of attainments. 


pain from the pertinaceous adheſion of un welcome images, 


uſeful; and it may be doubted whether we ſhould be inore 
8 by the art of Memory or the art of Forgetful- 
Ne 8. 1 32 5 | OY 5 


always wearing away, and which new images are ſtriving 
to obliterate. If uſeleſs thoughts could be expelled from 


FF ͤ⁵ͤ1M. p 7; 
It is impoſſible to conſider, without ſome. regret, how 
much might have been leatned, or how much might have 
been invented, by a rational and vigorous application of 
time, uſeleſsly or painfully paſſed in the revocation of 
events, which have left neither good nor evil behind 
them, in grief for misfortunes either repaired or irrepar- 
able, in teſentment of injuries known only to ourſelves, 
Hof which death has put the authors beyond our power. 
Philoſophy has accumulated precept upon precept, to 
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uſeleſs miſery is certainly folly; and he that feels evils 
before thev-come, may be defervedly cenſured ; yet ſurel 7 
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' ſees evil in proſpe&t meets it in his way; but he who 
catches it by retroſpection, turns back to find it. That 
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warn us againſt the anticipation of future calamities. All 


which is feared may ſometimes be avoided; but that 
N | | , Which 


hat a ſhort intermiſſion of attention more certainly leſſen 


To alfiſt this weakneſs: of our nature many methods 
have been propoſed; all which may be juſtly ſuſpected of 
being ineſſectual; for no art of memory, however its 
eff &ts have been boaſted or admired, has been ever 
adopted into general uſe, nor have thoſe who poſſeſſed it 
appeared to excel. others in readineſs of recollection or 


cc 
though Themiſtocles only confeſſed it. We ſuffer equal Þ} 


as from the evaneſcence of theſe which are pleaſing and | 


PForgetfulneſs is neceſſary to Remembrance. Ideas are 
retained by renovation of that impreſſion which time is 


the mind, all the valuable parts of our knowlodge would 
more frequently recur, and every recurrence would rein- 


— 


do dread the future is more reaſonable than to lament the 
paſt. The buſfincſs of life is to go forwards: he who 


a ſecond time. 


moi row. int 
Regret is in 


allowable but ds Bike 5 7 it tends to che . | 
of life, or to adinonition of error which we may be a Ft 
the 


in danger of committing. 'Bur' a very ſmall 415 0 
moments ſpent in tme Jitation on the paſt, produce an 


reaſonable caution or falutary forrow. Moſt of the mor- 
rifications that we have ſuffered aroſe from the concur- 
rence of local and temporary circumſtances, which can ne- 


ver meet p hr ; and moſt of our diſappoiotments have ſuc- 
ceeded thoſe ex ann th which life all 


It would add much to Merten happineſs, if an 


a nen taught of forgetting all of which the remem- 


brance is, at once uſeleſs and affli dive, if that pain 


which never can end ja pleaſure could be driven totally 
away, that the mind might perform its functions with- 
out incumbrance, and the PG might wo longer encroach 


upon the preſent. 
Little can be done well to which the ee wind 1s 
not applied; the buſineſs of every day calls for the day 


to which it is affigned; and he will have no leifure to , 


regret yeſterday's vexations who: reſolves not to have a 


neh. ſubject of regret to- morrow. 
But to forget or to remember at plenfurs/' are egen 
5 os the power of man. Yet as memory may be af 
 fiſte# by method, and the decays of — repaired 
by ftated times of recollection, ſo the power © = 
tz capable of improvement... Reaſon will, by a aa 


forgetting 


conteſt, prevail over imagination; and the power . Pal 
obtained of transferring the attention as e an all 


| direct. 


Fhe ee e of troubleſome en ae often vo 


tent and importunate: and it is not eaſy to a mind ac- 
euſtomed to their inroads, to expel them immediately 74 
putting better images into motion; but this enemy oF | 
quiet is above all others weakened by every defeat; the 


refleftion which has been once oVerpowe ed and ejected; 


ſeldom returns with wy Ras vehgmence. 


'Emplay- 
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Employment is the great inſtrument of intellectual do- 

minion. The mind cannot rerire from its enemy into 
total vacancy, or turn aſide from one object but by paſſ- 
fing to another. The gloomy and the reſentful are al- 
ways found among thoſe who have nothing to do, or who. 
do nothing. We muſt be buſy about good or evil; and 
de to whom the preſent offers nothing, will often be 

looking backward on the paſ . 
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TR AT every man would be rich if a wiſh could ob- 
_.* .tain riches, is a poſition which I believe few will 
conteſt, at leaſt in a nation like ours, in which commerce 
has kindled an univerſal emulation of wealth, and in 
which money receives all the honours which are the pro- 
per right of knowledge and of virtue. 
Vet though we are all labouring for gold as for the 
chief good, and, by the natural eftort of unwearied dili- 
gence, have fouud many expeditious methods of Obtain- 
ing it, we have not been able to improve the art of uſing 
it, or to make it produce more happineſs than it afforded 
in former times, when every declaimer expatiated on its 
miſchiefs, and every philoſopher taught his followers to 
).. ß os Og pn Me 
Many of the dangers imputed of old to exorbitant 
wealth, are now at an end. The rich are neither way» 
laid by robbers, nor watched by informers; there is no- 
thing to be dreaded from profcriprions or ſeizures. The 
neceſſity of concealing treaſure has long ceaſed; no 
man now needs counterfeit mediocrity, and condemn his 
plate and jewels ro caverns and darkneſs, or feaſt his mind 
with the conſciouſneſs of cloyded ſplendour, of ſinery 
wo is uſeleſs till it is ſhewh, and which he dares not 
In our time the poor are ſtrongly tempted to aſſume 
the appearance of wealth; but the wealthy very rely 
deſire to be thought poor; for we are all at full libef to 
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| iches by every mode of oftentation, We fill our 
- houtes with uſeleſs ornaments, only to ſhew that we can 
buy them; we cover our coaches. with gold, and em- 


ploy artiſts in the diſcovery of new faſhions of expence ; 


2 yet it cannot be found that riches produce happi- 
Of riches, as of every thing elſe, the hope is more than 
the enjoyment; while we conſider them as the means 
to be uſed at ſome future time for the attainment of fe- 
Hcity, we preſs on our purſuit ardently and vigorouſly, _ 

and that ardour ſecures us from wearineſs of ourſelves ; 
but no ſooner do we fit down to enjoy our acquifition 
than we find them. inſulficient to ill up the yacuiie of 

One cauſe which is not always obſerved of the infuffi» 

ciency of riches is, that they very ſeldom make their 
owner rich. To be rich, is to have more than is defired, 
and more than is wanted; to have ſomerhing which may 
be ſpent without reluctance, and ſcattered without care, 
with which the fudden demands of defire may be grati- 


. 
71 


| Fed, the caſual freaks of fancy indulged, or the unex- 
' | peed opportunities of benevolence improved. 
Avvarice is always poor, but poor by her own fault, 
| There is another poverty to which the rich ate expoſ ec 


with lefs guilt by the officiouſneſs of others Every 
man, eminent for exuberance of fortune, is ſurrounded 
from morning to evening, and from evening to midnight, 
dy flatterers, whoſe art of adulation conſiſts in exciting 
artificial wants, and iaforming new ſchemes of profuſion. 
Tom Tranquil, when he came to age, found him- 
ſelf in poſſeſſion of a fortune, of v hich the twentieth 
part might perhaps have made him rich. His temper is 
eaſy, and his aſſections ſoft; he receives every man win 
EKindneſé, and hears him with credulity. His friends 
took care to ſittle him by giving him a wife; whom 
„ no particular inclination, he rather accepted 
than choſe, becauſe he was told that ſhe was proper 
for him, „VVV VVV 
e He 
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le was now to live with dignity . proportionate to his 
fortune. What his fortune requires or admits Tom 
does not know, for he has little ſkill in computation 
and none of his friends think it their intereſt to improve 
it. If he was ſuffered to live by his own choice, he 
would leave every thing as he finds it, and paſs through 
the world diſtinguiſhed, only by inoffenſive gentleneſs. 
But the miniſters of luxury have marked him out as 
one at whoſe ex pence THEY, NAY cxerciſe their arts... A 
com p? nion, who $5 juſt learned the names of the Italian 
maſters, runs from ſale to ſale, and buys pictures, for 
Which Mr. Tranquil pays, witholt .enquiring Where. 
they ſhall be hung. Another fills hif garden with ſta- 
tues, which Tranquil wiſhes away? but dares not re- 
mcve. One of his friends is learning architecture by 35 
building him a houſe, Which he paſſed by, and en- ; 
' Quired to whom it belonged; another has been for three f 
yours digging canals and raiſing mounts, cutting trees | 
down in one place, and planting them in another, n 
which Tranquil looks with ſerene indifference, without 
aſking what will be the coſt. Another projeCtor tells ff. 
him that a water-work, like that of Verſailles, will ; 
complete the beauties of his ſeat, and lays his draughts | 
before him; Tranquil turns his eyes upon them, and 
the artiſt begins his explanations; Tranquil raiſes no 1 
_ obje&ions, but orders him to begin the work, that he | 
may eſcape the talk which he docs not underſtand. 5 
Thus a thouſand hands are buſy at his expence, witb⸗- ' 
. out adding to his pleaſures. He pays and receives viſits, 
and has. loitered in public or in ſolitude, talking in 
ſummer of the ten, and in Winter of the country, with- 
out knowing that his fortune is impaired, till his Ste- 


ward told him this morning, that he could pay the 
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workmen no longer but by mortgaging a manor. 
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þ the mythological: pedigree of - learnin Sy Memory Is 

1 made the mother of the Muſes, by which the maſters _ 

of ancient ee meant to ſhew the neceſ- 
ſity of ſtoring the mind copiouſly with true notions, be- 
Fore the imagination ſhould be ſuffered to form fictions 
or collect embelliſhments; for the works of an ignorant 
Poet can afford nothing higher than pleanng ſound; and 
fiction is of no other uſe than to diſplay the treaſures of 

I The neceſſity of Memory to the acquiſition. of knows _ 

TEES G * 3 | L344) =&4 THINS 
ledge is inevitably felt and univerſally, allowed; ſo Tat | 


_ -ſcarcely any other of the mental faculties are. common 
conſidered as neceſſary to a Student. He that admires 
the proficiency: of another, always attributes it to the 
happineſs of his Memory; and he that laments. his own 
defects, concludes with a wiſh that his Memory was 
It is evident, that when the power of retention is 
weak, all the attempts at eminence of knowledge muſt 
be vain; and as few are willing to be doomed t) per- 
petual ignorance, I may, perhaps, afford conſolation to 

ſome that have fallen too eaſily into deſpondence, hy 
obſerving that ſuch weakneſs is, in my opinion, very 
rare, and that few have reaſon to complain of Nature as | 


9 > 4» 


þ 


Iurnxkindly ſparing of the gifts of Memory... MK 

3 la the common bufineſs of life, we find the * 3 | 

; of one like that of another, and. honeſtly impate omil= - 
ſions not to: involuntary forgetfulneſs, but culpable in= lh 

| attention; but in hrerary inquires failure. is imputed 

| rather to want of Memory than of Diligence, 


Me conſider ourſelves as defeftive in Memory, either 
becauſe we remember leſs tlian we deſire, or leſs than 
ve ſuppoſe others to remember... 
Memory is like all other human powers, with Which 
no man can be ſatisfied who meaſures them by what he 
can conceive, or by what he can deſire. He whoſe 
mind is moſt capacious find 8 much too narrow for luis 


' willis; 
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THE IDLER. 
wiſhes; he that remembers moſt remembers little, com- 
| pared with what he forgets. He therefore that, after 
the peruſal of a book, finds few ideas remaining .in his 

mind, is not to conſider the diſappointment as peculiar 
to himſelf, or to reſign all hopes of improvement, be- 
cauſe he does not retain what even the author has per- 
© haps forgotten. JJJJ«ö;—W—’1 ß Be: TW 
fle who compares his Memory with that of others 
is often too haſty to lament the inequality. Nature has 
ſometimes, indeed, afforded examples of enormous, won 
derful, and gigantic Memory. Scaliger reports of 
himſelf, that, in his youth, he could repeat above an 
hundred verſes, having once read them; and Barthicus 
declares that he wrote his Comment upon Claudian 
without conſulting the text. But not to have ſuch de- 
grees of Memory is no more to be lamented than not to 
have the ſtrength of Hereules, or the ſwiftneſs of 
Achilles. He that in the diſtribution of good has an 
equal ſhare with common men, may juſtly be contented. 
Where there is no ſtriking diſparity, it is difficult to 
know of two which remembers moſt, and ſtill more 
difficult to diſcover which read with greater attention, 
which has renewed the firſt impreſſion by more frequent 
repetitions, or by what accidental combination of ideas 
either mind might hare united any particular narrative 
or argument to its former ſtock gn. 
But Memory, however impartially diſtributed, ſo || 
often deceives our truſt, that almoſt every man attempts, 
by ſome artifice or other, to ſecure its fidelity, © 
It is the practice of many readers to note, in the 
margin of their books, the moſt important paſſages, the 
_ ſtrongeſt arguments, or the brighteſt ſentiments. Thus 
they load their minds with ſuperfluous attention, repreſs 
the vehemence of curioſity by uſeleſs deliberation, and 
by frequent interruption break the current of narration . 
or the chain of reaſ n, and at laſt cloſe the volume, and 
forget the paſſages and marks together. 
Others I have found unalterably perſuaded that no- 
ching is certainly remembered but what is tranſcribed; 
and they have therefore paſſed weeks and months in 
„% os „%% : transfer 
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transferiiog, large quotations to a common - place book. 
Yet, why any part of a book, which can be conſulted 


at pleaſure, ſhould be copied, I, was never able to diſ- 


cover. The hand has no clofer correſpondence with rhe, 
Memory than the eye. The act of writing itſelf diſtracts 
the thoughts, and'what is read twice is commonly better 


remembered than what is tranſcribed. . This method, 


Werne te without e Memory. = 
The true Art of Memory is the Art of Attention. 


No mat will read with much advantage, who is not able, 


at pleaſure, to evacuate his mind, or who brings not to 
his Author an intellect defecated and pure, neither turbid 


With care, nor agitated by pleaſure. . If the repoſitories. 


of thought are already full, what can they receive? If 
the mind is comple on the paſt or future, the book. 
will be held before the eyes in vain. What is read With 
delight is commonly retained, becauſe pleaſure always 


ſecures attention; but the books which are conſulted by 


occaſional neceſſity, and peruſed with impatience, ſeldom. 
leave any traces on the mind. 
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I the time when Baſſora was conſMered as the School 


Jof Aſia, and flouriſhed by the reputation of its pro- 


feſſors and the confluence of. its. ſtudents, among the 
pupils that liſtened round the chair of Albumazar was 
Gelaleddin, a native of Tauris in Perſia, a young man 


amiable in his manners and beautiful in his form, of _ 


boundleſs | curioſity, inceſſant diligence, and irreſiſtible 


No ſooner did Gelaleddin appear at Baſſon 
virtues and abilities raiſed him to diſtinktion. 


genius, of quick apprehenſion and tenacious memory, 
accurate without narrowneſs, and eager for novelty with- 


7 


out inconſtan cy. 


© thaw hl 
e paſſed 


from claſs to claſs, rather admired than envied by thoſe 
whom the rapidity. of his progreſs. left behind; he was 


> V 


conſulted by his fellow- ſtudents as an oraculous guide, 
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admitted as a competent auditor to the con 
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_ © Aﬀeer a few years, hab ing paſſed through all the ex- 


erciſes of probation, Gelaleddin was invited to a Pro- 
feſfor s ſeat, and entreated to increaſe the ſplendour of 
zaſſora. Gelaleddin affected to deliberate on the pro- 
ofal, with which, before he conſidered it, he reſolved: 


to comply; and next morning retired to a garden plant- 


ed for the recreation of the ſtudents, and, entering a 
folitary walk, began to meditate upon his future life. 
If 1 am thus eminent,“ ſaid he, * in the regions of 

Literature, I ſh all be vet more conſoicuous in any 


& other place: if 1 ſhould now devote myſelf to ſtudy. 


«and retirement, I muſt paſs my life in ſilence, unac- 
& quainted with the delights of wealth, the influence of 
« power, the pomp of greatneſs, and the charms of ele- 
4 gance, with all that man envies and deſires, with alb 
« that keeps the world in motion, by: the hope of gain- 
ing or the fear of loſing it. I will therefore depart to 


% Tauris, where the Perſian Monarch reſides in all the 
« ſplendour of abſolute dominion: my reputation will 


« fly before me, my arrival will be congratulated by 


„ my kinſmen and my friends; I ſhall ſee the eyes of 


« thoſe! who predicted my greatneſs ſparkling with ex- 


4e ultation, and the faces of thoſe that once deſpiſed me 


_ © clouded with envy, or e eee rhe rp 


* tificial ſmiles. I will ſhew my wiſdom by my dif- 


& courſe, and my moderation by my filence; I will in- 


« ſtruct the modeſt with eaſy gentleneſs, and repreſs the 
4 oſtentatious by ſeaſonable ſuperciliouſneſs. My apart 


„ ments will be crowded by the inquiſitive and the vain, 


c by thoſe that honour and thoſe that rival me; my 


„ name will ſoon reach the Court; I ſhall ftand before 


„ the throne of the Emperor; the Judges of the Law 
« will confeſs my wiſdom; and the Nohles will contend 
« to heap gifts upon me. If I ſhall nnd that my meiit, 
« like that of others, excites malignity, or feel myſelf 
« tottering on the ſeat of elevation, I may at laſt retire 


„ to academical obſcurity, and become; in my loweſt 


Having 


{ 


: res thus ſertled his determination, lie declared to 
8 


his friends his deſign of viſiting Tauris, and ſaw, with 


more pleaſure than he ventured to (expreſs, the regret © : 
with which he was diſmiſſed. - He could not bear to de- 
lay the honours to which he was deſtined ; and there- 


fore haſted away, and in a ſhort time entered the capital 
of Perſia. He was immediately immerſed in the crowd, 
and paſſed unobſerved to his father's houſe. He en- 
tered, and was received, though not unkindly, yet with= 


out any exceſs of fondneſs, or exclamations of rapture. 


His father had, in his abſence, ſuffered many loſſes; 
and Gelaleddin was conſidered as an additional burthen 
to A falling fit om EO 
When he recovered from his ſurprize, he began to 
diſplay his acquiſitions, and- practiſed all the arts of nar- 
ration and diſquiſition; but the poor have no leiſure 
do be pleaſed with eloquenee; they heard his arguments 
without reflection, and his pleaſantries without a ſmile. 
He then applied himſelf fingly to his brothers and fifters, 
but found them all chained down by inyariahle attention 
to their own fortunes, and inſenſible of any other excel- 
lence than that which could bring ſome remedy for in- 
It was now known in the neighbourhood, that Gela- 


— 4 


leddin was returned; and he fat for ſome days in expec= 


tation that the Learned would viſit him for conſultation, 
or the Great for entertainment. But who will de 
pleaſed or inſtructed in the manſions of Poverty? He 
then frequented places of public reſort, and endeavoured - 
to attract notice by the copiouſneſs of his talk. The 
ſprighily were filenced, and went away to cenfure in 
| ſome other place his arrogance and his pedantry; and 
the dull liſtened quietly for a while, and then wondered 
why any man ſhould take pains to obtain ſo muck know= _ 
| ledge which would never do him good. co -» 
17 Th ſo'icited the Viziers for employmtht, not 
_ doubtſhg but his ſervice would be eagerly accepred. He 
was told by one that there was no vacancy in his office; 
by another, that his merit was above any patronage but 
that of the Emperor; by 9 third, that he would not for- 


TT 
get him; and by the Chief Vizier, that he did not think 
Hrerature of any great uſe in public buſineſs. He was 
ſometimes admitted to their tables, where he exerted his 
wit and diffuied his knowledge; but he obſerved; that 

where, by endeavour- or accident, he had remarkably _ 
excelled, he was ſeldom invited a ſecond time. 
He now returned to Baſſora, wearied and diſguſted; 
but confident of reſuming his former rank, and revelling 


gagain in ſatiety of praiſe. But he who had been neg- 


lected at Tauris wes not much regarded at Baſſora; he 


Was conſidered as a fugitive, who returned only becauſe 


he could live in no other place; his companions found 
that they had formerly over-rated his abilities; and he 
lived long without notice or eſteem, © 
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n To the Idler. 
J WAS much pleaſed with your ridicule of thoſe 

' ſhallow Critics, whoſe judgment, though often 
right as far as it goes, yet reaches only to inferior beau - 
ties, and who, unable to comprehend the whole, judge 
only by parts, and from thence determine the merit of 
extenſive works. But there is another kind of Critic ' 
fill worſe, who judges by narrow rules, and thoſe too 
often falſe, and which, though they ſhould be true, and 
founded on nature, will lead him but a very little way 
towards the juſt eſtimation. of the ſublime beauties in 
works of Genius; for whatever part of an art can be ex- 
ecuted or criticiſed by rules, that part is no longer the 
work of Genius, which implies excellence out of the 
reach of rules, For my own, part, I profeſs myſelf. an 
Idler, and love to give my judgment, ſuch as it is, from 
my immediate perceptions, without much fatigue of 
thinking; and I am of opinion, that if a man has not 
thoſe. perceptions right, it will be vain for him to en- 
deavour to ſupply their place by rules, which. may 1 
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We bim to talk more learnedly, but not to Aifinguits 
more acutely. Another reaſon which has leſſened: my; _ 
affection for the ſtudy of Criticiſm is, that Critics, ſo fat! 7 
as I have obſerved, debar themſelves from receiving any; 
pleaſure from rhe polite arts, at the ſame time that they, 
profeſs to love and admire them: for theſe rules being 
always uppermoſt, give them ſuch a propenſity to eri- 
ticiſe, that, inſtead of giving up the reins of their ima- 
_ gination into their Author's hands, their frigid minds , 
are employed in examining whether the performance be: „ 
55 qecording tothe rules of art. * 
To thoſe who are reſolved to be Sade in ſpite of Na- 
ture, and at the ſame time have no great diſpoſition. to 
much reading and ſtudy, I would recommend to them 
to aſſume the character of Connoiſſeur, which may be 
rchaſed at a much cheaper rate than that of a Critic in 
Poet oetry. The remembrance of a few names of Painters, 
with their general characters, with a few: rules of the 
Academy, which they may pick up among the Painters, 
will go a great way towards moking a very notable Con- 
noifſeur, 
With a gentleman of this ak; 1 A laſt ec the | 
Cartoons at Hampton- court; he was juſt returned from 
Italy, a Connoiſſeur of courſe, and of courſe his mouth 
full of nothing but the Grace af Raffaelle, the Purity of | 
Domenichino, the Learning of Pouſſin, tne Air of Hi 
Guido, the greatneſs of taſte of the Charaches, and the _ 
Sublimity and grand Contorno of Michael Angelo; 
With all the reſt of the cant o Criticiſm, which he emits 
ted with that volubility which generally e ene 
have who annex no ideas to their words. | 
As we were. paſſing through the rooms, in our way | 
te the Gallery, I made him obſerve. a whole length df 
Charles the Firſt, by Vandyke, as a perfect repreſentation 
of the character as well as the figure of the man. He 
agreed it was very fine; but it wanted ſpirit and contraſt, 
and had not the flowing line, without which a figure 
could not poſſibly be graceful. When we entered the 
Gallery, I thought I could perceive him recollecting his 
N by which. he Was e Raffaele. 1 —__ 


 . paſs over his obſervation of the boats being too little, 
and other criticiſms of that kind, till we arrived at St. 
I Paul preaching. 4 This,” fays he, is eftcemed the moſt- 
excellent of all the Cartoons; what nobleneſs, what 
dignity there is in that figure of St. Paul l and yet u hat 
an addition to that nobleneſs could Raffaelle have given, 
had the art of Contraſt been known. in his time; but, 
| above all, the flowing line which conſtitutes Grate and 

Beauty! You would not then have ſcen an upright 
= figure ftanding equally on both legs, and both hands 
ſitretched forward in the ſame direction, and his drapery, 
do all appearance, without the leaſt art of diſpoſition.” _ 
| The following Picture is the Charge to Peter. Here, 
= fays he, © are twelve upright figures; what a pity it is 
W — that Raffaelle was not acquainted with the pyramidal 
Principle! he would then have contrived the figures in 


at the extremities ſtooping or lying, which would not 
only have formed the group into the ſhape of a pyramid, 
but likewiſe contraſted the ſtanding figures. Indeed, 
added he, I have often lamented that fo great a genius 
as Raffaelle had not lived in this- enlightened age, fince 
the art has been reduced to principles, and had had his 
education in one of the modern Academies ; what glo- 
rious works might we then have expected from his di- 
j enght[” 71S rue, „„ Tor 08 
I 1T ſhall trouble you no longer with my friend's obſer- 
_. vations, which, I ſuppoſe, you are now able to continue 
dy yourſelf. It is curious to obſerve, that, at the ſame 
time that great admiration is pretended for a name of 
fixed reputation, objeCtions are raiſed againſt thoſe very 
qualities by which that great name was acquired. 
Thoſe Critics are continually lamenting that Raffaelle 
had not the Colouring and Harmony of Rubens, or the 
| Light and Shadow of Rembrant, without confidering 
how much the gay Harmony of the former, and Aﬀec- 
tation of the latter, would rake from the Dignity of Raf- 
facile; and vet Rubens had great Harmony, and Rem- 
brant underſtood Light and Shadow : but what ou be 
an excellence in a lower claſs of Painting becomes a ble» 


FS 


the middle to have been on higher ground, or the figures | 


Too conclude; I would: not be thought to infer from 
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miſh in a higher; as the quick, ſprightly turn, which 


is the life and beauty of epigrammatic compoſitions, 
would but ill ſuit with the majeſty of Heroic Poetry. 


any thing that has been ſaid, that Rules are ab:olutely 
unneceſſary j/ but to cenſure fcrupuloſiry, a ſervile at- 
tention to minute exactueſs, which is ſometimes incon- 
ſiſtent with higher excellency, and is loft in che blaze of 
expanded gen! ET Os 


Ws : 4 8 : £7 : — : 
do.not know whether, you will think Painting a ge- 


Th <7 


 neral ſubject. By ioſerting this leiter, perhaps, you. 


n 
e bu- 


* 


will incur the cenſure a man would deſ:rve, who 


ſinefs being to entertain a whole room, ſhould tur his 


back to the company, and talk to a particular perſon, 
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E= Poetry is univerſally admired; but I know not 
— whether any rule has yet been fixed, by which it 
may be decided when Poetry can be properly called 
eaſy, Horace has told us, that it is ſuch as every 
reader hopes to equal; but after long labour finds unat- 
tainable.” - This is a very looſe deſcription, in which 
only the effect is noted; the qualities which produce this 


effect remain to be inveſtigated, 


_ Eaſy Poetry is that in which natural thoughts are ex- 


preſſed without violence to the language. The diſcri- 
minating character of. Eaſe conſiſts . principally in the 


diction; for al true Poetry requires that the ſentiments 


de natural. Language ſuffers violence by harſh or by 


daring figures, by tranſpoſition, by unuſual acceptations 
of words, and by any licence which would be avoided. 


by a Writer of Proſe. Where any artifice appears in 


the conſtruction of the verſe, that verſe is no longer 
eaſy. Any-epithet which can be ejected without dimi- 
nution of the ſenſe, any curious iteration of the ſame 
wy ey 8 TI oy | . 3 9 8 5 7% 5 7 word, | 
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Word, and all unuſual, though not un mrmatlcal rue · 

ture of ſpeech, deſtroy the grace of eaſy Poetry.  - 
The fuſt lines B's Pope's Iiad afford examples of 

Oy licences, which an eaſy Writer muſt ne. 5 


Achilles e to Greece the Hen 1 . 
Of woes unnumber' d, heav'nl Goddeſs ſingn; a 
The wrath which hurl'd to Pluto's gloomy reign 5 

The ſouls of e chiefs nn _— 


. "7 the firſt couplet the language i is diftorted by EY | 

ſions, clogged with ſuperfluities, and clouded by a harſh 
metaphor ; ; and in the ſecond there are two words uſed 
in an uncommon ſenſe, and two epithets inferted only 
to lengthen the line; all theſe practices may iu a long 
work eaſily be pardoned, but they always e ſome 
degree of obſcurity and ruggedneſs. 

Eaſy Poetry has been-ſo-long excluded by ambition "of 
ornament, and luxuriance of imagery, that its nature 
ſeems now to be forgotten. Affectation, however ap- 
poſite to eaſe, is ſometimes miſtaken for it; and thoſe 
who aſpire to gentle elegance collect female phraſes and 
fathionable barbariſms, and imagine that ſtyle to be eaſy 
which cuſtom has made familiar. Such was the idea of 
the Poet who wrote 10 N recſes' to a a Cranes, 
eee i e l 
7 88 vap! "Fiſh « once nd adds. | 

She would not do the leaſt right thing 
Either for Goddeſs or for God, 0 
Nor work, nor play, nor Paints, nor ing. N 


. Jore tied, and 4 Ut (he cry'd) thoſe COS | 
ᷣ̃ Rada, ſkilful, and thoſe hands fo taper; 3 
0 Do ſomething exquiſi te and wiſe— 

0 She vo” „ n . and cut 85 | 


This vegtog hints who gave ber birth, 5 
Thought by all heaven a burning OY P” $610 
What does the next, but bids on car | 
| Her Burlington do juſt the ſame! ? 
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How quickly all 1 ſex purſue 5 Dos pe 
See, madam ſee the arts o'erthrown,, 
Between John Overton and ou. 1 | 
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te u the prerogative of- ealy Peetry to is TPO | 


as long as the language laſts ; but modes of ſpeech, which 
owe their prevalence only to modiſſ Wlly, or to the emi- 


nence of thoſe that uſe t em, dic away with their inven- 
tors; and their meaning, in a few 


known. 


few | FEATS. is no longer 


Eaſy Poetry is commonly ſought in petty conipoſitions 
upon minute ſubjects; but caſe, though it excludes 

mp, will admit greatneſs. © Many lines i in Cato's "_ 
Hoge“ are at once ea and ſublime : Pee 
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CD Ti is this Divinity that firs ids pg: 
_ 'Tis Heaven itſelf that points out an hereakiery 
And intimates eternity to mann.. N 
— If there's a Power above vs, 12270 
And that there is all Nature cries aloud 
Thro' all her works, he muſt delight in virtue ; 3 
And that which he delights in muſt be happy. »- | 


8 * 2 


Nor! is eaſe more contrary to wit than to ſublimity z 3. . 


cally e ay” ee of our er . his fe 


celebrated ſtanza of Cowley,. on a Lady elaborately 


| a 798 e of its freedom. 551 the n of 14 
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| Thradoring thee with b nies” art 1 

Ils but a barb'rous Kill; e 

is like the pois'ning of a dart, bd e | 
"796 apt before to. Sigh 75 h 


"Conley FOR to lives poſſeſſed Yr Peer of writi 
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remote thoughts led him often into harſfineſs of expreſ- 
ſion. Waller often attempted, but ſeldom attained it; 
for he is too frequently driven into tranſpoſitions. The 
Poets, from the time of Dryden, have gradually ad- 
vanced in embellifhment, and conſequently departed 
from ſimplicity and eaſmgwGſm. 
To require from any Author many pieces of eaſy 
Poety, would be indeed to oppreſs him with too hard 
a taſk, It is leſs difficult to write a volume of lines 
_ ſwelled with epithets, brightened by figures, and ſtiſſened 
by tranſpoſitions, than to produce a few couplets graced 
only by naked elegance and fimple purity, which re- 
' quire ſo much care and ſkill, that I doubt whether any 
of our Authors have yet been able, for twenty lines * 
gether, nicely to obſerve the true definition of eaſy 
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1 1 HAVE paſſed the Summer in one of thoſe places 
1 to which a mineral ſpring gives the idle and luxurious 
an annual reaſon for reforting,' whenever they fancy 
themſelves offended by the heat of London. What is 
the true motive of this periodical afſembly, I have never 
yet been able to diſcover. The greater part of the viſi- 
tants neither feel difeaſes, nor fear them. What plea- 
ſure can be expected more than the variety of the 
Journey, I know not, for the numbers are too great for 
privacy, and too ſmall for diverſion, As each is known 
to be a ſpy upon the reſt, they all live in continual re- 
ſtraiat; and having but a narrow range for cenſure, they 


* 


, o 


- gratify its cravings by preying on'one another. Hh 
But every condition has ſome, advantages. In this 

| confinement, 'a ſmaller circle affords opportunities for 

1 more exact obſeryation. The glaſs that magnifies its 

object contracts the ſight to a point, and the mind muft 

19 be fixed upon a ſingle character to remark, its minute 

_ peculiarities, The quality or habit which pe an ; 
| h &rvc 
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ſerved in the tumult of ſucceffive multitudes, becomes 
conſpicuous when it is offered to the notice day after 2 


day; and perhaps I have, witheut any diſtinét notice, 


ſieen thouſands like my late companions; for, when the 


ſcene can be varied at pleaſare, a flight diſguſt turns us 


aſide before a deep impreſſion can be made upon the 
mb ee ro or rm 
There was a ſelect ſet, ſuppoſed to be diſtinguiſhed 
by ſuperiority of intellects, who always paſſed the even- 
ing together. To be admitted to their converſation was 
the higheſt honour: of the place. Many youths aſpired 
to diſtinction, by pretending to occaſional invitations ; 
and the Ladies were often wiſhing to be men, that they 
+ might partake the pleaſures of learned ſociet x. 


I know not whether by merit or deſtiny, I was, ſoon 


after my arrival, admitted to this envied party: which L 
e 


frequented till I had learned the art by whic 
deavoured to ſupport his character. 
Tom Steady was a vehement aſſertor of uncontro- 


ach en- 


verted truth; and by keeping himſelf out of the reach of 
contradiction, had acquired all the confidence which the 
confeiouſneſs of irreſiſtible abilities could have given. I 
was once mentioning a man of eminence; and, after hav- 
ing recounted his virtues, endeavoured to repreſent him 


fully, by mentioning his faults. * Sir,” faid Mr. Steady, 


that he has faults I can eaſily believe, for who is with- 
out them? No man, Sir, is now alive, among th e 
| "T7? 


innumerable multitudes that warm upon the e 


however wiſe, or however good, who has not, in 
- © ſome degree, his failings and his faults. If there be 
any man faultleſs, bring him forth into public view, 


ſhew him openly, and let him be known; but I will 


venture to affirm, and, till the contrary be plainly 


© ſhewn, ſhall always maintain, that no ſuch man is to 


© -be found. Tell not me, Sir, of impeccability and 


perfection; ſuch talk is for thoſe that are ſtrangers in 


the world: I have ſeen ſeveral nations, and converſed 
with all ranks of people; I have known the great and 


„the mean, the learned and the ignorant, the old and 


© the young, the clerical and the lay; but I have never 
5 e « fond 


— 


\ 


found a man without a fault; and I ſuppoſe ſhall die 


in the opinion, that to be human is to be frail. . 


- * 


To all this nothing could be oppoſed. I liſtened with 
a hanging head; Kt. Steady looked round on the 
hearers with triumph, and ſaw every eye congratulating 
bis victory; he departed, and ſpent the next morning in 
following thofe who retired from the company, and tell- 
ing them, with injunctions of ſecrecy, how Spritel 
began to take liberties with men wiſer than himſelf; 
but that he fupprefled him by a decifive argument, which 
%%% ͤĩ ont; | 
Dick Snug is a man of fly remark and pithy Tenten- 
tiouſneſs : he never immerges. himſelf in the om of 
con verſation, but lies to catch his companions in the 
eddy: he is often very ſucceſsful in breaking narratives 
and confounding eloquence. A gentleman, giving the 
Hiſtory of one of his acquaintance, made mention of a 
lady that had many lovers; Then, ſaid Dick, 4 ſhe 
« was either handſome or rich.“ This obſervation be- 
ing well received, Dick watched the progreſs of the 
tale; and, hearing of a man loſt in a ſhipwreck, re- 
Tin rr that no man was ever drowned upon dry 
_ „ 
Will Startle is a man of exquiſite ſenſibility, whoſe 
delicacy of frame and quickneſs of diſcernment, ſubject 
. * him to impreſſions from the ſlighteſt cauſes: and who 
therefore paſſes his life between rapture and horror, in 
quiverings of delight, or convulfions of diſguſt. His 
emotions are too violent for many words; his thoughts 
are always diſcovered by exclamations. Vile, odious, 
© horrid, deteſtable, and * ſweet, charming, delightful, 
« aſtoniſhing,” compoſe almoſt his whole vocabulary; 
which he utrers with various contortions and geſticula- 
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tions, not eaſily related or deſcribed, tt. 
Jack Solid is a man of much reading, who utters no- 
thing but quotations; but having been, I ſuppoſe, too 
' confident of his memory, he has for ſome time neglected 
His books, and his ſtock grows every day more ſcanty. 
Mr. Solid has found an opportunity every night to re- 


peat from Hudibras | 
Zo or ; Doubtleſs 


| = 

| THE 
Doubtleſe, the pleaſure is as gret . 
| Of being cheated, as to cheat; x 


And from Waller, ON. 


ö [ 9 Were it but known that they diſcreetly blot. 55 | 2 


Dick Miſty is a man of deep reſearch, and foreible 


penetration. Others are content with ſuperficial ap- 


pearances; but Dick holds, that there is no effect with - 


out a cauſe, and values himſelf upon his power of ex- 


laining the difficult, and diſplaying the abſtruſe. 
* a diſpute among us, Which of two young ſtrangers 
was more beautiful? 4 You,” ſays Mr. Miſty, turning 

to me, like Amaranthia better than Chloris. I do -- 
© not wonder at the preference, for the cauſe is evident: 
there is in a man a perception of harmony, and a ſen- 

© ſibility of perfection, which touches the finer fibres of 
© the mental texture; and before Reaſon can deſcend 
from her throne, to paſs her ſentence upon the things 


compared, drives us towards the object proportioned 


6 to our faculties, by an impulſe W irreſiſtible; 
, and the reci- 
« procal magnetiſm of ſimilar natures, are always ope- 


«£ for the harmonic ſyſtem of the univerſe 


5 rating towards conformity and- union; nor can the 


powers of the foul ceaſe from agitation, till they find ; 
£ ſomething on which they can repoſe. To this no- 
thing was oppoſed: and Amaranthia was acknowledged 


to excel Chloris. VVV 
Of the reſt you may expect an account from, 


Fl, 
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Sir, 5 | Hite 
| VOR acceptance of a former letter on Painting, gives 
me encouragement to offer a few more ſketches on 
the ſame ſubject. _ „ 
Amongſt the Painters, and the writers on Painting, 
there is one maxim univerſally admitted and continually 
_ Inculcated. . Imitate Nature is the invariable rule; but 
J know none Who have explained in what manner this 
rule 1s to be underſtood; the conſequence of which is, 
that every one takes it · in the moſt obvious ſenſe, that 
objects are repreſented naturally when they have ſuch 
relief that they ſeem real. It may appear ſtrange, per- 
haps, to hear this ſenſe. of the rule diſputed; but it muſt 
be conſidered, that, if the excelleney of a Painter eon- 
fiſted only in this kind of imitation, ' Painting- muſt loſe 
its rank, and be no longer - conſidered as a liberal art 
and ſiſter to Poetry, this 1mitation-+ being merely mecha- 
nical, in which the ſloweſt intellect is always ſure to 
ſucceed beſt ; for the Painter of genius cannot ſtoop to 
drudgery, in which the underſtanding has no part; and _ 
what pretence has the art to claim kindred with Poetry 
but by its power over the imagination? To this power 
the Painter of genius directs him; in this ſenſe he ſtu- 
dies Nature, and often arrives at his end, even by be- 
ing unnatural in the Tonfined ſenſe of the word.  +** 
The grand ſtyle of Painting requires this minute 
attention to be carefully avoided, and muſt be kept 
as ſeparate from it as the ſtyle of Poetry from that of 
Hiſtory. Poetical ornaments deſtroy that air of truth 
and plainneſs which ought to characterize Hiſtory; but 
the very being of Poetry conſiſts in departing from this 
plain narration, and adopting every ornament that will 
warm the imagination. To deſire to ſee the excellencies 
of each ſtyle united, to mingle the Dutch with the Italian 
School, is to join contrarieties which cannot ſubſiſt to- 
ether, and which deſtroy the. efficacy of each * * 
| FE RT - The 
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The Italian attends only to the invariable, the great and 
eneral ideas which are fixed and inherent in univerſal 


* 


ature; the Dutch, on the contrary, to literal trutb 


and a minute exactneſs in the detail, as I may ſay, of 


Nature modified by accident. The attention to theſe 
petty peculiarities is the very cauſe of this naturalneſs fo | 
much admired in the Dutch Pictures, which, if we ſup- - 


poſe it to be a beauty, is certainly of a lower order, 
which ought to give place to a beauty of a ſuperior kind, 


fince one cannot be obtained but by departing from the 
other. Fo | e TO 


If my opinion was aſked concerning the works of 


Michael Angelo, whether they would receive any ad-. 


vantage from poſſeſſing this mechanical merit, I ſhould. 


not ſcruple to ſay they would not only receive no ad- 


vantage, but would loſe, in a great meaſure, the effect 


Vhich they now have on every mind ſuſceptible of great 
and noble ideas. His works may be ſaid to be all genius 


and ſoul; and why ſhould they be loaded with heavy 


* 


tarding the progreſs of the imagination? 


Ik this opinion ſhould be thought one of the wild ex- 
travaganeies of Enthuſiaſm, I ſhall only ſay, that thoſe _ 

orks of the 
great Maſters. It is very difficult to determine the ex- 


who cenſure it are not converſant in the 


act degree of enthuſiaſm that the arts of Painting and 


Poety may admit. There may, perhaps, be too great 


an indulgence as well as too great a reſtraint of imagi- 
nation; and if the one produces incoherent monſters, 


the other produces what is full as bad, lifeleſs inſipidity. 


An intimate knowledge of the paſſions and good ſenfe, 
but not common ſenſe, muſt at laſt determine its limits. 


It has been thought, and I believe with reaſon, that 
Michael Angelo ſometimes tranſgreſſed thoſe limits; 
and, I think, I have ſeen figures of him, of which it _- 
Was very difficult to determine whether they were in the 
higheſt degree ſublime, or extremely ridiculous. Such 
faults may be ſaid to be the ebulitions of Genius; but, 
at leaſt, he had this merit, that he never was 2 


g * 


latter, which can only counteract his purpoſe by re- 


1 
ond! 
8 


— 


and whatever paſſion his works may excite, they will 
always eſcape contempt.  __ IEP ; 
"7 What I have had under conſideration is the ſublimeſt 
75 particularly that of Michael Angelo, the Homer 
ol Zang Other kinds may admit of this natural - 
neſs, which of the loweſt kind is the chief merit; but 
in Painting, as in Poetry, the higheſt ſtyle has the leaſt 
of common nature. ey % C 
One may very ſafely recommend a little more Enthu- 
fiaſm to the modern Painters ; too much is certainly not 
the vice of the preſent age. The Italians ſeem to have 
beep cantinually declining in this refpe&, from the time 
of Michael Angelo to that of Carlo Maratti, and from 
thence to the very bathos of infipidity-to_ which they are 
now ſunk ; ſo that there is no need of remarking, that 
where I mentioned the Italian Painters in oppoſition to - 
the Dutch, I mean not the moderns, but the heads of 
the old Roman and Bolognian Schools; nor did I mean 
to include, in my idea of an Italian Painter, the Vene- 
tian School, which may be ſaid to be the Dutch part ef 
the Italian Genius. I have only to add a word of advice 
to the Painters, that, however excellent they may be in 
painting naturally, they would not flatter themſelves 
very much upon it; and to the Connoiſſeurs, that, when 
they ſee a cat or a fiddle painted ſo finely that, as the 
phraſe is, it looks as if you could take it up,” they 
would not for that reaſon immediately compare the Pain- 
iter to Raffaelle and Michael Angelo. 1 8 Line 
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her baniſhment. . Thoſe, whom the tyranny of Faſhion. 


„ 
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had condemned to paſs the ſummer among ſhades and 
brooks, are now N 10 return to plays, balls, and 


aſſemblies, with health r 
kindled by expectation. 


= 


Many a mind which has languiſhed ſome months 
without emotion or defire, now * ſudden renova- 
tion of its faculties. It was long ago obſerved by Py-. 
thagoras, that Ability and Neceſſity dwell near each 
other. She that wandered in the garden without ſenſe 
of its fragrance, and lay day after wo ſtretched upon.a a 
couch behind a green curtain, unwilling to. wake and. 
unable to ſleep, now ſummons her thoughts to conſider - 
which of her laſt year's clothes. ſhall be ſeen again; and 
to anticipate the raptures of a new ſuit; the day and the 
night are now filled with occupation; the laces, which 
were too fine to be worn among ruſtics, are taken from 
the boxes and reviewed; and the eye is no ſooner 
007 after its labours, than whole ſhops of filk buſy 
zzz Pants V 
But 3 is nothing if it is not known, and very 
little if it is not envied. Before the day of departure, a 
week is always appropriated to the payment and recep. 
tion of ceremonial viſits, at which Ke 6/26 can be men- 
tioned but the delights of London. The lady who is 
haſteging to the ſcene of action flutters her wings, diſ- 
plays her proſpects of felicity, tells how ſhe grudges every 
moment of delay, and in the preſence of thoſe, whom ſne 
knows condemned to ſtay at home, is ſure to wonder by 
what arts life can be made ſupportable through a winter 
in the country, and to tell how often, amidſt the extaſies 
of an Opera, ſhe ſhall pity thoſe friends whom ſhe has 
left behind. Her hope of giving pain is ſeldom diſape 
pointed; the affected indifference of one, the faint cone 
rratulations of another, the wiſhes of ſome openly, con- 
felledd, and the ſilent dejection of the reſt, all exalt her 
opinion of her own ſuperiority, | 535 


red by retirement, and ſpirits 


Hut, however we may labour for our own deception, 


truth, though unwelcome, will ſometimes intrude upon 
the mind. They who have, already enjoyed the crowds | 
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and noiſe of the great city, know that their deſire to re- 


turn is little more than the reſtleſſneſs of a vacant mind, 


that they are not ſo much led by hope as driven by diſ- 
ee the 


guſt, and wiſn rather to leave the country than io ſe 


town. There is commonly in every coach a paſſenger 


enwrapped in filent expectation, whoſe joy is more ſin- 
cere, and whoſe hopes ate more exalted. The virgin 
whom the laſt ſummer releaſed from her governeſs, and 


who is now going between her mother and her aunt to 


try the fortune of her wit and beauty, ſuſpects no fallacy 


in the gay repreſentation. She believes herſelf paſſing into 
another world, and images London as an Elyſian re- 
gion, where every hour has its proper pleaſure, where 


nothing is ſeen but a blaze of wealth, and nothing heard 
but merriment and flattery; where the morning always 


riſes on a ſhow, and the evening cloſes on a hall; where 
the eyes are uſed only to ſparkle, and the feet only to 


dance. - 


_ © Her aunt and her mother amuſe themſelves on the road 
with telling her of ſtangers to be dreaded, and cautions | 
to be obſerved. She hears them as they heard their pre- 
. deceflors, with incredulity or contempt. She ſees that 


they have ventured and eſcaped; and one of the pleaſures 


Which ſhe promiſes herſelf is, to detect their falſehoods, wo, 


and be freed from their admonitionss. wo 
We. are inclined to believe thoſe whom we do not 


know, becauſe they never have dcceived us. The fair 


adventurer may perhaps liſten to the Idler, whom ſhe 


cannot ſuſpect of rivalry or malice ; yet he ſcarcely ex- 
pects to be credited when he tells her, that her expec- 
tations will likewiſe end in diſappointment. Wy. 


The uniform neceſſities of human nature produce in a 
great meaſure uniformity of life, and for part of the day 


make one place like another: to dreſs and undreſs, to eat 


and to fleep, are the ſame in London as in the country. 


The ſupernumerary hours have indeed a greater variety 


both of pleaſure and of pain. The ſtranger gazed on by 


multitudes at her firſt appearance in the Park, is perhaps 
on the higheſt ſummit of female happineſs; but how 
great is the anguiſh when the novelty of _— 


2 
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| draws her worſhippers away! The heart may leap for a 
time under a fine gown, but the fight of a gown you: 
_ finer puts an end to rapture. In the firſt row at an Opera 
two hours may be happily paſſed in liſtening to the mu- 
fie on the ſtage, and watching the glances of the com- 
pany ; but how will the night end in deſpondency, when 
the that imagined herſelf the ſovereign of the place ſees: 
Lords contending to lead Iris to her chair! There is 
little pleaſure in converſation to her whoſe wit is regarded 
burt in the ſecond place; and who can dance with eaſe or 
ſpirit that ſees Amaryllis led out before her! She chat 
6 elek. nothing but a ſucceſſion of pleaſures, will find: 
herſelf engaged without deſign, in numberleſs competis: 
jons, and mortified without Proyacation with auniber- 
eſs-affliftions. _ Ton 
But I do not mean to extinguiſh that ates a "TE 
wiſh to moderate, or to diſcourage thoſe whom I am en- 
deavouring to reſtrain. To know the world is neceſſary, 
ſince we were born for the help ef one another; and to 
know it early is convenient, if it be only that we may 
learn ry to deſpiſe it. She that brings to London a 
mind well prepared for improyement, though ſhe miſſes . 
her hope of uninterrupted happineſs, will gain in return an 
opportunity of adding page to e e en 
e innocence to virtue. 97 | 
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AS: the Engliſh army was paſſing rownrds ebec along 
© + a ſoft ſavanna between a mountain and a lake, © 61 
of the petty Chiefs of the inland regions ſtood upon 

rock ſurrounded by his clan, and from behind the ſhel- 
ter of the buſhes contemplated the art and regularity of 
European war. It was evening; the tents were pitched: 2 
he obſerved the ſecurity with which the troops reſted in 
the night, and the order with which the march Was re- 
ee che e He cee to 428 chein with 


bis 
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dd 
his eye till they could be ſeen no longer, and then ſtood 
for ſome time ſilent and penſive. PR A ET a9 


he) I have often heard from men hoary with long life, that 
there was a time when our anceſtors were abſolute lords 
of the woods, the meadows, and the lakes; wherever 
the eye can reach, or the foot can paſs. They fiſhed and 
hunted, feaſted and danced; and when they were weary 
lay down under the firſt thicket, without danger and 
without fear. They changed their habitations as the ſea- 
ſons required, convenience promoted, or curioſity allured - 
them; and ſometimes gathered the fruits of the moun- 
tain, and ſometimes ſported in canoes along the coaſt. 
„Many years and ages are ſuppoſed to have been thus 
paſſed in plenty and ſecurity ; when at laſt a new race of 
men entered our country from the Great Ocean. They 
incloſed themſelves in habitations of ſtone, which our an- 
ceſtors could neither enter by violence, nor deſtroy by 
fire. They iſſued from thoſe faſtneſſes, ſometimes co- 
vered like the armadillo with ſhells, from which the lance 
rebounded. on the ſtriker; and ſometimes carried by 
mighty beaſts which had never been ſeen in our vales or 
foreſts, of ſuch ſtrength and ſwiftneſs, that flight and op- 
poſition were vain alike, Thoſe invaders ranged over the 
continent, ſlaughtering in their rage thoſe that reſiſted, 
and thoſe that ſubmitted, in their mirth. Of thoſe that 
remained, ſome were buried in caverns,- and condemned 
to dig metals for their maſters; ſome were employed in 
tilling the ground, of which foreign tyrants devour the 
produce: and when the ſword and the mines have de- 
ſtroyed the natives, they ſupply their place by human 
beings of another colour, brought from ſome diſtant coun- 
try to periſh here under toil and torture. , -© 
Some there are who boaſt their humanity, and con - 
tent themſelves to ſeize chace and fiſheries ;' who drive us 
from every track of ground where fertility and pleaſantneſs 
invite them to ſettle, and make no war upon us except 
when we intrude 5 72 our own lands. 
Others pretend to have purchaſeda right of reſidence 
and tyranny ; but ſurely the inſolence of ſuch bargains is 


: Y 


Then turning to his followers, © My children (faid 1 | 
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more offenſive than the avowed and open dominion of _ 


force. What reward can induce the poſſeſſor of a country 
to admit a ſtranger more powerful than himſe'f! Fraud or 
terror muſt operate in ſuch contracts; either the promiſed 

protection, which they never have afforded, or inſtruttion 
which they never imparted. We hoped to be ſecured by 

. abs from ſome other evil, or to learn the arts of 
Zurope, by which we might be able to ſecure ourſelves. 


Their power they have never exerted in our defence, and 


their arts they have ſtudiouſly concealed from us. Their 
treaties areonly to deceive, and their traffic only to defraud 
us. They have a written Law among them, of which 
they boaſt as derived from Him who made the Earth and 
Sea, by which they profeſs to believe that man will be 
made hs 
this Law communicated to us? It is concealed becauſe 
it is violated. For how can they preach it to an Indian 
nation, when I am told that one of its firit precepts for- 
bids them to do to others what they would not that 
others ſhould do to then  _ 5 
But the time, perhaps, is now approaching when 
the pride of uſurpation ſhall be cruſhed, and the cruelties 
of invaſion ſhall be revenged. The ſons of Rapacity have 
now drawn their ſwords upon each otlier, and referred 
their claims to the deciſion of war; let us look concerned 


ppy when life ſhall forſake him. Why is not - 


upon the ſlaughter, and remember that the death of every | 


European delivers the country from a tyrant and a robber; 
for what is the claim of either nation, but the claim of 
the vulture to the leveret, of the tiger to the faun? Let 

them then continue to diſpute their title to regions 
which they cannot people; to purchaſe by danger and 

blood the empty dignity of dominion over mountains 
which they will never climb, and rivers which they will 
never paſs.” Let us endeavour, in the mean time, to learn. 
their diſcipline, and to forge their weapons; and, When 
they ſhall be weakened with mutual ſlaughter, let us 
- ruſh down upon them, force their remains to take ſhel- 
ter in their ſhips, and reign once more in our native 
- evan, gh | e OZTREG. or 


No. LXXXII. 


* 


- 


: 8 2 | ; y - FCC Bod 8 4 
8 8 2 5 * L wa ; , « g 8 Fang PE © Ron. 
No. LXXXII. | SATURDAY, NOV. 10, 1759. 
Rat fone, 2/2006 79.2 nega bs 4 "TS 
„ * ' . 8 f 0 


7% ir. oe 
9 
= "of * 


DiscopR s in my laſt letter on the different prac- 


e the Italian Painter attends only to the invariable; the 
great and general ideas which are fixed and inherent 
in univerſal nature. Sa EST 
I was led into the ſubject of this letter by endeavour- 
ing to fix the original cauſe of this conduct of the Italian 
Maſters. If it can be proved that by this choice they ſe - 
lected the moſt beautiful part of the creation, it will ſhew 
how much their principles are founded on reaſon, and, 
at the ſame time, diſcover the origin of our ideas of 
beauty. - „ J en, - 
Il᷑ ſuppoſe it will be eaſily granted, that no man can 
judge whether any animal be beautiful in its kind, or de- 
formed, who has ſeen only one of that ſpecies: that is as 
concluſive in regard to the human figure; ſo that if a 
man, born blind, was to recover his ſight, and the moſt 
beautiful woman was brought before him, he could not 
determine whether ſhe was handſome or not; nor, if the 
moſt beautiful and moſt deformed were produced, could 
he any better determine to which he ſhould give the pre · 
ference, having ſeen only thoſe two. To diſtinguiſh 
beauty, then, implies the having ſeen many individuals of 
that ſpecies. If it is aſked, how is more {kill acquired 
by the obſervation of the greater numbers? I anſwer, 
that, in conſequence of having ſeen many, the power is 
acquired, even without ſeeking after it, of diſtinguiſhing 
between accidental blemiſhes and excreſcences, which are 
continually varying the ſurface of Nature's works, and 
the invariable general form which Nature moſt fre- 


| ; ned produces, and always ſeems to intend in her pro- 
ductionss. 


Thus amongft the blades of graſs or leaves of the ſame 
tree, though no two can be found exactly alike, yet the 
V general 


N c % 


- tice ofthe Italian and Dutch Painters, I obſerved that | 


take 


neral form is invariable: a Naturalift, before he choſe - 
one as a ſample, would examine many, fince, if he took 
the firft that occurred, he might have, by accident or 
otherwife, fuch a form as that it would fcarce be known 


| to belong to that ſpecies; he ſelects, as the Painter does, 


the moll beautiful; that is, the moſt general form of na- 
Every ſpecies of the animal as well as the vegetable 
reation, may be ſaid to have a fixed or determinate form, 


towards which Nature is continually inclining, like vas 


nous lines terminating in the center; or it may be com- 
ared to pendulums vibrating in different directions over 
one central point; and as they all croſs the center, though 
ooly one paſſes through any other point, ſo it will be 
ound that perfect beauty is oftener produced by nature 


than deformity ; I do not mean than deformity in general, 
but than any one kind of deformity. To inftance in a 


particular part of feature: the line that forins the ridge 
of the noſe is beautiful when it is ſtrait; this then is 
the central form, which is oftener found than either con- 


cave, convex, or any other irregular form that ſhalt be 
pond As we are then more accuftomed to beauty 
an 


deformity, we may conelude that to be the reaſon 


why we approve and admire it, as we approve and ad- 
mire cuſtoms and faſhions of dreſs for no other reaſon 
than that we are uſed to them; fo that though habit and 
- cuſtom cannot be ſaid to be the cauſe of beauty, it is cer- 


tainly the cauſe of our liking it; and I have no doubt but 
that if we were more uſed to deformity than beauty, de- 
orinity would then loſe the idea now annexed to it, an-d 

hit of beauty; as if the whole world ſhall agree that 
Yes and No ſhould change their meanings; Yes would 
then deny, and No would affirm. „ | 


_ . Whoever undertakes to proceed further in this argu- 


” 
* 


Ment, and endeavours to fix a general criterion of beauty 
reſpecting different ſpecies, or to ſhew why one ſpecies 


is more beautiful than another, it will be required from 


him firſt to prove that one ſpecies is really more bean- 
fiful than another. That we prefer one to the other, and 


Vith very good reaſon, will ” readily granted Bee 


. . | 
does not follow from thence that we think it a more heau- 
tiful form; for we have no criterion of form by which to de- 
termine our judgment. He who ſays a ſwan is more 
beautiful than a doye, means little more than that he has 
more pleaſure in ſeeing a ſwan than a dove, either from 
the ſtatelineſs of its motions or its being amore rare bird; 
and he who gives the preference to the dove, does it 
from ſome aſſociation of ideas of innocence that he always 
annexes. to the dove; but if he pretends to defend the 
preference he gives to one or the other, by endeavouring - 
to prove that this more beautiful form proceeds from a 
particular gradation of magnitude, undulation of a curve, 
or direction of a line, or whatever other conceit of hi 
imagination he ſhall fix on as a criterion of form, he will 
be continually contradicting himſelf, and find at laſt that 
the great Mother of Nature will not be ſubjected to ſuch 
narrow rules. Among the various reaſons why we prefer 
one part of her works to another, the moſt general, I be- 
lieve, is habit and cuſtom; cuſtom makes, in a certain 
ſenſe, white black, and black white; it is cuſtom alone 
determines our preference of the colour of the Euro- 
peans to the Æthiopians; and they, for the ſame reaſon, 
prefer their own colour to ours. I ſuppoſe nobody will 
doubt, if one of their painters was to paint the Goddeſs 
of Beauty, but that he would repreſent her black, with 
thick lips, flat noſe, and woolly hair; and it ſeems to me 
he would act very unnaturally if he did not: for by what 
criterion will any one diſpute the propriety of his idea? 
We, indeed, ſay, that the form and colour of the Euro- 
pean 1s preferable to that of the Æthiopian; but I know 
of no other reaſon we have for it, but that we are more 
accuſtomed to it. It is abſurd to ſay, that beauty is pol- 
ſeſſed of attracted powers, which irrefiſtiþly ſeize the cor- 
reſponding mind with love and admiration, ſiuce that ar- 
gument is equally concluſive in fayour of the white and 
337% No. 
The black and white nations muſt, in reſpect of beauty, 
be conſidered as of different kinds, at leaſt a different 
ſpecies of the ſame kind; from one of which to the other, 
as I obſerved, no inference can be drawn, © _ 
VVV „%% Es 
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| beautiful? The bony that is produced by e 


when we prefer one bird to another, though of the ſame 
form, on account of its colour, has nothing to do with 


this argument, which reaches only to form. 1 have here 
confide red the word Beauty as being properly applied to 
form alone. There is a neceſſity of fixing this confined 


fenſe; for there can be no argument, if the ſenſe of the - 


word is extended to every thing that is approved. A roſe 
may as well be ſaid to be beautiful, becauſe it has a fine 


ſmell, as a bird becauſe of its colour. When we apply 


tte word Beauty, we do not mean always by it a more 
beautiful form, bur fo ſo 

_ rarity, uſefulneſs, colour, or any other property. A 
horſe is ſaid to de a beautiful animal; but had a horſe as 


mething valuable on account of its 


few good qualities as a tortoiſe,” T do not nin that he 
would be then eſteemed beautiful. 


A fitneſs to the end propoſed is ia to »be another . 9 
pf beauty; but ſuppoſing we were proper judges of what 
form is the moſt proper in an animal to conſtitute ſtrengtn 
or ſwiftneſs, we always determine concerning its beaux 


before we exert our e to Judge of its fit 
neſs. 


From «hi "EE 1 faid, it may be jnferied; chat the | 
works of Nature, if we compare one ſpecies with another, 


are all equally beautiful; and that preference is given 


from cuſtom, or ſome te of ideas; and that in 


creatures of the ſame ſpecies beauty is the- medium or 
centre of all various forms. 


To conclude, then, by way of 8 If it has 
| been proved that the Painter, by attending to the in- 
variable and general ideas of Nature, produces beauty, 


be muſt, by regarding minute particularities and acct» _ 
dental diſeriminations, deviate from the univerſal rule, = 
| TY mp canvas 8 Ns Ds = 
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JPSUPPOSE yo you. have Fortin that many 3 280 
I promiſed to ſend you an account of my companion 
at the Wells. You would not deny me a place among 
the moſt faithful votaries of gia if you knew how ' 
often J have recollected my engagement, and contemed 
myſelf to delay the performance for ſome reaſon which 1 
durſt not examine, becauſe I knew it to be falſe ; how of- 
ten I have ſitten down to write, and rejoiced at interrupe 
tion; and how often I have praiſed the dignity. of re- 
folution, determined at night to write in the morning, 
and N it in the morning to the quiet hours 2 
ni 

1 likes at laſt begun what 1 have long wiſhed at an 
end, and find it more eaſy. than I expected to continue 
my. narration, | 

Our afſembly 1 tha no ſuch conſtellations of i in- 
tellects as Clarendon's baud of Affociates. We bad 
among us no Seiden, Falkland, or Waller; but we had 
men not leſs important in their own eyes, though leſs diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the public; and many a time have we la: 
mented the partiality of mankind, and agreed that men of 
the - deepeſt enquiry ſometimes let their diſcoveries die 
away in ſilence, that the moſt comprehenſive. obſervers * 
have ſeldom oportunities of imparting their remarks, 
and that modeſt merit paſſes in the crowd unknown and 
unheeded. 

One of the greateſt: men of the ſociety was Sim Scruple, | 
who lives in a continual equipoiſe of doubt, and is a con» 
ſtant enemy to confidence and dogmatiſm. Sim's .fa- 
vourite topic of converſation is the narrowneſs of the hu- 

man mind, the fallaciouſneſs of our ſenſes, the prevalence 
of early prejudice, and the uncertainty of appearances. 
Sim has many doubts about the nature of death, and is 
fometunes 1 inclined to believe that 28 55 may ſurvive 


ew wil 
motion, and that a dead man may feel, though he can- 
not ſtir. He has ſometimes hinted that man might per- 
haps have been naturally a PANEL ; and thinks it 
0 


would be very proper that at the Foundling Hoſpital 
ſome children ſhould be incloſed in an apartment, in 


ow which the nurſes thouid be obliged to walk half upon 


four and half upon two, that the younglings, being bred | - 


without the prejudice of example, might have no other 
guide than Nature, and might at laſt come forth into the 
world as Genius ſhould direct, erect or prone,” on two 
leps; ron nnn 8 
ITbe next in dignity of mien, and fluency of talk, 
was Dick Wormwood, whoſe ſole delight is to find 
every thing wrong. Dick never enters a room but he 
ſhews that the door and the chimney are ill- placed. He 
never walks into the field but he finds ground plowed 
which is fitter for paſture. He is always an enemy to 
the preſent Faſhion. He holds that all the Beauty and 
Virtue of women will ſoon be deſtroyed by the uſe of 


Tea. He triumphs when he talks on the preſent ſyſtem 


of Education, and tells us, with great vehemence, that 
we are Jearning Words'when we ſhould learn Thiogs. 
He is of opinion that we fuck in errors at the nurſe's 


breaſt, and thinks it extremely ridiculous that children 


"6 ag be taught to uſe the right hand rather than the 


Bob Sturdy conſiders it as a point of honour to ſay 
again what he has once ſaid; and wonders how any man, 
that has been known to alrer his opinion, can look his 
neighbours in the face. Bob is the moſt formidable diſ- 

putant of the whole company ; for, without troubling 
bimſelf to ſearch for reaſons, he tries his antagoniſt with 
repeated affirmations. When Bob has been attacked for 
an hour with all the powers of Eloquence and Reaſon, 
and his poſition appears to all but himſelf utterly unte- 


nable, be always cloſes the debate with his firſt decla- 


ration, introduced by a ſtout preface of contemptaous 


civility: “All this is very judicious; you may talk, 


Sir, as you pleaſe; but I will fil] fay what I ſaid at 
- firſt.” Bob deals nuch in Univerſals, which he has now 
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\ obliged us to let paſs without exceptions. - He lives 


|; e weakneſs is very glad to have eſcaped ſo 
e,, . 
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on an annuity, and holds that there are as man 


Thieves as Traders; he is of Loyalty unſhaken, ar 
always maintains, that he who ſees a Jacobite ſees a 


© Raſcal” *- og EL dg os ee 5 54 
Phil Gentle is an enemy to the rudeneſs of contradic- 
tion and the turbulence of debate. Phil has no notions 


of his own, and therefore willingly catches from the laſt. 


ſpeaker ſuch.as he ſhall drop. This flexibility of igno- 
rance is eaſily accommodated to any tenet; his only dif- 
Kculty is, when the diſputants grow zealous, how to be 

of two. contrary opinions at once. If no appeal is made 
to his judgment, he has the art of diſtributing his atten- 
tion and his ſmiles. in ſuch a manner, that each thinks 
him of his own party; but if he is obliged to ſpeak, he 
then obſerves, that the queſtion is difficult; that he never 
received. ſo much pleaſure from a debate before; that 
neither of the controvertiſts could have found his match 
in any other company; that Mr. Wormwood's aſſertion 
is very well ſupported, and yet there is great. force in 
what Mr. Scruple advanced againſt it. By this inde- 
finite. declaration both are commonly fatisfied ; for he 
that has prevailed is iy good humour: and he that has 


— 


I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


ROBIN SPRITELY- 
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Blocn APHY is, of the various kinds of narrative 


writing, that which is moſt eagerly read, and moſt 


eaſily applicd to the purpoſes of life. 


In Romances, when the wild field of Poſſibility lies 


open to invention, the incidents may eaſily be made 
more numerous, the viciſſitudes more. ſudden, and the 
events more wonderful; but from the time of life when 


4 „ 


neral fu 


7 
Fancy begins to be over - ruled bycreaſon, and corrected 


7 we 


by experience, the moſt artful tale raiſes little curiofty 


when it is known to be falſe ; though it may, perhaps, 
be ſorperimes read as a model of a neat. or elegant ſtyle, 


| not for the ſake of knowing what it contains, but how it 
is written; or thoſe that are weary of themſelves may 


have recourſe to it as a pleaſing dream, of which, when 


fr awake, they voluntarily diſmiſs. the images from 


The examples and exents of hiſtory preſs, indeed, 

upon the mind with the weight of truth; but when they 
are repoſited in the memory, they are oftener employed 
for ſhew than uſe, and rather diverſify converſation than 
regulate life. Few are engaged in ſuch ſcenes as give 
them opportunities of growing wiſer by the downfal'of 


Stateſmen, or the defeat of Generals. The ſtratagems 
of War and the intrigues of Courts, are read by far the 
greater part of mankind with the ſame indifference as 
the adventures of fabled Heroes, or the revolutions of a 


. Fairy Region. Between falſehood and uſeleſs truth there 


is little difference. As gold which he cannot ſpend will 


make no man rich, ſo knowledge which he cannot apply 
will make no man wiſe, J 

The miſchievous conſequences of vice and folly, of 

irregular. defires and predomipant paſſions, are diſ- 

covered by thoſe relations which are levelled with the ge- 
+ has of life, which tell not how any man be- 

came great, but how he was made happy; not how he 


loft the favour of his Prince, but how he became diſ- 


contented with himſelff. FVV | 
T hoſe relations are therefore commonly of moſt value 
in which the writer tells his own ſtory. He that re- 
counts the life of another, commonly dwells moſt upon 
conſpicuous events, leſſens the familiarity of his tale to 
increaſe its dignity, ſhews his favourite at a diſlance de- 


© corated and magnified like the ancient actors in their 


tragic dreſs, and endeayours to hide the man that he 
may produce a hero. YT * inf 


But if it be true, which was faid by 2 French Prince, . 
© That no man was a Hero to the, ſervants of his 15 | 
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« ber,” it is _ true, that every man is yet leſs 4 
hero to himfelf, He that is moſt elevated above the 


crowd by the importance of his employments, or the re- 


putation of his genius, feels himſelf affected by fame or 
buſineſs but as they influence his domeſtic life. The 
high and low, as they have the fame facuities and the 
fame ſenſes, have no leſs fimilitude in their pains and 


' pleaſures. The ſenſations are the ſame in all, though 
produced by very different occaſions. The Prince feels 


the ſame pain when an invader ſeizes a province, as 
the Farmer when a thief drives away his cow. Men thus 
equal in themſelves will appear equal in honeſt and im- 
partial Biography; and thoſe whom Fortune or Nature 


each other. * | | | 

The writer of his own life has at leaſt the firſt quali- 
fication of an Hiſtorian, the knowledge of the truth; 
and though it may be plauſibly objected that his temp- 


rations to diſguiſe it are equal to his opportunities of 
Enowing it, yet I cannot but think that impartiality may 


be expected with equal confidence from him that relates 
the paſſages of his own life, as from him that delivers 
the tranſactions of another. ) eo Tp ur 


Certainty of knowledge not only excludes miſtake, 


but fortifies veracity. What we! collect by conjecture 
(and by conjecture only can one man judge of another's 


motives or ſentiments) is eaſily modified by fancy or by 
gdeſire; as objects imperfectly diſcerned take forms from 
the hope or fear of the beholder. But that which is 
fully known cannot he falſified but with reluctance of 
underſtanding and alarm of conſcience; of Underfiand» 
ing, the lover of Truth; of Conſcience, the ſentinel of 


Virtue. 


He that writes the Life of another is either his friend 
or his enemy, and wiſhes either to exalt his praife or ag- 
gravate his infamy ; many temptations to faiſchood will 
occur in the diſguiſe of paſſions, too ſpecious to fear 
much reſiſtance. Love of Virtue will animate Panegyric, 
and Hatred of Wickedneſs embitter Cenſure. The Zeal 
of Gratitude, the Ardour of Patiiotiſm, Fondneſs for 


an 


* | ” 


, 

an Opinion, or Fidelity to a Party, may eaſily over- 

wer the vigilance of a mind babnvalle. well diſpoſe 
and p Yrevail over unaſſiſted and unfriended Veracity. 

Bur he that ſpeaks of himſelf has no motive to F YN 
hood or Partiality except Self- love, by which all _ 
| fo often been betra' ed, that all are on the watch a 

As artifices, He that writes an Apology for a mo 
action, to confute an Accuſation, to recommend bi 
to Favour, is indeed always to be ſuſpected of = 
his own cauſe ; but he. that fits down calmly and volun 
rarily to review his Life for the admonition of Poſterity, - 
or to amuſe himſclf, and leaves this account unpubliſhed, 
may be commonly x to tell Truth, fince Falſe- | 


8 res cannot appea his own * avg Jane's will not 
Win {0 ent mt 


NE. af the „ which Adinguib 78 3 | 
>. age, is the multiplication of books. Every day 
brings new advertiſements of literary undertakings ; and 
we are flattered with repeated promiſes of growing wor, 
on eaſier terms than our progenitors. 

How much either happineſs or knowledge is ad- 
vanced. by this multitude of Authors, i it is not very eaſy 
to decide. 

He that hen. ox any thing which we knew net be⸗ 


fore, i is undoubtedly to be reverenced as a Maſter. . He 8 


that conveys knowledge by more pleaſing ways, may 

very properly be loved as a benefactor; and he that fupy 

p ies life with innocent amuſcment, will be certainly > 
f en as a pleaſing companion. 
But few of. thoſe who fill the e with Looks 1 
| any pretenſions to the hope either of pleaſing or inſtru» 
ing. They have often vo other taſk. than to lay twWo 
dooks before them, out of which they compile a third; 
without any. new materials of their own, and with very 
little application of h to thoſe . former ment 
A | Eee | PE) 
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That all compilations are uſeleſs I do not affert. Par- 
ticles of Science are often very widely ſcattered. Writers 
of extenſive comprehenſion have incidental remarks upon 
topics very remote from the principal ſubject, which are 
often more valuable than 1 85 treatiſes, and which 
yet are not known becauſe they are not promiſed in the © 
title. He that collects thoſe, under proper heads, is very 
laudably employed; for though he exerts no great abi- 
lities in the work, he facilnates the progreſs of others, 
and by making that eaſy of attainment which is already 
Written, may give ſome mind, more. vigorous or more 
adyenturous than his own, leifure for new thoughts and 
LS... Li TITS. 
5 But the collections poured lately from the preſs have 
been ſeldom made at any great expence of time or in- 
 quiry, and therefore only ſerve. to diſtract choice without 

d any real wank 
It is obſerved that. a corrupt Society has many laws? 

1 know not whether it is not equally true, that an ig- 
© norant Age has many books. When the treaſures of 
ancient knowledge lye unexamined, and original Au- 
thors are neglected and forgotten, Compilers and Pla- 
giaries are encouraged, who | av us again what we had 
before, and grow great by ſetting before us what our 

. own floth had hidden from our view. 
Tet are not even theſe Writers to be indiſcriminately 
cenſured and rejected. Truth, like Beauty, varies its 


faſhions,” and is beſt recommended by different dreſſes 


to different minds; and he, that recalls the attention of 
. - mankind to any part of learning which time has left be- 
Hind it, may be truly ſaid to advance the literature of 
his own' age. As the manners of nations vary, new 
topics of perſuaſion become neceſſary, and new combi- 
nations of imagery are produced; and he that can ac- 
commodate himſelf to the reigning taſte, may always 
have readers who, perhaps, would not have looked upon 
—. ¾ A.. of ie 2 7-i 

To exact of every man who writes that he ſhould fay 
ſomething new, would be to reduce Authors to a ſinall 

number: to oblige the moſt fertile Genius to ſay Py 


KN 
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what is new, would be to contract his volumes to a few 


pages. Yet, ſurely, there ought to be ſome bounds to 


repetitjion; libraries ought, no more to be heaped for 
ever with the ſame thoughts differently expreſſed, than 
with the ſame books Liflcrently Jeans i. 
Ihe good or evil which theſe ſecondary Writers pro- 
duce, is ſeldom of any long duration. As they owe 
their exiſtence to change of faſhion, they commonly dif- 


appear when a new faſhion. becomes prevalent. The 


Authors that in any nation laſt from age to age are very 


few, becauſe there are very few that have any oth & 
claim to notice than that they catch hold on preſent cu- 


rioſity, and gratify ſome accidental deſire, or produce 
ſome temporary conveniency. TE MOTO EGS, ALONE IS = MM 


& * * * 


But however the Writers of the day may deſpair -of | 


* 


future Fame, they ought at leaſt to forbear any preſent 


miſchicf. Though they cannot arrive at emineat heights 
of excellence, they might keep themſelves harmleſs. 

They might take care to inform themſelves before they 
attempt to iuform others, and exert the little influence 
which they have for honeſt purpoſmes. 


But ſuch is the preſent ſtate of our literature, that 


- 


the ancient Sage, who thought a great Book a great 
Evil,“ would now think the multitude of Books a mul- 


titude of Evils. He would confider a bulky Writer who 
engroſſed a year, and a ſwarm of Pamphleteers who ſtole 


each an hour, as equal waſters of human life, and would 


make no other difference between them, than between a 


* 


. Beaſt of Prey and a Flight of Locuſts. 880 
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IAN young Lady newly married to a young Gen- 


tleman. Our Fortune is large, our Minds are va- 


cant, our Diſpoſitions gay, our Acquaintances nume- 
rous, and our Relations ſplendid. We conſidered that 
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Marriags, like Life, hath its Youth, that the firt year 


Shews and feel the Joys of London before the increaſe 
of our family ſhould confine us to domeſtic Cares an 


* 


, Oo Was 
Little time was ſpent in preparation; the coach was 


harneſſed, and a few days brought us to London; and 


we alighted at a lodging provided for us by Miſs Biddy 
rifle, a maiden niece of my huſband's father, where 
we found Apartments on a ſecond floor, which my 


_ couſin told us would ſerve us till we could pleaſe our- ; 
ſelves with a more commodious and elegant habitation, 


and which ſhe had taken at a ver 


y high price, becauſe 


it was not worth the while to make a hard bargain fot . 


ſo ſhort a time. 


Here I intended to lie concealed till my new clothes 


were made, and my new lodging hired; but Miſs Trifle 


had fo induftriouſly given notice of our arrival to all 
her acquaintance, that I had the mortification next oor | 
of ſeeing the door thronged with painted coaches, ar 


chairs with coronets ; and was obliged to receive all my 
huſband's relations on a ſecond for. 
Inconveniencies are often balanced by ſome advantage: 


the elevation of my apartments furniſhed a ſubject for 


converſation, which, without ſome ſuch help, we ſhould 


have been in danger of wanting. Lady Stately told us 
how. many years had paſſed fince the climbed fo many 


3 


ſteps. Iiſs Airy ran to the window, and thought 


charming to ſee the walkers fo little in the ſtreet ; and 
Miſs Gentle went to try the ſame experiment, and 


ſcreamed to find herſclf fo far above the ground. 


They all Knew that we intended to remove, and there- 


fore all gave me advice about a proper choice. One 


ſtreet was recommended for the purity of its air, ano- 


ther for its freedom from noiſe, another for its nearneſs 
to the Park, another becauſe there was but a ſtep from 


it to all places of diverſion, and another, becauſe its in- 


habitants enjoyed at once the town and country. 


I had civility enough to hear every recommendation 
with a look of curioſity while it was made, and of ac- 


1s the year of ray and Revel, and reſolved to fee the 


. 


1 + 
quieſcence when it was concluded; but in my heart felt 


no other deſire than to be free from the diſgrace of a ſe- 


| Cond floor, and cared little where I ſhould fix, if the 


apartments were ſpacious and ſplendid. © + 1 
„Next day a chariot was hired, and Miſs Trifle was 


diſpatched to find a lodging. She returned 1a the afters 


noon, with an account of a charming place; to which my 
huſband went in the morning to make the contract. Be- 
mg young and unexperienced, he took with him his 
friend Ned Quick, a gentleman of great {kill in rooms 
and furniture, who e 


the firſt view of the houſe, declared that it could not 


be inhabited, for the Sun in the afternoon ſhone with 


full glare on the windows of the dining-room.  _ 
Miſs Trifle went out again, and ſoon diſcovered ano- 
ther lodging, which Mr. Quick went to ſurvey, and 


found, that, whenever the wind ſhould blow from the 


Eaſt, all the ſmoke of the city would be driven upon it. 
A magnificent ſet of rooms was then found in one 


of the ſtreets near Weſtminſter Bridge, which Miſs 
Trifle preferred to any which ſhe had yet ſeen ; but Mr. 


Quick, having muſed upon it for a time, concluded 


that it would be too much expoſed in the morning to the 
fogs that riſe from the River. VF 


Thus Mr. Quick proceeded to give us every day new 


| teſtimonies of his taſte and circumſpeCtion ; ſometimes. 


the ſtreet was too narrow for a double range of Coaches; 


ſometimes it was an obſcure place, not inhabited by per- 
ſons: of Quality. Some places were dirty, and ſorn& 


crowded; in ſome houſes the furniture was ill-ſuited, 


and in others the ſtairs were too narrow. He had fuch 


fertility of objections that Miſs Trifle was at laſt tired; 


and deſiſted from all attempts for our accommodation, -* _ 
Isa the mean time I have ſtill continued to ſee my 


company on a ſecond floor, and am aſked twenty times. 


— 


: ces, at a ſingle glance, whatever 
there is to be commended or cenſured. Mr. Quick, at 


a-day when I am to leave thoſe odious lodgings, in 


— 


which I live tumultuouſſy without pleaſure, and expen- 
fively without honour. My huſband thinks ſo highly 
of Mr. Quick, that he cannot be perſuaded to remove 
„ | 5 without 


4 


—_ i 


« {$i 


— 


18 
4 * 


Without his approbation; and Mr. Quick thinks his re» 
putation raiſed by the multiplication of difficulties. * 


time by continual negation ; and incredulity, which an 
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In this diftreſs to whom can I have recourſe? , I 
find my temper vitiated by daily diſappointment, by the 


fight of Pleafures which I cannot partake, and the poſ- 


ſeſſion of Riches which I cannot enjoy. Dear Mr. Idler, 
inform my huſband that he is trifling away, in ſuper- 


fluous vexation, the few months which Cuſtom has ap- 


propriated to Delight; that matrimonial quarrels are not 
eaſily reconciled between thoſe that have no children; 


that wherever we ſettle he muſt always find ſome incon- 
venience; but nothing is ſo much to be avoided as a 
_ perpetual ſtate of Enquiry and SuſpenſmdſeG. 


27, "T2 To 
: Your humble ſervant. 
| \ PEGGY HEARTLESS. ' 


i 
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ANF what we know not, we can only judge by what we 
— know, Every novelty appears more wonderful as 
it is more remote from any thing with which experience 


or teſtimony have hitherto acquainted us; and if it paſſes 


further beyond the notions that we have been accuſtomed 
to form, it becomes at laſt incredible. 5 
We ſeldom conſider that human knowledge is very 
narrow, that national manners are formed by chance, 
that uncommon conjunctures of cauſes produce rare 
effects, or that what is impoſſible at one time or place 
may yet happen in another. It is always eaſier to deny 
than to enquire. To refuſe credit confers for a moment 


an appearance. of ſuperiority, which every little mind is 


tempted to aſſume when it may be gained ſo cheaply as 
by withdrawing attention from evidence, and declining 


 _ the fatigue of comparing probabilities. The moſt perti- 


nacious and vebement demonſtrator may be wearied in 


old 


\ 
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old Poe; i in his Addreſs to Raleigh, calls * the Wit of | 
Fools, obtunds the argument which it cannot anſwery. 


2 wool- ſacks deaden arrows, chengy they: cannot hs nh 1 
them. 


Many Relations of travellers have HEX? lighted: as 
fabulous, till more frequent Voyages have confirmed 
their veracity; and it may reaſonably: be imagined, that 


5 many ancient Hiſtorians are unjuſtly ſuſpected of falſe- 
hood, becauſe our own times afford nothing that reſem- 7 


bles what they ente! 

Had only the Writers of Ab ure us "that 
there was once a ene in which the wife lay down upen 
the burning pile only to mix her aſhes with thoſe of her 
huſband, we oui have thought it a tale to be told 
with that of Endymion's Commerce with the Moon. 
Had only a ſingle Traveller related that many nations 
of the earth were black, we ſhould have thought the ac- 
counts of Negroes and of the Phcenix equally credible! 


But of black men the numbers are too great, who are 
| now repining under Engliſh cruelty; and the cuſtom of 


voluntary cremation is not yet lot 55 the Ladies of 0 


India. 5 


Few parcatens with either to men or women, en 


= more incredible than the hiſtories of the Amazons; of 
female nations of whoſe conſtitution it was the efſential 


and fundamental law to exclude men from all participa - 


tion either of public affairs or domeſtic buſineſs; where 
female armies marched under female captains,” female 
farmers gathered the harveſt, female partners danced to- 

5 Seher, and female wits diverted one another. 


Yet ſeveral ages of antiquity have tranſmitted W 


3 of the Amazons of Caucaſus; and of the Amazons of 


America, who have given their name to the greateſt river 


in the world. Condamine lately found ſuch memorials 
zs can be expected among erratic and unlettered nations, 


where events are recorded only by tradition; and new 


ſwarms ſettling in the country, from time to time, con- 15 
fuſe and efface all traces of former times. | 


To die with huſbands, or to live without thant, are. | 


5 the two extremes which the Prudence and — 0 


„ 


pulwied with fringe and lace. - TO. 
| The Gameſters, if they were united, would make a 
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of European Ladies have, in all ages, NR declined; 
they have never been allured to death by the kindneſs or 
cCivility of the politeſt nations, nor has the roughneſs and 

| brutality of more ſavage countries ever provoked them 
to doom their male aſſociates to irrevocable baniſhment. 
The Bohemian matrons are ſaid to have made one ſhort 
ſtruggle for ſuperiority ; but, inſtead of baniſhing the 
men, they contented themſelves with condemning them - 
to ſervile offices; aud their conſtitution, thus left im 
perfect, was quickly overthrown.  _ SR 
There is, I think, no claſs of Engliſh women from 
whom we are in any danger of Amazonian uſurpation. 
The old Maids ſeem neareſt to independence, and moſt 
likely to be animated by revenge againſt maſculine au- 
thority; they often ſpeak of men with acrimonious ve- 
hemence, but it is ſeldom found that they have any ſet- 
tled hatred againſt them; and it is yet more rarely ob- 
ſeryed that they have any kindneſs for each other. They 
will not eaſily combine in any plot; and if they ſhould 
ever agree to retire and fortify themſelves in caſtles or in 
mountains, the centinel will betray the paſſes in ſpite, 
and the garriſon will capitulate on eaſy terms, if the 
beſiegers have handſome fword-knots, and are well fup- 


formidable body; and fince they conſider men only as 
beings that are to loſe their money, they might live. to- 
gether without any wiſh for the Ofhoiouſteſs of Gallan- 
try, or the Delights of diverſified Converſation. But as 
nothing would hold them together but the hope of plun- 
dering one another, their government would fail from 
the defect of its principles, the men would need only to 
neglect them, and they would periſh in a few weeks by 


1 do not mean to cenſure the Ladies of England as 


unlikely to revive the military honours of their ſex. The 
character of the ancient Amazons was rather terrible 
than lovely; the hand could not be very delicate that 
was only employed in drawing the bow and n | 


a Civil war. I, 


defective in knowledge or in ſpirit, when I ſuppoſe them : 


EE EET 
the battle-axe ; their power was maintained by cruelty» - 


their courage was deformed by ferocity, and their ex- 
3 | | 1 6 we | 5 
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HEN the Philoſophers of the laſt Age were firſt 
congregated into the Royal Society, great expec- 
tations were raiſed of the ſudden progreſs of uſeful Arts; 


the time was ſuppoſed to be near when Engines ſhould —_ 


turn by a perpetual motion, and Health be ſecure by 
the univerſal Medicine; when Learning ſhould be faci- 
litated by a real Character, and Commerce extended by 
ſhips which could reach their ports in defiance of the 
But improvement is naturally flow.” The Society met 
and parted without any viſible diminution of the miſeries 
of life. The Gout. and Stone were ſtil! painful, the 
Ground that was not plowed brought no Harveſt, and 


neither Oranges nor Grapes would grow upon the haw= 


thorn. At laſt, thoſe who were diſappointed began to | 
be angry; thoſe likewiſe who. hated innovation were 


” 


9 to gain an opportunity of ridiculing men who had SY : 


epreciated, perhaps with too much - arrogance, ' the 


Knowledge of Antiquity. And it appears from ſome of 


their earlieſt apologies, that the Philoſophers felt with . - A 
great ſenſibility the unwelcome importunities of thote 


who were daily aſking, What have ye done? 


' + 


© The truth is, that little had been done compared with. 
what Fame had been ſuffered to promiſe; and the queſ- | 


tion could only be anſwered by general apologies and by 


new occaſion to the ſame vexatious enquiry. _ - HO 
This fatal queſtion has diſturbed the quiet of many _ 


* * 


new hopes, which, when they were fruſtrated, Save a 5 I 


other minds. He that in the latter part of his life top 
ſtrictly inquires what he has done, can very ſeldom re= 
ceive from his own heart ſuch an account as will give 


5 + * 
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We do not indeed fo often diſappoint others as our- 


ſelves. We not only think more highly than others of 
our own abilities, but allow ourſelves to form hopes 
which we never communicate, and pleaſe our thoughts 
with employments which none ever will allot us, and 


with elevations to which we are never expected to riſe; 


and when our days and years are paſſed away in common 


buſineſs or common amuſements, and we find at laſt 
that we have ſuffered. our purpoſes to ſleep till the time 


of action is paſt, we are reproached only by our own re- 
flections; neither our friends nor our enemies wonder 
that we live and die like the reſt of mankind; that we 
live without notice, and die without memorial; they 


know not what taſk we had propoſed, and therefore can- 


not diſcern whether it is finiſhed. | 
He that compares what he has done with what he hag 
left andone, will feel the effect which muſt always fol- 


low the compariſon of imagination with reality; he 


will look with contempt on his own unimportance, and 


wonder to what purpoſe he came into the world; he 
will repine that he ſhall leave behind him no evidence of 


his having been, that he has added nothing to the ſyſtem 
of life, but has glided from Youth to Age among the 
crowd, without any effort for diſtinction. n. 

Man is ſeldom willing to let fall the opinion of his 


own dignity, or to believe that he does little only be- 


cauſe every individual is a very little being. He is better 
content to want Diligence than Power, and ſooner con- 
feſſes the Depravity of his Will than the Imbecillity of 


his Nature. 


4 
"nin, F 


From this miſtaken notion of human Greatneſs. it - 


proceeds, that many who pretend to have made great 
Advances in Wiſdom ſo loudly declare that Ar” deſpiſe 
elf- con- 
| e conſciouſneſs of 
their meanneſs, I ſhould have given them conſolation, by 


- themſelves. If I had ever found any of the 
temaers much irritated or pained by tt 


obſerving that a little more than nothing is as much as 
can be expected from a being who, with reſpe& to tt 


multitudes about him, is himſelf little more than nothing. 


"Every, man is obliged by the Supreme Maſter of the 
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Univerſe to improve all the opportunities of God which, 
are afforded him, and to keep in continual activity fuch - 


Abilities as are beſtowed upon him, But he has no rea- 
ſon to repine, though his Abilities are ſmall, and his 
opportunities few. He that has improved the Virtue or 


advanced deine of one Fellow - creature; he that 
ingle Moral Propofition, or added one 


has aſcertained a | 
uſeful Experiment to Natural Knowledge, may be con- 


tented with his own Performance, and, with reſpect to 
mortals like himſelf, may demand, like Auguſtus, to 


de diſmiſſed at his departure with Applauſe. 
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| TIOW Evil came into the world; for what reaſon it 6: 


1 is that Life is overſpread with ſuch boundleſs va- 
rieties of miſery; why the only thinking beipg of this 


globe is doomed to think merely to be wretchcd, and to 


© paſs his time from youth to age in fearing. or in ſuffering 
calamities, is a queſtion which Philoſophers have long 


| aſked, and which Philoſophy could never anſwer. - 


Religion informs us that 


* 


ſery and Sin were pro- 


duced together. The depravation of human will wass 
followed by a diſorder of the harmony of Nature; and 


by that Providence which often places antidptes in the 


7 neighbourhood. of poiſons, vice was checked by miſery, 
leſt it ſhould ſwell to univerſal and unlimited dominion. 
A ſtate of Innocence and Happinels is ſo remote from 
all that we have ever ſeen, that though we can eafily : 
_ = conceive it poſſible, and may therefore hope to attain. itz 
yet our ſpeculations. upon it muſt be general and con- 


fuſed· We can Roy that where there is univerſal 
. + , . * WT * o 
* nels; for why, ſhould Afﬀflictions be permitted to in 
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beings who are not in danger of corruption from Bleſſ- 
ings, and where there is no uſe of Terror nor cauſe of 
Puniſhment? But in a world like ours, where our Senſes 
aſſault us and our Hearts betray us, we ſhould pafs on 
from crime to crime, heedleſs and remorſeleſs, if Miſery 
did not ſtand in our way, and our own Pains admonith 
( ee OY 
Almoſt all the Moral Good which is left among us, is 
the apparent effect of Phyſical Evil. 3 
Soodneſs is divided by Divines into Soberneſs, Righte- _ 


+ Tk ouſneſs, and Godlineſs. Let it be examined how each 


of theſe Duties would be practiſed if there were no Phy- 
Real Evil-to enforce it. „„ 
Sobriety, or Temperance, is nothing but the forbear- 
ance of Pleaſure; and if Pleaſure was not followed b 


Pain, who would forbear it? We ſee every hour thoſe | 


in whom the deſire of preſent indulgence. overpowers all 


ſenſe of paſt and all foreſight of future miſery. - In a re- 
miſſion of the Gout the Drunkard returns to his Wine, 


and the Glutron to his Feaſt; and if neither Diſeaſe nor 
Poverty were felt or dreaded, every one would fink . 
down in idle ſenſuality, without any care of others, or 
of himſelf, To eat and drink, and lie down to fleep, . 
would be the whiole buſineſs of mankind, _ TY 


Righteouſneſs, or the ſyſtem of Social Duty, may be : 
_ ſubdivided into Juſtice and Charity. Of Juſtice one of 


| 


_  *© reſigned the pleaſure to eſcape the pain. 


the Heathen Sages has ſhewn, with great acuteneſs, that 
it was impreſſed upon mankind al by the inconve- 
niencies which Injuſtice had produced. In the firſt ages,“ 
ſays he, 2 "alia without any rule but the impulſe 
of Deſire; they practiſed Injuſtice upon others, and 
4 © ſuffered it f om others in their turn: but in time it was 
« diſcovered, that the pain of ſuffering wrong was greater 
than the pleaſure of doing it; and mankind, by a ge- 
© neral compact, ſubmitted to the reſtraint of laws, and 


Ok Charity it is ſuperfluous to obſerve, that it could 


have no place if there were no want; for of a virtue 
which could not be practiſed,” the amiſſion could 


not be culpable. Evil is not only the occaſional . 


but the efficient cauſe of charity; we are incited 
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the ſame nature with the ſufferer, that we are in danger 


of the ſame diſtreſſes, and may ſome 
fame afin... 8 
Godlinefs, or Piety, is elevation of the mind towards 
the Supreme Being, and extenſion of the thoughts of 


another life. The other life is future, aud the Supreme — 


Being is inviſible. None would have recourſe to an in- 


viſible power, but that all other ſubjetts had cluded their 2 | 


hopes. None would fix their attention upon the future, 


but that they are diſcontented with the preſent. If tbe 
ſenſes are feaſted with perpetual Pleaſure, they would 
always keep the mind in ſubection. Reaſon has no au- 
| thority over us, but by its power to warn us againſt 


Evil. 


In Childhood, while our minds are yet unoceupied,, = 


Religion is impreſſed upon them, and t he firſt years of 
almoſt all who have been well educated are paſſed in a 


regular diſcharge of the duties of Piety. But as we ad- 
vance forward into the crowds of life, innumerable de- 


lights ſolicit our inclinations, and innumerable cares 


diſtract our attention. The time of youth is paſſed in 
noiſy frolics ; Manhood is led on from hope to hope, 


and from project to project; the diſſoluteneſs of pleaſure, 


the inebriation of ſucceſs, the ardour of expectation, and 


the vehemence of competition, chain down the mind 


alike to the preſent ſcene : nor is it remembered how ſoon 


this miſt of trifles muſt be ſcattered, and the bubbles that 


float upon the rivulet of life be Joſt for ever in the gulpm 5 
of eternity. To this conſideration ſcarce any man is 


awakened but by ſome preſſing and reſiſtleſs evil: the 


death of thoſe from whom he derived his pleaſures, or _ 


to whom he deſtined his poſſeſſions ; ſome diſeaſe which 
ſhews him the vanity of all external acquiſitions ; or the 
gloom of age which intercepts his proſpects of long en- 


joyment, forces him to fix his hopes upon another ſtate 
and when he has contended with the tempeſts of life till! 
his ſtrength fails him, he flies at laſt to the ſhelter ß 
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That mikey ay not make all virtuous, experience. 


too certainly informs us; but it is no leſs certain, that 
of what Virtue there is, Miſery produces far the greater 
part. Phyſical Evil may be therefore endured with pa- 


tience, ſince it is the cauſe of Moral Good; and Patience 
itſelf is one Virtue by which we are prepared _ that 
date! in nn ay age be" no more. 1 
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Ir is a conplaine which has u made 3 
time, and which ſeems to have lately become more 
frequent, that Engliſh Oratory » however forcible in 


argument, or elegant in expre on, is deficient and in- 
_ efficacious, becauſe our ſpeakers want the Grace and | 
Energy of Action. 


Among the numerous Projetors who are e « 
refine our manners, and improve our Faculties, ſome 


are willing to ſupply the deficiency of our ſpeakers. We 
have had more than one exhortation to ſtudy the neg- 


lefted Art of moving the paſſions, and have been en- 
couraged to believe that our tongues, however feeble in 
themſelves, may, by the help of our hands and legs, 


© obtain an uncontroulable dominion over the moſt ſtub- 
born audience, animate the inſenfible, engage the care- 


leſs, force tears from the obdurate, and money from the 6 
- _ avaricious. | 


If by fleight of via; 'or nindilenels of foot, all chaſe 


| wonders can be performed, he that ſhall neglect to attain | 


the free uſe of his limbs may be juſtly cenſured as cri- 


minally lazy. But I am afraid that no ſpecimen of ſuch 


effects will eafily be ſhewn. If I could once find a 
'- . ſpeaker in Change-Alley raifing the price of ſtocks by 
the power of perſuaſive geſtures, I ſhould very zealouſly . 
recommend the ſtudy of his art; but having never ſeen / 
any action by which language was much aſſiſted, I have 
been hitherto inclined to doubt whether * en | 


are 
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© utterance. 


Foreigners of many nations accompany their FR ch _ 


Vith action; but why ſhould their example have more 
influence upon us than ours upon them? Cuſtoms are 


not to be changed but for better. Let thoſe, who deſire 


to reform us, ſhew the benefits of the change propoſed. 


When the Frenchman waves his hands and wriths his 

y in recounting the revolutions of a game at cards; or 
the Neapolitan, when he tells the hour of the day, ſhews |] 
upon his fingers the number which he mentions; I'do 


not perceive that their manual exerciſe is of much uſe; 
or that they leave any image more deeply impreſſed by 


Oo 


their buſtle and vehemence of communication. 


| Upon the Engliſh Stage there is no want of Action; 


bur the difficulty of making it at once various and proper, 


and its perpetual. tendency to become ridiculous, not- 


withſtanding all the advantages which art and ſhow, and 
© cuſtom and prejudice, can give it, may prove how little 


it can be admitted into any other place, where it can 
have no recommendation but from Truth and Nature 

The Uſe of Engliſh Oratory is only at the Bar, in the | 
Parliament, and in the Church. Neither the Judges of | 
our Laws, nor the Repreſentatives of our People, would _ 
be much affected by laboured geſticulation ; or believe 
any man the more becauſe he rolled his eyes, or puffed 


his cheeks, or ſpread abroad his arms, or ſtamped the 
ground, or thumped his breaſt, or turned his eyes ſome» 


times to the ceiling and ſometimes to the floor. Upon 
men intent only upon truth, the arm of an Orator has 
little power; a credible teſtimony, or a cogent argu- 


ment, will overcome all the art of modulation, and all 
the violence of contor tio. SN 
It is well known that in the City which may be called 


= the Parent of Oratory, all the arts of mechanical per- 


ſuaſion were baniſhed from the court of ſupreme: judi- 


cature. The Judges of the Areopagus conſidered action f ; 


and vociferation as a fooliſh appeal ro the external ſenſes, 


| are not blamed too haſtily for their calm and motionleſs 


( : = 


and unworthy to be practiſed before thoſe who had no 


1 5 


delire 


„ 


%%% um m -. - 
deſire of idle amuſeme 
to diſcover right. 


at, and whoſe only pleaſure was 
Whether Action may not be yet of uſe in churches, 


Where the Preacher addrefſes a mingledaudience, may 


deſerve enquiry. It is certain that the ſenſes are more 
powerful as the reaſon is weaker; and that he, whoſe 
ears convey little to his mind, may ſometimes liſten with 
His eyes till truth may gradually take poſſeſſion of his 
heart, If there be any uſe of geſticulation, it muſt be 
applied to the ignorant and rude, who will be more af - 

2 Felted by vehemence than delighted by 3 In 

0 


mme pulp, little ackion can be proper; for action can 
_ Muftrate nothing but that to which it may be referred 


by nature or by cuſtom. He that imitates by his hand a 
motion which he deſcribes, explains it by natural fimi- 
litude; he that lays his hand on his breaſt when he ex- 
eſſes pity, enforces his words by cuſtomary illuſion. 
ut Theology has few topies to which action can be ap- 
propriated: that action which is vague and indeter- 
minate, will at laſt ſettle into habit; and habitual pecu- 
 Harities are quickly ridiculous. 1 5 
It is perhaps the character of the Engliſh to deſpiſe 
rrifles; and that art may ſurely be accounted a tcifle, 
which is at once uſeleſs and oftentatious, which can 
ſeldom be praQtiſed with propriety, and which, as the 
mind is more cultivated, is leſs powerful. Vet, as all 
innocent means are to be uſed for the propagation of 
truth, I would not deter thoſe who are employed in 
preaching to common congregations, from any practice 
which they may find perſuaſive; for, compared with the 
converſion of ſinners, propriety and elegance are leſs 


> Y PO L N 65 * 5 5 EN, 9 75 5 

No. XCI, SATURDAY, JAN. 12, 1760. 

7 FE is common to overlook what is near, b keeping the 

I eye fixed upon ſomething remote In the ſame man— 

ner preſent opportunities are neglected, and ls 
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good is [liglited, by minds buſicd in extenſive ranges, 
/ and intent upon future advantages.” Life, howeyer 
ſhort, is made {till ſhorter by waſte of time; and its pro- 
greſs towards happineſs, though naturally flow, is yet 
retarded. by unnecetfary about. 
The difficulty of 'obtaining knowledge is univerſally _ 
confeiſ:d. To fix deeply in the mind the. principles Gf 
ſcience, to ſettle their limitations, and deduce the long ſucs 
ceſſion of their confequentes ; to 'comprehend the whole 
1 compaſs of complicated ſyſtems, with all the arguments, 
J. objections, and ſolutions, and to repoſite in the intellec- 
tual treaſury the numberleſs facts, experiments, apophs 
| thegms, and poſitions, which muſt ſtand: ſingle in-the 
memory, and of which none has any percep:ible, con- 
nexion with the reſt, is a taſk which, though undertaken 
with ardour, and purſued with, diligence, muſt at laſt 
be left unfiniſhed by the frailty of our nature, 
To make the way to learning either eſs ſhort or.leſs _ 
\ ſmooth, is certainly abſurd; yet. this is the, apparent 
effect of the prejudice which ſeems to prevail among us 
in favour of foreign authors, and of the conrempt.of our 
native literature, which this excurſive curiolity muſt ne. 
ceſſarily produce. Every man is more {peedily-ypſtructed 
by his own language than by any other: before we 
ſearch the reſt of the world for teachers, let us try whe- 
ther we may not ſpare our #ouble by finding them ax 
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home. 


I be riches of the Engliſh language are much greater 
than they are commonly ſuppoſed. Many uſeful and 
valuable books lie buried in ſhops and libraries, unn 
| known and unexamined, unleſs ſome lucky compiler 
opens them by chance, and finds an eaſy ſpoil of wit 
and 0 I am far from intending to inſnuate 
that other languages are not neceſſary to him who aſ- 
pires to eminence, and whoſe . whole be is devoted to 
ſtudy; but to him who reads only for amuſement, or 
whoſe purpoſe is not- to deck himfelf with the honours _ 
of literature, but to be qualified for domeſtic uſeful- 
neſs, and fit down content with ſubordinate. repu⸗ 
tation, we have authors ſufficient to fill up all the. 
„„ Wo ppm + 
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9 THE IDLER, : = 
vacancies of his time, and gratify moſt of his wiſhes for 
RR. oo oe IDK 

Of our Poets I need ſay little, becauſe they are per- 
| Haps the only authors to whom their country has done 
Juſtice. We conſider the whole ſucceſſion from Spenſer 
to Pope. as ſuperior to any names which the Continent 
can boaſt; and therefore the poets of other nations, how - 
ever familiarly they may be ſometimes mentioned, are 
very little read, except by thoſe who deſign to borrow 
their beauties. - ala I nels 
There is, I thiak, not one of the liberal arts which 
may not be competently learned in the Engliſh language. 


He that ſearches after mathematical knowledge, may : 


buſy himſelf among his'own countrymen, and will find 
one or other able to inſtruct him in every part of thoſe. 
abſtruſe ſciences. He that is delighted with experiments, 
and withes to know the nature of bodies from certain 
and viſible effects, is happily placed where the mecha- 
nical philoſophy was firſt eſtabliſhed by a public infti- 
tution, and from which it was ſpread to all other 
countries. | VV 
| The more airy and elegant ſtudies of Philology and 
. Criticiſm have little need of any foreign help. Though 
our languaye, not being very analogical, gives few op- 
portunities for grammatical reſearches, yet we have not 
wanted authors who have conſidered the principles of 
fpeech; and with critical writings we abound ſufficiently 
to enable pedantry to impoſe rules which can ſeldom be 


obſerved, and vanity to talk of books which are ſeldom 


read, | 5 
But our own language has, from the reformation to 
the preſent time, been chiefly dignified and adorned by 
the works of our Divines, who, conſidered as commen- 
tators, controvertiſts, or preachers, have undoubtedly 
left all other nations far behind them. No vulgar lan- 
guage can boaſt ſuch treaſures of theological knowledge, 
or ſuch multitudes of authors at once learned, elegant, 
and pious. Other countries, and other communions, 
have authors perhaps equal in abilities and diligence to 
ours; but, if we unite number with excellence, there is 
1 55 j ene 
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certainly no nation which muſt not allow us to be ſupe- 

. rior, Of Morality little is neceſſary to be ſail, becauſe 
it is comprehended in practical divinity, and is perhaps 
better taught in Engliſh ſermons than in any other books, 

ancient or modern, Nor ſhall I dwell on our excellence 

in metaphyſical ſpeculations, becauſe he that reads the 
works of our divines will eafily diſcover how far human 
ſubtilty has been able to penetrate. __ „„ 
Political 5 is forced upon us by the form of 
our conſtitution; and all the myſteries of government are 
diſcovered in the attacks or defence of every miniſter. 

The original law of ſociety, the rights of ſubjects, and 
the prerogatives of kings, have been conſidered with 

the utmoſt nicety; ſometimes profoundly inveſtigated, 
and ſometimes familiarly explained. ee gy 

Thus copiouſly inftruftive is the Engliſh language, 

and thus needleſs is all recourſe to foreign writers. Let 
us not therefore make our neighbours proud by ſoliciting 
help which we do not want, nor diſcourage our own in- 


duſtry by difficulties which we need not ſuffer. 
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17 HATEVER is uſeful or honourable will be deſired 


by many who never can obtain it; and that which 
cannot be obtained when it is defired, artifice or folly 
will be diligent to counterfeit. Thoſe to whom Fortune 
has denied gold and diamonds, decorate themſelves with _ 
ſtones and metals, which have ſomething of the ſhow, 
but little of the value, and every moral excellence or in- 
tellectual faculty has ſome vice or folly which imitates 
its appearance. % ͤ EY . 
Every man wiſhes to be wiſe; and they who cannot be 
wiſe are almoſt always cunning. The leſs the real 
diſcernment of thoſe is whom buſineſs or converſation 
brings together, the more illuſions are practiſed; nor is 
caution ever ſo neceſſary as with aſſociates or opponents 
of feeble minds. | \ 48 
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Cunning differs, from wiſdom as twilight from open 5 


day. He that walks in the ſunſhine goes boldly for- 


Wards by the neareſt way; he ſees that where the my 
is ſtraight, and even, he may proceed in ſecurity ; and 


where it is rough and crooked, he eaſily complies with 


the turns, and avoids the obſtructions. But the traveller 


in the duſk fears more as he ſees leſs; he knows there 
may be danger, and therefore ſuſpects that he is never 
ſafe, tries every ſtep before he fixes his foot, and ſhrinks 
at every noiſe leſt violence ſhould approach him. Wiſ- 
dom comprehends at once the end and the means, eſti- 
mates eafin: {s or difficulty, and is cautious or confident 
in due proportion, "Cunning diſcovers little at a time, 
and has no other means of certainty than multiplication 


of ſtratagems and ſuperfluity of ſuſpicion, The man of 
cunning always conſiders that he can never be too ſafe, 


and theretore always keeps himſelf enveloped in a miſt, 
impenetrable, as he hopes, to the eye of rivalry or cu- 


e iis e Tn Dame e bath 
cf cluding the moſt harmleſs queſtion. What he has 


no inclination to anſwer; he pretends ſometimes not to 


hear, and. endeavours to divert the enquirer's attention 
by ſome other ſubject; but, if he be preſſed hard by 


repeated interrogation, he always evades a direct reply. 


Aſk him whom he likes: beſt on the ſtage, he is ready 
to tell that there are ſeveral excellent performers; En- 
quire, when he was laſt at the coffee - houſe; he replies, 
that the weather has been bad lately. Deſire him to 


tell the age of any of his acquaintance; he immediately 


mentions another who is older or younger. 
Will Puzzle values himſelf upon a long reach. He 
foreſees every thing before it will happen, though he 
never relates his prognoſtications till the event is paſt, ' 
Nothing has come to paſs for theſe twenty years of which 


Mr. Puzzle had not given broad hints, and told at leaſt 


that it was not proper to tell. Of thoſe predictions, 


which every concluſion will equally verify, he always 
claims the credit, and wonders that: his friends did not 
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_ underſtand them. He ſuppoſes, very truly, that much 
may be known which he knows not, and therefore pre- 
tends to know much of which he and all mankind are 
equally ignorant. I defired his opinion yeſterday of the 
German war; and was told, that if the Pruſſians were 
well ſupported, ſomething great may be expected; but 
that they have very powerful enemies to encounter; that 
the Auſtrian general has long experience, and the Ruf- 
ſians are hardy and reſolute ; but that no human power 
is invincible. I then drew the converſation to our own 
affairs, and invited him to balance the probabilities of 
war and peace. He told me that war requires courage, 
and negociation judgment; and that the time will come 
. when it wül be ſeen whether our ſkill in treaty is equal 
to our bravery in battle. To this general prattle he will 
appeal hereafter; and will demand to have his foreſight 
applauded, whoever ſhall at laſt be conquered or 5 


rious. ; 8 58 
With Ned Smuggle all is a ſecret. He believes him- 
ſelf watched by obſervation and malignity on every fide, 
and rejoices in the dexterity 20 which he eſcaped ſnares 
that never were laid. Ned holds, that a man is never 
- deceived if he never truſt, and therefore will not tell the 
name of his taylor or his hatter ; he rides out every morn- 
ing for the air, and pleaſes himſelſ with thinking that 
nobody knows where he has ben. When he dines with 
a a friend, he never goes to his houſe the neareſt way, but 
walks up a bye ſtreet to perplex the tcent. When he 
has a coach called, he ncver tells him at the door the 
true place to which he is going, but ſtops him in the 
way that he may give directions where nobody can hear 
him. The price of what he buys or ſells is always con- 
cealed. He often takes lodginys* in the country by a 
wrong name, and thinks that the world is wondering 
where he can be hid. All theſe trenfaCtions he regiſters 
in a book, which, he ſays, will ſome time or other amaze 
poſterity. J L 
It is remarked by Bacon, that many men try to pro- 
cure reputation only by objections, of which, if they ae 
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once admitted, the nullity never appears, becauſe the | 
deſign i is laid aſide. This falſe feint of Wiſdom,” ſays | = 
he, is the ruin of buſineſs.” The whole power of cun= 
ning is privative; to ſay nothing, and to do nothing, is 

the utmoſt of its reach. Vet men, thus narrow by n 
ture, and mean by art, are ſometimes able to riſe by the 
miſcarriages of bravery and the openneſs of integrity; 
ard by watching failures and ſnatching opportunities, 


obtain advantages e belong property to n 
1. characters. : 
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8¹ AM SOFTLY was bred a Tagar-beker; but ſuc- 
ceeding to a conſiderable eſtate on the death of his 
elder brother, he retired early from buſineſs, marcied a 
fortune, and ſettled in a country-houſe near. Kentiſh- 
town. Sam, who formerly was a ſportſman, and in his 
apprenticeſhip uſed to frequent Barnet races, -keeps a 
high chaiſe. with a hgace of ſeaſoned geldings. During 
the ſummer months, the principal paſſion and employ- 
ment of Sam's life is to viſit, in this vehicle, the moſt 
eminent ſeats of the nobility and gentry in different parts 
ol the kingdom, with his wife and ſome ſelect friends. 
By theſe periodical excurſions. Sam gratifies many im- 
| 1 purpoſes. He alſiſts the ſeveral pregnancies of 
his wife; he ſhews his chaiſe to the beſt advantage; he 
indulges his inſatiable curioſity. for finery, which, ſince 
he has turned gentleman, has grown upon him to an ex= , 
traordinary degree; he diſcovers taſte and ſpirit ; and, 
What is abcwe all, he finds frequent opportuaities 55 diſ- 
| Playing to the party,. at every houſe he ſees, his know- 
ledge of family-connexions. At firſt, Sam was con- 
tented with driving a friend between London and his 
villa. Here he prided himſelf in pointing out the boxes 
of the citizens on each ſide the road, with an accurate 
detail of their reſpective failures. or ſugceſſeg in trade; 
and harangued on che ſeveral equipages that were acci- 
f e 
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| HE IDLER, | 115 
dentally paſſing. Here, too, the ſeats, interſperſed on 
the ſurrounding hills, afforded ample matter for Sam's 
curious diſcoveries. For one, he told his companion, 
a rich Jew had offered money; and that a retired widow 
was courted at another by an eminent dry-ſalter. At 


the ſame time he diſcuſſed the utility, and enumerated _ 


the expences of the Iſlington turnpike. But Sam's am- 
bition is at preſent raiſed to nobler undertakings. .. - _ 
When the happy hour of the annual expedition. ar- 
rives, the ſeat of the chaiſe is furniſhed with Ogilby's 
Book of Roads, and a choice quantity of cold tongues. 
The moſt alarming diſaſter which can happen to our 
hero, who thinks he throws a whip admirably well, 
is to be overtaken in a road which affords no quarter for 
wheels. Indeed few, men. poſſeſs more {kill or diſcern- 
ment for concerting and conducting a Party of Pleaſure, 
When a ſeat is to be ſurveyed, he has a peculiar talent 


at ſelefting ſome ſhady bench in the Park, where te 


company may moſt commodiouſly refreſh themſelves with 
cold tongue, chicken, and French rolls; and is very 
ſagacious in diſcovering what cool temple in the garden 
will be_beft_ adapted for drinking tea, brought for this 
purpoſe, in the afternoon, and from which the chaiſe 
may be:reſumedvith the greateſt convenience. In view=- _ 
ing the houſe itſelf, he is principally attracted by the 
chairs and beds, concerning the coſt of which his minute 
enquiries generally gain the cleareſt information. An 
agate table eafily diverts his eyes from the moſt capital 
| ſtrokes of Rubens; and a Turkey carpet has more 
charms than a Titian. Sam, however, dwells with 
ſome attention on the family portraits, particularly the 
moſt modern ones; and as this is a topic on which the 
houſe-keeper uſually harangues in a more copious man- 


ner, he takes this opportunity of improving his knows _ 


ledge of intermarriages. Yet, notwithſtanding this ap- 
266 Sag of ſatisfaction, Sam has ſome objection to all 
he ſees. One houſe has too much gilding; at another, 
the chimney-pieces are all monuments; at a third, he 
conjectures that the beautiful canal muſt certainly be 
dried up in a hot ſummer. He deſpiſes the ſtatues at 
. j © os 
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might find among their books. 
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f Wilton, becauſe he wks he can ſee much better carve 
g | 


ing at Weſtminſter Abbey. But there is one general 
objection which he is ſure to make at almoſt every houſe, 
particularly at thoſe which are moſt diſtinguiſhed. He 
allows that all the apartments are extremely fine, but 


adds, with a ſneer, that they are too fine to be inha- 


bud. - =} | | 
Miſapplied genius moſt commonly proves ridiculous, 

Had Sam, as Nature intended, conten:edly continued in 

the calmer and leſs conſpicuous purſuits of ſugar-baking, 


he might have been a reſpectable and uſeful character. 
At preſent he diffipates his life in a ſpecious idleneſs, 


which neither improves himſelf nor his friends. Thoſe 


talents which 1 have benefited ſociety, he expoſes 


to contempt by falſe pretenſions. He affects pleaſures 
which he cannot epjoy, and is acquainted only with 
thoſe ſubjects on which he has no right to tk, and 

which it is no merit te underſtand, 5 T7. 
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II is common to find young men ardent and diligent 
in the purſuit of knowledge: but the progreſs of life 


very often produces laxity and indifference; and not only 


thoſe who are at liberty to chuſe their buſineſs and 
amuſements, but thoſe likewiſe whoſe profeſſions en- 
gage them in literary enquiries, paſs the latter part of 
their time without improvement, and ſpend the day ra- 
ther in any other entertainment than that which they 


This abatement of the vigour of curioſity is ſome- 


times imputed to the inſufficiency of learning. Men 
are ſuppoſed to remit their labours, becauſe they find 


the labours to have been vain; and to fearch no longer 
after truth and wiſdom, becauſe they art laſt deſpair of 
Raw 7 _ CC og Ot 
But this reaſon. is for the moſt part very falſely af-. 
ſigned, | Of learning, as of virtue, it may W : 
CE OT 1 that 


| that it is at once honoured and neglected. Whoever 
forſakes it will for ever look after it with longing, la- 
ment the loſs which he does not endeavour to repair, and 
deſire the good which he wants reſolution to ſeize and 
keep. The Idler never applauds his own idleneſs; nor 
does any man repent of the diligence of his youtn. 
So many hindrances may. obſtruct the acquiſition of 
knowledge, that there is little-reaſon for wondering that 
it is in a few hands. To the greater part of mankind _ 
the duties of life are inconfiſtent with much ſtudy, and _ 
the hours which they would ſpend upon letters muſt he 
ſtolen from their occupations and their families. Many 
ſuffer themſelves to be lured by more ſprightly and lux- 
urious pleaſures from the ſhades of contemplation, where 
they find ſeldom more than a calm delight, ſuch as, 
though greater than all others, its certainty and its du- 
ration being reckoned with its power of gratification, is 
yet eaſily quitted for ſome extemporary joy, which the 
preſent moment offers, and another perhaps will put out 
It is the great excellence of learning, that it borrows 
very little from time or place; it is not confined to ſeaſon 
or to climate, to cities or to the country, but may be 
cultivated and enjoyed where no other pleaſure can be 
obtained. But this quality, which conſtitutes much of 
its value, is one occaſion of negleCt; what may be done 
at all times with equal propriety, is deferred from day 
to day, till the mind is gradually reconciled to the 
omiſſion, and the attention is turned to other objects. 
Thus habitual idleneſs gains too much power to be con- 
quered ; and the ſoul ſhrinks from the idea of intellec- - 


tua] labour and intenſeneſs of meditation. 
That thoſe who profeſs to advance learning ſometimes 
obſtruct it, cannot be denied; the continual multipli- 
cation of books not only diſtracts choice, but diſappoints . 
enquiry. To him that has moderately ſtored his mind 
with images, few writers afford any novelty ; or what 
little they have to add to the common ſtock of learning 
- | is fo buried in the maſs of general notions, that, hike 
ſilver mingled with the ore of lead, it is too little to 


— 
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III THE IDLER, 3 
pay for the labour of ſeparation; and he that has often | 
; es deceived by the promiſe of a title, at laſt grows 
_ weary of examining, and is tempted to conſider all as 
equally fallacious. %%% OO ii Serta ls. 
There are indeed ſome repetitions always lawful, be- 
| cauſe they never deceive. He that writes the hiſtory of 
paſt times, undertakes only to decorate known facts by 
new beauties of method or of ſtyle, or at moſt to illuſtrate 
them by his own reflexions. The author of a ſyſtem, 
whether moral or phyfical, is obliged to nothing beyond 
care of felection and regularity of diſpoſition. But there 
are others who claim the name of authors merely to dif= 
ce it, and fill the world with volumes only to bury = 
1 aer in their own rubbiſh. The traveller who tells in 


a pompous folio, that he ſaw the Pantheon at Rome, and 
the Medicean Venus at Florence; the natural hiſtorian, 
vw, deſcribing the productions of a narrow iſland, re- 
counts all that it has in common with every other part 
of the world; the collector of antiquities, that accounts 
every thing a curioſity, which the ruins of Herculaneum 
happen to emit, though an inſtrument already ſhewn in 
_ a thouſand repoſitories, or a cup common to the ancients, 
the moderns, and all mankind, may be juſtly cenſured 
as the perſecutors of ſtudents, and the thieves of that time 
which never can be reſtored. FORD e 


— 


Vo. XCV. SATURDAY, FBB. g, 1766. 
| 0 the Taler. 


Mr, Idler, | ; CLE 
TT is, I think, univerſally agreed, that er ar 
good is gotten by complaint; yet we find that few 
forbear to complain, but thoſe who are afraid of being 
reproached as the authors of their own miſeries. I hope, 
therefore, for the common permitſion, to lay my caſe 
before you and your readers, by which I ſhall diſburthen 
my heart, though I cannot hope to receive either afhiſt- 
aner or conſolation, on K 
1 | Lo 
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THE IDIE X. 119 
. am a trader, and owe my fortune to frugality and 
induſtry, I 4 with little; but by the eaſy and ob- 
vious method of ſpending leſs than I gain, I have every 


year added ſomething to my ſtock, and expect to have 


a ſeat in the common council at the next election. 
My wife, who was as prudent as myſelf, died ſix 
years ago, and left me one ſon and one daughter, for 


| whoſe ſake I reſolved never to marry again, and rejected 
the overtures of Mrs. Squeeze the broker's widow, who 3 


had ten thouſand pounds at her own diſpoſaI. 
\ I bred my ſon at a ſchool near Iſlington; and when 


he had learned arithinetic and wrote a good hand, 1 


tcok him into the ſhop, deſigning, in about ten years, to 
retire to Stratford or Hackney, and leave him eſtabliſhed 
in the buſineſs, HEL Ny 


For four years he was diligent and ſedate, entered the 
ſhop before it was opened, and when it was ſhut always 
examined the pins of the window. In any intermiſſion 


15 buſineſs it was his conſtant practice to peruſe the 


edger. I had always great hopes of him, when I ob- 


ſerved how ſorrowfuily he would ſhake his head over a 
bad debt; and how eagerly he would liften to me, when 


I told him that he might, at one time or other, become 
an: Altman I. „ 
We lived together with mutual confidence, till un- 


luckily a viſit was paid him by two of his ſchool-fellows, 


who were placed, I ſuppoſe, in the army, becauſe they 
were fit for nothing better : they came glittering in'the 
military dreſs, accoſted their od acquaintance, and in- 


vited him ta a tavern, where, as I have been fince in- 


formed, they ridiculed the meanneſs of commerce, and 
wondered how a youth of ſpirit could ſpend the prime of 
life behind a counter. | G2 5 . 


I did not ſuſpect any miſchief. I knew my ſon was 
never without money in his pocket, and was better able 


to pay his reckoning than his companions, and expected 


to ſee him return triumphing in his own advantages, and 
"congratulating himſelf that he was not one of thoſe who 


expoſe their heads to a muſquet-bullet for three ſhillings . 
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He returned ſullen and thoughtful; I ſuppoſed him 


ſorry for the hard fortune of his friends, and tried to 
comfort him, by faying that the war would ſoon be at 
an end; and that, if they had any honeft occupation, 


half-pay would be a pretty help. He looked at me | 
with indignation; and ſnatching up his candle, told me, 
as he went up the ſtairs, that he hoped to ſee a battle yet. 
Why he ſhould hope to fee a battle I could not con- 
ceive, but let him go quietly to ſleep away his folly. 
Next day he made two miſtakes in the firſt bill, diſ- 


obliged a cuſtomer by ſurly anſwers, and dated all his 


entries in the journal in a wrong month. Ar night he 


met his military companions again, came home late, and 
. 4 „ . "I 


quarrelled with rhe maid. | W 
From this fatal interview he has gradually loft all his 


laudable paſſions and deſires. He ſoon grew uſeleſs in 
the ſhop, where, indeed, I did not willingly truſt him 


any longer; for he often miſtook the price cf goods to 
his on loſs; and once gave a promiſſory note inftead of 
„„ E.G 3: 5 „ 


I did not know to what degree he was, corrupted, till 


an honeſt taylor gave me notice that he had beſpoke a 


by the fiſter of one of my journeymen. I went to this 


clandeſtine lodging, and found to my amazement all the 
ornaments of a fine gentleman, which he has taken upon 


credit, or purchaſed ' with money ſubducted froni the 


openly declares his reſolution to be a gentleman ; ſays, 


that his ſoul is too great for a counting-houſe; ridicules 
the converſation of city taverns ; talks of new plays, and 


boxes, and ladies; gives Ducheſſes for his toaſts; car- 


ries. ſilver, for readineſs, in his waiſteoat- pocket; and 


comes home at night in a chair, with ſuch thunders at 


the door, as have more than once brought the watchmen 
from their ſtands. | VVV POR 
Little expences will not hurt us; and I could forgive 


4 * 


. 


laced ſuit, which was to be left for him at a houſe kept 4 


a few juvenile frolics, if he would be careful of the 1 


main; but his favourite topic is contempt of money, 
5 %% T 


4 


K 
\ 


TIT Ld 


ons do. a LM nd. 3 
* * 


„ $A gen 


rug torx. 1 121 
which, be gps f is of no uſe but to be ſpent.” Richer 
without honour, he holds empty things; vand/once told 
me to my face, that wealthy Wan _ op] y er 
veyors for men of ſpiriit. 

He is always impatient in the company ry his old 
San and ſeldom ſpeaks till he is warmed with wine; 
be then entertains us with accounts that we do not deſire 
to hear; of intrigues among lords and ladies, and quar- 
rels between officers of the guards; ſnie ws a miniature 
on his ſnuff-box, and wonders that any man can look | 
upon the new dancer without rapture. | 
All chis is very proyoking,-.and'yet all hw ne 
born, if the boy could ſupport his pretenſions. Bur 
whatever he may think, he; is yet far from the accom- 
pliſhmente which he has endearoured to purchaſe at ſo 
dear a rate. I have watched him in public places. He 
ſneaks in like a man that knows he is where he ſhould 
not be; he is proud to catch the flighteſt ſalutation, and 
often claims it when it is not intended. Other men re · 
ceive dignity. from dreſs, but my booby looks always 
more meanly for his finery. Dear Mr. Idler, tell him 
what muſt at laſt-hecome of a fop- whom pride will not 
ſuffer to he a trader, and berge _ an 5j' a 2" ſhop | 
forbid x to 11 a de- e 55 
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; T Acho, a way" of Ease, was in his youth PA 5 
moſt renowned: of the northern warriors. His 


| martial atchievements remain engraved on a pillar of 


flint in the rocks of Hanga, and are to this day ſolemuly 
carolled to the harp by the Laplanders, at the fires with 


| which they celebrate their nightly feſtivities. Such was 


His RO _ that he on as to 1885 the lake Ve- 
M ther 


%%% 
ther to the iſte of Wizards, where he deſcended. alone 
into the dreary vault in which a magician had been kept 
bound for ſix ages, and read the Gothic characters in- 
ſeribed on his brazen mace. His eye was ſo piercing, 
that, as ancient chronicles report, he could blunt the 
weapons of his enemies only by looking at them. At 
_ twelve years of age he carried an iron veſſel of a prodi- 
| You weight, for the length of five furlongs, in the pre- 
ſence of all the chiefs of his father's caſtle. PN ER 


Nor was he leſs celebrated for his prudence and wiſ- _ 


dom. Two of his proverbware yet remembered and re- 
peated among the Laplanders. To expreſs the vigilance 
of the Supreme Being, he was wont to ſay, Odin's 
< belt is always buckled. To ſhew that the moſt proſ- 
perous condition of life is often hazardous, his leſſon was, 
When you ſlide on the ſmootheſt ace, beware of pits 
beneath.“ He conſoled his countrymen when they 
were once preparing to leave the frozen defarts of Lap- 
land, and reſolved to ſeek ſome warmer climate, by tell- 
ing them, that the eaſtern nations, notwithſtanding 
their boaſted fertility, paſſed every night amidſt the hor- 
rors of anxious apprehenſion, and were inexpreſſibly af- 
frighted, and almoſt ſtunned, every morning, with the 
noiſe of the ſun while he was riſing. © 
His temperance and ſeverity of manners were his chief 
praiſe. In his early years he never taſted wine; nor 
would he drink out of a painted cup. He covſtantly 
_ flept in his armour, with his ſpear in his hand; nor 
would he uſe a battle-axe whoſe handle was inlaid with 
| braſs. He did not, however, perſevere in this contempt. 
_ of luxury; nor did he cloſe his days with honour. } 
One evening, after hunting the Gulos, or'wild-dog, 
being bewildered in a ſolitary foreſt, and having paſſed 
the fatigues of the day without any interval of refreſh- 


of a pine, This was a dainty which he had never taſted 


before, and being at once faint and hungry, he fed 


greedily upon it. From this unuſual and delicious re- 


| paſt he received ſo much ſatisfation, that, at his return 
home, he commanded honey to be ſerved up at his 
„ e „ "1. 1. aye 


„5 „ 
: . 8 


ment, he diſcovered a large ſtore of honey in the hollow“ 


TIE 1DLER;. aa 
table every day. His palate, by degrees, became refined 
and vitiated ; he began to loſe his native reliſh for ſimple 
fare, and contracted a habit of indulging himfelf in de- 
licacies; he ordered the delightful gardens of his caftle 
to be thrown open, in which the moſt luſcious fruits 
had been ſuffered to ripen and decay, unobſerved and. 
untouched, for many revolving autumns, and gratified 
his appetite with luxurious defſerts. At length he 
found it expedient ta introduce wine, as an agreeable 
improvement, or a neceſſary ingredient to his new way 
of living; and having once taſted it, he was tempted by 
little and little to give a looſe to the exceſſes of intoxica- 


tion. His general ſimplicity of life was changed; he 


perfumed his apartments by burning the wood of the 
moſt aromatic fir, and commanded his helmet to be of- 


namented with beautiful rows of the teeth of the rein- 


deer Indolence and effeminacy ſtole upon him by 
pleaſing and imperceptible gradations, relaxed the finews 
of his reſolution, and extinguiſhed his thirft of inili> 
zary. glories” copay nh 0507 VV 
While Hacho was thus immerſed in pleaſure and in 
repoſe, it was reported to him, one morning, that the 
preceding night, a diſaſtrous omen had been diſcovered, 
and that bats and hideous birds had drunk up the oil 
which nouriſhed; the . perpetual lamp in the temple f 
Odin. About the ſame time a ans SF arrived to tell 
him, that the king of Norway had invaded his kingdom 
with a formidable army. Henke, terrified as he was 
with the omen of the night, and enervated with indul- 
gence, rouzed himſelf from. his voluptuous lethargy, 
and, recollecting ſome faint and few ſparks of veteran 
valour, marched forward to mieet him. Both armies 
joined battle in the foreſt where Hacho had been loſt 
after hunting; and it ſo happened, that the king of 


Norway challenged him to fingle combat, near the place 2 
where he had taſted the honey. The Lapland chief, 


languid and long diſuſed. to arms, was foon overs 
powered; he fell to the ground; and, before his inſult- 
5 adverſary ſtruck his head from his body, uttered 
chis exclamation, which the Laplanders ſtill uſe as aa 
. „„ OS, > _ early 
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early Lens to their children: · The vicious man ſhould 
A w_ his deſtruction from the firſt temptation. How 

* juſtly do I fall a ſacrifice to floth and luxury, in the 
© place where I firſt yielded to thoſe allurements which 
* ſeduced me to deviates. om temperance and innocence! 
© The. honey Which I taſted in this foreſt, and not the 
6 hand of ms King: x of gr ates . Hacho,” TR + 
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wm may,. 1 think, he) juſtly. obſerved; that ſow den 
I diſappoint their. readers more than the narrations of 
travellers. One part of mankind is naturally curious to 
learn the ſentiments, manners, and condition of the reſt; 


and every mind that has leiſure or power to extend its 


views, muſt be deſirous of knowing in what proportion 
| Providence has diſtributed the bleffings of Nature, or 
the * of art, among the ſeveral nations of the 
earth. 

This general A eaſily procures readers to every 
from which it can expect gratification, The ad- 
venturer upon unknown coaſts, and the deſeriber of diſ- 
tant regions, is always welcomed as a man Who has la- 
boured for the pleaſure of others, and who is able to en- 
large „our know ledge, and rectify our opinions; but 
when the volume is opened, nothing is found but ſuch 
general accounts as leave no diſtinct idea behind them, 
or ſuch minute enumerations as few can read with either 
profit or delight. 

Every writer of travels mould conſider; char; ke all 
other authors, he undertakes either to inſtruct or pleaſe, 
or to mingle pleaſure with inſtruction. He that inftrufts 
muſt offer to the mind ſomething to be imitated, or ſome= 
| thing to be avoided ; he that pleaſes muſt offer new. 

images to his reader, and en ble him to form a tacit com- 
pariſon of his own fate with that of others. 
The greater part of travellers tell nothing, Wersen 
their method of ee Vi e with oY = 


ny 
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be told. He that enters a town at night, and furveys 
it in the morning, and then haſtens away to another place, 
and gueſſes at the manners of the inhabitants by the en- 
tertainmerit which his inn afforded him, may pleaſe him 
ſelf for a time with a haſty change of ſcenes, and a con- 
fuſed remembrance of palaces and churches ; he may 
gratify his eye with variety of landſcapes, and regale his 
palate with a ſucceffion of vintages; but let him be con- 
| rented to pleaſe himſelf without endeavouring to diſturb 
others. Why ſhould he record excurſions by which no- 
thing could be learned, or wiſh to make a ſhow of know- 
ledge which, without ſome power of intuition unknown 
to other mortals, he never could attain, _ Ei 
Of thoſe who crowd the world with their itineraries, _ 
ſome have no other purpoſe than to deſcribe the face of 
the country; thoſe who ſit idle at home, and are curious 
to know what is done or ſuffered in diſtant countries, 
may be informed by one of thoſe wanderers, that on a 
certain day he ſet out early with the caravan, and in 
the firſt hour's march ſaw, towards the ſouth, a hill co- 
vered with trees, then paſſed over a ſtream, which ran 
_ northward with a ſwift courſe, but which is probably 
dry in the ſummer months; that an hour after he {aw 
1omething to the right which looked at a diſtance like a 
caſtle with towers, but which he diſcovered afterwards _ 
to be a craggy rock; that he then entered a valley, in 


which he {aw feveral trees tall and flouriſhing, watered _: 


by a rivulet not marked in the maps, of which he was 


not able to learn the name; that the road afterward grew 


ſtony and the country uneven, where he obſerved among 
the hill many hollows worn by torrents, and was told 
that the road was paſſable only part of the year; that 


going on they found the remains of a building, once per- 


ap? a fortreſs to ſecure the paſs, or to reſtrain the rob- 
bers, of which the preſent inhabitants can give no other 


account than that it is haunted by fairies; that they went 


to dine at the foot of a rock, and travelled the reſt of the 
day along the banks of a river, from which the road 
turned aſide towards evening, and brought them with 
fight of a village which was once a conſiderable town, 
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but which afforded them neither good vittuals nor com- 


modious lodging. 


Thus he conducts his reader throogh wet and dry, 
over rough and ſmooth, withoec incidents, without re- 


flexion; #nd, if he obtaiis his company for another 
day, will diſmiſs him again at night, equally: fatigued” = 
with a like ae of rocks and ſtreams, mountains c 


and ruins. 
This is the common ſtyle of thoſe ſons of enterprize 


who viſit ſavage countries, and range through ſolitude 
and deſolation; who paſs a deſart, and tell that it is 
ſandy; who eroſt a valley, and find that it is green. 
There are others of more delicate ſenſibility, that vifir 
only the realms of elegance and ſoftneſs; that wander 
through Italian palaces, and amuſe the gentle reader 


with catalogues of pictures; that hear maſſes in magni- 


* 


ficent churches, and recount the number of the pillars, 
or variegations of the pavement. And there are vet 
others, who, in diſdain of trifles, copy inſcriprions ele- 
gant and rude, ancierr and modern; and tranſcribe into 
their book the walls of every edifice, ſacred or civil. 


He that reads theſe books muſt conſider his labour as its > 
own reward; for he will find nothing on which attention 


can fix, or which memory can retain. . 


He that would travel for the entertaipment of others, 


ſhould remember that the great object of remark i is hu- 8 


man life. Every nation has ſomething particu ar in its 
manufactures, its works of genius, its medicines, its 
agriculture, its cuſtoms, and its policy, He only is a 


uſeful traveller who brings home ſomething by Which | 


his country may be benefited ; who procurss ſome ſup- 


ply of want, or ſome mitigation of evil, which may en- 
able his readers to compare their condition with that of 


others, to improve it whenever it is worſe, and whenever 


it is better to ſy it. 
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F AM the I of a gentleman, dn 5 TY | 
life-time enjoyed a ſinall income which aroſe from a 
penſion from the court, by which he was enabled to live 
in a genteel and comfortable manner, 
By the fituation in life in which he was placed, he 
was frequently introduced into the company ot thoſe of 


much- greater fortunes than his own, among whom he 


was always received with Cit Hes and treated my 
civiſity. 


At ſix years of age I was ſent to a boarding-fchool in 
6 the country, at which I continued till my father's death. 805 


This melancholy event happened at a time when j was 
by no means of ſufficient age to manage for myſelf, 


while the paſſions of youth continued unſubdued, and 


before experience could guide ww ſentiments. or oy 
actions. 


I was then taken from ſchook by an oleh to Sew care 


of whom my father had committed me on his dying - bed. 
With him I lived ſeveral years; and as he was unmar- 


ried, the management of his family was committed to 
me. In this character 1 always endeavoured to acquit 
myſelf, if not with applauſe, at leaſt without cenſure. : 


At the age of rwenty-one a young gentleman of ſome 


fortune paid his addreſſes to me, and offered me terms 


of marriage. This propoſal I ſhould readily have ac- 


cepted, becauſe, from vicinity of reſidence, and from 

many opportunities of obſerving his behaviour, I had in 

| ſome ſort contracted an affection for him. My uncle, 
for what reaſon I do not know, refuſed his conſent to 
this alliance, though it would have been complied with 


by the father of the oung gentleman; and as the future 
M was wholly dependent on him, I 


was not willing to difoblige him, and therefore, wough * 
* uvnwillingly, declined the off. 
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My uncle, who poſſeſſed a plentiful fortune, fre- 
quently hinted to me in converſation, that at his deatli 
I ſhould be provided for in ſuch a manner, that 1 
ſhould be able to make my future life comfortable and 
happy. As this promiſe was often repeated, I was the 
lefs anxious about any proviſion for myſelf. In a ſhort 
time my uncle was taken ill, and though all poſhble 
8 were made uſe of for his recovery, in a few days 
e died. 2 5 85 = 
The forrow ariſing from the loſs of a felation, by 
whom I had been always treated with the greateſt kind 
neſs, however grievous, was not the worft of my mif- 
_ fortunes, As he enjoyed an almoſt uninterrupted ſtate 
of health, he was the leſs mindful of his diſſolution, and 
died inteſtate; by which means his whole fortune de- 
volved to a nearer relation, the heir at la. 
Thus excluded from all hopes of living in the manner 
with which I have fo long flattered myſelf, 1 am doubt- 
ful what method I ſhall take to procure a decent main- 
tenarice. I have been educated in a manner that has fet 
me above a ſtate of ſervitude; and my fituation renders 
me unfit for the company of thoſe with whom 1 have 
hitherto converſed. But, though diſappointed in my ex- 
pectations, I do not deſpair. I will hope that affiſtance 
may ſtill be obtained for innocent diſtreſs, and that 
friendſhip, though rare, is yet not impoſſible to be 
„ Jam, Sir, 5 
Your humble ſervant _ 


So PH (HEEDFUL., 
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| AS Ortogrul of Baſra was one day wandering along 
the ſtreets of Bagdat, muſing on the varieties of 
 fffichangize which tlie ſhops offered to his view, and 
ns F ___», obferving 
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8 the different occupations Iwbicd: buſted the 


| multitudes on every ſide, he was awakened” from the 
0 8 of meditation. y acorowe: irq W. his 


_ 


30. 


to enter. He — KY wy hr of ths pure | 

ments, admired the walls hung with golden tapeſtry, und 
the floors covered with ſilken carpets, and deſpiſed „ 
ade neat neſs of his on little habitation. 

Surely, ſaid he to himſelf, this palace is the ſeat mY 
happineſs, where pleaſure ſucceeds to pleaſure, and diſa 
content and forrow can have no admiſſion. Whatever 
Nature has provided for the delight of ſenſe, is here 
ſpread forth to be enjoyed. What can mortals hope or 

imagine, which the maſter of this palace has not ob- 
I Wind! The diſhes of luxury cover his table; the voice 
| of harmony lulls him in his bowers; he breathes the fra 
| grance of the groves of Java, and ſleeps upon the down © 
of the cygnets of Ganges, He ſpeaks,” and his mandate 
js ob: yed ; he wiſhes, and his wiſh is gratified; all whom © 
he ſees obey him, and all whom he hears flatter him! 
How different, Ortogrul, is thy condition, Who art 
doomed to the perpetual torments of unſatisfied defire; 
"and who lraſt no amuſement in thy power that can with. 
hold thee from thy own reflections! They telFthee any? 
. thou art wiſe; but what does wiſdom avail with 
eee None will flatter the poor; and the wiſe Rf : 
little power of flattering themſelves. That man 
45 fordy the moſt wretched of the ſons of wretchedneſs, | 
Who lives with his owt: faults and follies always before 
him, and who has none to reconcile him to himſelf by 
praiſe and veneration. I have long ſought content, and 
haye not found 1 it; * will from this moment endeavour 
to be rich. 1 
Full uf this new reſolution; he ſhut himſelf in e ®] 
chamber for fs months, to deliberate how he —_—_ Wo 
won OT ometimes purpoſed to offer himſelf a 5 


coun- 
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counſellor to one of the Kings of India; and ſometimes 1 
reſolved to dig for diamonds in the mines of Golconda. | 


One day, after ſome hours paſſed in violent fluctuatiou 


of opinion, ſleep infenfibly ſeized him in his chair; he 
dreamed that he was ranging a deſart country in ſearch 
of ſome one that might teach him to grow rich; and as 
he ſtood on the top of a hill ſhaded with cypreſs, in 


doubt whither to direCt his ſteps, his father appeared on 
a ſudden ſanding before him. Ortogrul,? ſaid the old 


man, I know thy perplexity; liſten to thy father; 


turn thine eye on the oppoſite mountain.“ Ortogrul 


looked, and ſaw a torrent tumbling down the rocks 
roaring with the noiſe of thunder, and ſcattering its foam 
on the impending woods. Now, ſaid his father, be- 
hold the valley that lies between the hills.“ Ortogrul 
looked, and eſpied a little well, out of which iſſued a 
ſmall rivulet. Tell me now, ſaid his father, doit 


thou wiſh for ſudden afluence, that mi | 


thee like the mountain torrent, or for a flow and gra; 


dual enerraſe. reſembling the rill gliding from the well? ? 


Let me be quickly rich,” ſaid Ortogeul ; © let the gol- 
den ftream be quick and violent.“ Look round thee,” 
| ſaid his father, once again. Ortogrul looked, and 
1 283 the channel of the torrent dry and duſty; but 


fo 


lowing the rivulet from the well, he traced it to 
a wide lake, which the ſupply, flow and conftant, kept 


wh; full. He waked, and determined to grow rich 

| yh ſold his patrimony, he engaged in merchandize, 

and in twenty years purchaſed lands on which he raiſed a 

| houſe, equal in ſumpruouſneſs to that of the Vizier, to 

which he invited all the miniſters of pleaſure, expecting 
to enjoy all the felicity which he had imagined riches 

able to afford. Leiſure ſoon made him weary of himſelf; 

and he longed to be perſuaded that he was great and 


ent profit and perſevering induſtry. 


happy. He was courteous and liberal; he gave all that 


approached him hopes of pleaſing him, and all who 


ſhould pleaſe him hopes of being rewarded. Every art 


i * 
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| praiſe was tried, and every ſource of adulatory fie 
ion was exhauſted. Ortogrul heard his flatterers with<- 


„ 0 no a a. 
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out delight, becauſe he found himſelf unable to believe 
them. His own heart told him its frailties; his own 
underſtanding reproached him with his faults. + Ho- 
long,“ ſaid he, with a deep ſigh, have I been labouring 
in vain to W own wp ge is uſeleſs ! Let no 
man hereafter wiſh to be rich, who ig already too wiſe 


* 8? I 
4 ? 


| No. ©, SATURDAY, MARCH 15, 1769, | 


THE uncertainty and defects of language have pro- 
- duced very frequent complaints among the learned; 
pet there ſtill remain many words among us undefined, 
Which are very neceſſary to be rightly underſtood, and 
which produce very miſchievous miſtakes when they are 


erroneouſly interpreted. 


I lived in a ſtate of celibacy beyond the uſual time. 

In the hurry firſt of pleaſure and afterwards of buſineſs, 
I felt no want of a domeſtic companion; but, becoming 
weary of labour, I ſoon grew more . weary. of idleneſs, 

and thought it reaſonable to follow the cuſtom of life, 
and to ſeek ſome ſolace of my cares in female tender» 
2 and ſome amuſement of my leiſure in female cheer- 
o VVV 3% 6 es Ba SEES 

| The choice which has been long delayed is commonly 

made at laſt with great caution. My reſolution was to 

keep my paſſions neutral, and to marry only in com- 

pliance with my reaſon. I drew upon a page in my 
pocket - book a ſ heme of all female virtues and vices, - 
with the vices which border upon every virtue, and the } 
virtues which are allied to every vice. I conſidered that 
wit was ſa caſtic, and magnanimity 1mperious; that | 
avarice was. cezonomical, and ignorance | obſequiousz; | 
aud having eftimated the good and evil of every quality = 

ende | 


- lg e ” om BO ß * 


employed my own. diligence and that of my fri 
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to find the lady in whom nature and reaſon had reached 
that happy mediocrity which is equally remote from ex-" 
uberance and deſteilenm¹j e WEST, Par 5 abt vs 
Every woman has her admirers and her cenſurers; and 
the expectations which one raiſed, were by another 
quickly depreſſed : yet there was one in whoſe favour 
almoſt all ſuffrages concurred. Miſs Gentle was uni- 
verlally allowed to be a good ſort of a woman. Her for- 
tune was not large, but ſo prudently managed, that ſhe 
wore finer clothes and faw more company than many 
who were, known t0 be twice as nch: Iliſs Gentle 
viſits were everywhere welcome; and, whatever family | | 
ſhe favoured with her company, ſhe always left behind |} 
her ſuch a degree of kindneſs as recommended her to 
others; every day extended her acquaintance, and all 
who knew her declared that they never met with a better 
. TT ĩͤ ß 
To Miſs Gentle I made my addreſſes; and was re- 
ceived with great equality of temper. She did not in 
the days of courtſhip aſſume the privilege of impoſing 
rigorous commands, or reſenting flight offences. If Þ 
forgot any of her injunctions, I was gently reminded ; if 
I miſſed the minute of appointment, I was eafily for- 
given. I foreſaw nothing in marriage but a haleyon 
calm, and longed for the happineſs which was to be 
found in the inſeparable fociety of a good ſort of 
woman. e e e TE, 
The jointure was ſoon ſettled by the intervention of 
friends, and the day came in which Miſs Gentle was 
made mine for ever. The firſt month was paſſed eaſily 
enough in receiving and repaying the civilities of our 
friends. The bride practiſed with great exactneſs all 
the niceties of ceremony, and diſtributed her notice in 
the moſt punctilious proportions to the friends who ſur- 
rounded us with their happy augur ies. 
But the time ſoon came when we were left to our 


Tc 


7 


ſelves, and were to receive our pleaſures from each 
other; and I then began to perceive that I was not 
Formed to be much delighted by a yore fort of woman. 
Her great principle is, that the orders of a family muſt 
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perſuade | her to wal in the garden at the rime ſhe bas 


devoted to her needlework, or to fit up ſtairs in tyre 


part of the forenoon Which the has accuſtomed herſelf to 


ſpend in the back parlour. She allows herſelf to fit” 
half an hour after breakfaſt,” and an hour after dinner; 
while I am talking or reading to her, the keeps her eye 


upon ber watch, and When the minute of departure 


comes, will leave an rh 25 unfiniſhed, or the in- 


trigue o of a play unravel] She once called me to ſup- 
per when I was watching an eclipſe, and ſummoned me 


at abother time to 25 when 1 Was Boing 0 Sive direc- | 


tions Yer a bs 
Her converſation is bh tapas cautious,: that he 


never talks to me bur 1 in neral terms, as to one whom 


it is dangerous to truſt. For diferiminations of character 
he has no names: all whom ſhe mentions are honeſt 


men and a 8 77 women. She ſmiles not by ſenſation, 
ice: Her laughter is never excited but by A | 

joke, and her notion of a joke is not very delicate. The 

repetition of a good joke does not weaken its effect; if CE, 


but by pra 

ſhe, has laughed once, the will laugh again. ; 
She is an enemy to nothing but ill - nature and pride; > 

frequent in the world. All who are not equally pleated. 


the witt 
from defect, the. conſiders. as ll: natured ; and ſhe n- 
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ment inviolably a in me nor will any impoitunity- 


but ſhe has frequently reaſon to lament that they are. 10 I 


with the good and had, with the elegant and groſs, with 88 | 
and the dult; all: who diſtinguiſh excellence OS 


demns as proud all who :repre's impertinence or quelb 2 


pay hornape, oe 


There are none W the 2 Sages; for if once” 
ſhe ſuffers, or believes herſelf ro ſuffer, Hy contempt or oY 
Inſult, ſhe never diſmiſſes it from her mind, bur takes 
all opportunities to tell how eaſily ſhe can forgive. There 


are none whom ſhe loves much better than others; for 
when any of her acquaintance decline in the opinion ofy, © 


the world, the N finds i En inconvenient to "TIE: them; 


i ons 


preſumption, or expect reſpe& from any other eminence __ 3 
than that of fortune, to which the 1 is a ways willing to 9 5 


Pi 


be intimate with the whole town. þ 


misfortune that happens to every family wit 


miſtake, like 


her affe&ion continues unaltered ; but it is impoſſible to 


She daily exerciſes her benevolence by pitying every : 


in her circle 


gf notice; ſhe is in hourly terrors leſt one ſhould catch 
cold in the rain, and another be frighted by the high 
wind. Her charity ſhe ſhews by lamenting that ſo many 
poor wretches ſhould. languiſh in the ſtreets; and y 
N e. what the great can think on, that they do ſo 


little with ſuch large eſtates  _ 
Her houſe is elegant, and her table dainty, though ſhe 


has little taſte of elegance, and is wholly free from vi- 
cious luxury; but ſhe comforts herſelf that nobody can 


ſay that her houſe is dirty, or that her diſhes are not 


well dreſt. 


This, Mr. Idler, I have found by long experience to 


1 be the character of a good ſort of a woman, which I 
have ſent yau for the information of thoſe by whom a 
good ſort of woman and a good woman may happen to 


be uſed as equivalent terms, and who may ſuffer by the, 1 
Four humble ſerrantt 
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: OMAR, the ſon of Huſffan, had paſſed. ſeventy-five 


years in honour and, proſperity. The favour of three 


| ſuccefſive Califs had filied his houſe with gold and filver ; 
and whenever he appeared, the benedictions of the people 


proclaimed his paſſage. _ 


__ Terreſtrial happineſs is of ſhort continuance. . The 
. - brightneſs of the flame is waſting its fuel; the fragrant 
flower is paſſing away in its own odours. The vigour 


of Omar began to fail, the curls of beauty fell from his 


head, ſtrength departed from his hands, and agility from 
his feet, He gave back to the Calif the keys of ruſt 
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and the ſeals of ſeereſy; and ſought no other” pleaſure 
for the remains of life than the converſe of the wiſe, and 


| the gratitude of the gſll. 
The powers of his mind were yet unimpaired. His 


chamber was filled by viſitants, eager. to catch the die- 


tates of experience, and vfficious to pay tlie tribute of 


admiration. Caled, the ſon of the viceroy of Egypt, en- 


tered every day early, and retired late. He was beau- 


 riful and eloquent; Omar admired his wit, and loved 
bis docility. Tell me, ſaid Caled, thou to whoſe voice 


nations have liſtened, and whoſe wiſdom is known ro 


the extremities of Aſia, tell me how I may reſemble 


Omar the Prudent? The arts by which you have 


”- 


gained power and preſerved it, are to you no longer ne- 
ceſſary or uſeful ; impart to me the! ſecret of your con- 
duct, and teach me the plan upon which your wiſdom 


has built your fortune, 


Young man, ſaid Omar, it is of little uſe to form plans 
of life. When I took my firſt ſurvey of the world, in 
my twentieth year, having conſidered the various con- 
ditions of mankind, in the hour of ſolitude I faid thus to 


myſelf, leaning againſt a cedar which ſpread its branches 


attainment of knowledge, and ten I will paſs in foreign _ 
countries; I ſhall be learned, and therefore ſhall be ho- 
noured; every city will ſhout at my arrival, and every - 
ſtudent will ſolicit my friendſhip. Twenty years thus 


| paſſed will ſtore my mind with images, which I ſhall 


be buſy through the reſt of my life in combining and ; 
comparing. I ſhall revel in inexhauſtible accumula- 
tions of intellectual riches; I ſhall find new pleaſures 


for every moment, and ſhall never more be weary ff 


myſelf, I will, however, not deviate too far from the 


| beaten track of life, but will try what can be found in 


female delicacy. I will marry a wife beautiful as the 
Houries, and wife as Zobeide; with her I will live _ 


twenty years within the ſuburbs of Bagdat, in every 
pleaſure that wealth can purchaſe and fancy can invent. 
1 will then retire to a rural dwelling, paſs my days in 

. „ obſcurity 


* 
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obſcurity and contemplation, and lie ſilently down on the 
bed of death. Through my life it ſhall be my ſettled 
reſolution, that I will never depend pon the {mile of 
Princes; that L will never ſtand expoſed to the artifices 
of courts; 1 will never pant for public honours, nor 
diſturb my quiet with affairs of ſtate. Such was my 
ſcheme of life, which I impreſſed indelibly upon my 


„memory. 3 4 ; 


i LOI TITS Be FIPS 9s 1 . „„ 
I) !be firſt part of my enſuing time was to be ſpent in 


ſearch of knowledge; and I know not how/ I was di- 


verted from my deſign. I had no #ifible. impediments 


without, nor any ungovernable paſſions within. I re- 
garded knowledge as the higheſt honour and the moſt 
engaging pleaſure; yet. day ſtole upon day, and month 
glided after month, till I found that ſeven years of the 
firſt ten had vaniſhed, and left nothing behind them. I 
now poſtponed my purpoſe of travelling; for why 
ſhould I go abroad while ſo much remained to be learned 
at home? I immured myſelf for four years, and ſtudied 

the laws of rhe empire. The fame of my {kill reached 
the judges; I was found able to ſpeak upon doubtful 
queſtions, and was commanded to ſtand at the footſtool 
of the Calif. I was heard with attention, I was con- 
ſulted with confidence, and the love of praiſe faſtened 

iet... J Toons .- 
I ftill wiſhed to: ſee diſtant countries, liſtened with 
rapture to the relations of travellers, and reſolved ſome 


time to aſk my diſmiſſion, that I might feaſt my foul 


with novelty; but my preſence was always neceſſary, 


and the ſtream of buſineſs hurried me along. Sometimes 


I was afraid leſt T ſhould be charged with ingratitude; 
but I ſtill propoſed to travel, and therefore would not 
Wonne myſelf by marriage 
In ͤ my fiftieth year I began to ſuſpect that the time 
of travelling was paſt, and thought it beſt to lay hold on 
the felicity yet in mv power, and indulge myſelf in do- 

meſtic pleaſures.. But at fifty no man eaſily finds a wo- 

man beautiful as the Houries, and wiſe as Zobeide. I 
enquired and rejected, conſulted and deliberated, till 
the fixty-ſecond year made me aſhamed of gazing x 
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girls. I had now nothing left but retirement; and for 
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retirement I never found a time, till diſeaſe forced me 


from public employment. 


ſcheme, and ſuch has been its conſe- . 


Po 


Such was my 


quence. With an inſatiable thirſt for knowledge, I 
trifled away the years of improvement; with a reſtleſs 
deſire of ſeeing different countries, I have always re- 
fided in the ſame city; with the higheſt expectation ß 


connubial en have lived unmarried; and with 


unalterable reſolutions of contemplative retirement, 


am going to die within the walls of Bagdat. 


No. CI. SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 1760. 


TT very ſeldom happens to man thar his buſineſs is his 
=» pleaſure, What is done from neceflity, is ſo often 


to be done when againſt the preſent. inclination, and ſo 


| | often fills the mind with anxiety, that an habitual diſlike 
ſteals upon us, and we ſhrink involuntarily from the re- 


membrance of our taſk. This is the reaſon why almoſt 
every one wiſhes to quit his employment; he does not 
like another ſtate, but is diſguſted with his own. 
From this unwillingneſs to perform more than is re- 
quired of that which is commonly performed with re- 
luctance, it proceeds that few authors write their own 


lives. Stateſmen, courtiers, ladies, generals, and ſeamen, 
have given to the world their own ſtories, and the events 
with which 'their different ſtations have made them ac- 


quainted. They retired to the cloſet as to a place ob 
quiet amuſement, and pleaſed themſelves with writ- 


ing, becaufe they could lay down the pen whenever 
they were weary. But the author, however conſpicuous 


or however important, either in the public eye or in his 


own, leaves his life to be related by his ſucceſſors, for 


he cannot gratify his vanity but by ſacrificing his eaſe. _ 
It is commonly ſuppoſed that the uniformity of a ſtu. 


dious life affords no matter for narration : but the truth 


is, that of the moſt ſtudious life a great part paſſes without 


* 


wy ru 1ER. 


ſtudy. An author pertakes of the common condition of 8 
Humanity : he is born and married like another man; he 
has hopes and fears, expectations and diſappointments, 
griefs and Joys, and friends and enemies, like a courtier 
or a ſtateſman; nor can I conceive why his affairs ſhould 
nat excite curioſity as much as the whiſper of a Kan 
room, or the factions of a camp. Ts 
Nothing detains the reader's attention more powerfully Y 
than deep involutions of diftreſs, or ſudden viciſſitudes 
of fortune; and theſe might be abundantly afforded by 
- memoirs of rhe ſons of literature. They are entangled 
by contracts which they know not how to fulfil, and 
obliged to write on ſubjects which they do not uader- 
. ſand, Every publicaion is a new period of time, from 
| which ſome increaſe or declenſion of fame is to be rec- 
koned. The gradations of a hero's life are from battle 
to battle, and of an author's, from book to book. 
Succeſs and miſcarriage have the fame effects in all 
conditions. The roſperous are feared, hated, and flat= 
tered; and the ah ene avoided, pitied, and deſpiſed. 


No ſooner is a book publiſhed, than the writer may judge 
+ of the opinion of the world. If his acquaintance preſs 
round him in public places, or falute him from the other 


fide of the ftreet ; if invitations to dinner come thick 


upon him, andthoſe with whom he, dines keep him to 


ſupper; if the ladies turn to him when his coat is plain, 
and the footman ſerve him with attention and alacrity, 
he may be fure that his work has been praiſed bY ſome 
leader of literary faſhions. 

Of declining reputation the ſymptoms are not 1 | 
eaſily — | 

has a box to himſelf; if he calls at a bookſeller's, the 


If the author enters a coffee-houſe, he 155 


boy turns his back; and, what is the moſt fatal of all 


prognoſtics, authors will viſit him in 3 morning, and 
talk to him hour after hour of the malevolence of critics, 
the negleCt of merit, the bad taſte of the age, and the 
candour of poſterity. | 5 
: "*H this, "modified doc varied by accident and thn: 
Would form very amuſing ſcenes of biography, and 
might recreate many SIRE Wen is very intle ak py 
e 
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with „ or battles, intrigues of a court, or de- 


bates of a parliament. To this might be adged all the 


changes of the countenance of a patron, traced from the 


firſt zlow which flattery raiſes in his cheek, through 


_ ardour of fondneſs, vehemence of promiſe, magnificence 
of praiſe, excuſe of delay, and lamentation of inability, 


to the laſt chill took” of final difmiſſion, -when:the.one 


grows weary of ſolieiting, and the other of hearing foli 
citation. | 

Thus copious are the materials which have been 45 
therts ſuffered. to lie neglected, while the repoſitories of 
every family that has produced a ſoldier or a miniſter are 
ranſacked, and libraries are crowded with uſeleſs folios < 
of ſtate· papers which will never be read, and which con- 
tribute nothing to valuable knowledge. | 


I hope the learned will be taught to know theirs own 5 I 
ſtrength and their value, and, inftead of «devoting their 


lives to the honour of thoſe who ſeldom thank them for 
their labours, reſolve at laſt to do juſtice to thèmſęlves. 


* 
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-UCH of the pain and pleaſure of mankind ariſe 
8 from the conjectures which every one makes of 
the thoughts of others; we all enjoy praiſe which we do _ 
not hear, and reſent contempt 1 we do not ſee. 

The Idler may therefore be forgiven, if he ſuffers his 
imagination to repreſent to him what his readers will 
ſay or think when they are informed that they have now 
his laſt paper in their hands. 

Value is more frequently raiſed by ſcarcity than by | 
uſe. That which lay neglected when it was common, 


riſes in eſtimation as its quantity becomes leſs. We ſel- 


dom learn the true want of what we have, till it is diſ- 
covered * we can W no more. f 


5 5 "Is This | 


* 
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This eſſay will, perhaps, be read with care even by 
thoſe who have not yet attended to any other; and he 


that finds this late attention recompenſcd, will not for- 


bear to wiſh that he had beſtowed it ſooner. 5 
Though the Idler and his readers have contrafted no 
cloſe friendſhip, they are perhaps both unwilling to part. 
There are few things not purely evil of which we can 
ſay, without ſome emotion of uneaſineſs, this is the laſt, 
Thoſe who never could agree together, ſhed tears when 
mutual diſcontent has determined them to final ſepa - 
ration: of a place which has been frequently viſited, 
though without pleaſure, the laſt look is taken with 
- heavineſs of heart; and the Idler, with all his chillneſs 
of tranquillity, is not wholly unaffected by the thought 
that his laſt eſſay is now before him, — 
This ſecret horror of the laſt is inſeparable from a 
thinking being, whoſe life is limited, and to whom death 
is dreadful. We alwavs make a ſecret compariſon be- 
tween a part and the whole; the termination of any pe- 
riod of life reminds us that life itſelf has likewiſe its 
termination; when we have done any thing for the laſt 
time, we involuntarily reflect that a part of the days al- 
lotted us is paſt, and that as more is paſt there is leſs 
_ remalhing. VVV | 
It is very happily and kindly provided, that in _ 
life there are certain pauſes and interruptions whic 
force conſiderations upon the careleſs, and ſeriouſneſs 
upon the light; points of time where one courſe of 
action ends, and another begins; and by viciſſitude of 
fortune or alteration of employment, by change of place 


| or loſs of friendſhip, we are forced to ſay of ſomething, 


this is the laſt, | | . 1 5 

An even and unvaried tenour of life always hides 
from our apprehenſion the approach of its end. Suc- 
ceſſion is not perceived but by variation; he that lives 
ew-day as he lived yeſterday, and expects that as the 


pPreſent day is, ſuch will be the morrow, eaſily conceives 


time as ruaning in a circle and returning to itſelf. The 
uncertainty of our duration is impreſſed commonly by 
e VVVVVTVV Mw 12g, dit; Fro 
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diſſimilitude of condition; it is only by finding life 
changeable that we are reminded of its ſhortneſs.  _ _ 
| This conviction, however forcible at every new im- 
preſſion, is every moment fading from the mind; and 
partly by the inevitable incurfion of new images, and 
partly by voluntary excluſion. of unwelcome thoughts, 
we are again expoſed to the univerſal fallacy; and we 


muſt do another thing for the laſt time, before we con- 


. ſider that the time is nigh when we ſhall do no more. | 
As the laſt Idler is publiſhed in that folemn week 


which the Chriſtian world has always ſet apart for the _ 


examination of the conſcience, the review of life, the 
extinction of earthly deſires, and the renovation of holy 

_ purpoſes, I hope that my readers are already diſpoſed to 
view every incident with ſeriouſneſs, and improve it by 
meditation; and that, when they ſee this ſeries of trifles 
brought to a concluſion, they will confider that by out- 
living the Idler they have paſſed weeks, months, and 
years, which are now no longer in their power; that an 
end muſt in time be put to every thing great as to every 
thing little; that to life muſt come its laſt hour, and to 
this ſyſtem of being its laſt day, the hour at which pro- 
bation ceaſes, and repentance will be vain ; the day in 
which every work of the hand and imagination of the 
heart ſhall be brought to judgment, and an everlaſting 
. Futurity ſhall be determined by the paſt, : 
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Tagpen, eritteimm has: Ne cultivated in 3 29 
of learning by men of great abilites and extenſive 
| know ledge, till the rules of writing are become rather 
burthenſome than inſtructive to the Ming; though almoſt 
every ſpecies of compoſition. by been the  ſabject of par- 
ticular treatiſes, and given birth to definitions, diſtinc- 1 
tions, precepts, and illuſtrations; yet no critic of nete, 
that has fallen within my obſervation, has diene 
rhought ſepulchral inſcriptions worthy of a minute ex- 
amination, or pointed out * N e their 
| beavries and defects. 
The reaſons of this neglect it is ; uſeleſs. to enquire, and; | 
perhaps impoſlible to diſcoyer; it might be juſtly ex- 
Qed that this kind of writing would have been the 
33 topic of criticiſm, and that ſelf - love might 
have produeed ſome regard for it, in choſe authors that 
have crowded: libraries with elaborate diſſertations upon 
Homer; ſince to afford a ſubject for heroic poems is the 
privilege of very few; but every man may expect to be 
recorded in an epitaph, and therefore find ſome intereſt 
in providing that his memory may not ſuſter by an un- 


2 


ilful panegyric. . _ „ 


"If our prejudices in favour of antiquity er to 
14 any part in the regulation of our ſtudies, Epytaphs 
| ſeem entitled to more than common regard, as they are 


robably of the ſame age with the art ; of writing. The 
bs 25 1 ja moſt 
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moſt ancient ſtructures in the world, the pyramids, are 


ſuppoſed to be ſepulchral monuments, which either pride 
or gratitude erected; and the ſame paſſions which incited 
men to ſuch laborious and expenſive methods of preſerv- 
ing their own memory, or that of their benefactors, 
would doubtleſs incline them not to neglect any eaſier 
means by which the ſame ends might be obtained. Na- 
ture and reaſon have diftated to every nation, that to 
preferve good actions from oblivion is both the intereſt 
and duty of mankind: and therefore we find no people 
acquainted with the uſe of letters, that omitted to grace 
e et 5 . 
To examine, therefore, in what the perfection of 


the tombs of their heroes and wiſe men with panegyrical 


Epitaphs conſiſts, aud what rules are to be obſerved in 


compoſing them, will be at leaſt of as much uſe as other 


critical enquiries; and for aſſigning a few hours to ſuch 


os Uifquibtions, great examples at leaſt, if not ſtrong reaſons, 
may be pleaded. : » „„ Fs 9 3 x. 


An Epitaph, as the word itſelf implies; is an inſcrip» | 


tion on the tomb, and in its moſt extenſive import may 
admit indiſcriminately ſatire or praiſe. But as malice has 
ſeldom produced monuments of defamation, and the 
tombs hitherto raiſed haye been the work of friendſhip 
and benevolence, cuſtom has contracted the original la- 
ttitude of the word, ſo that it fignifies, in the general ac- 


- 


ceptation, an inſcription engraven on a tomb in honour | 


et · che perſon decegſed.? fo 50 | 

As honours are paid to the dead in order to incite 

others to the imitation of their excellencies, the principal 
intention of Epitaphs is to perpetuate the examples of 


virtue, that the tomb of a good man may ſupply the 


Want of his preſence, and veneration for his memory p 


duce the ſame effect as the obſervation of his life. T ſo 


Epitaphs are, therefore, the moſt perfect, which ſer 
virtue in the ſtrongeſt light, and are heſt adapted to exalt 
the reader's ideas, and rouſe his emulation. 
To this end it is not always neceſſary to recount the 


nctions of a hero, or enumerate the writings of a philo- 


| - -fophery to imagine ſuch informations neceſſary, is = 


* 
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detract from their characters, or to ſuppoſe their works, 
Iwortal, or their atchievements in danger of being for- 
gotten. . The bare name of ſuch men anſwers ory Fare 
KY poſe of a long inſcription. y 
Had only the name of Sir Home: Newton been ſub⸗- 
| joined to the deſign upon his monument, inſtead of a 
ag detail of his diſcovexies, which no philoſopher cen 5 
want, and which none but a philoſopher can underſtand, © ' 
thoſe, by whoſe direction it was raiſed, had done more 
honour both to him and to themſelves. 5 
This indeed is a commendation which it uren 18 5 
genius to beſtow, but which can never become vulgaoer 
or contemptible, if beſtowed with judgment, becauſe no 
 fingle a hy ing many men of merit ſuperior to pane 
gyric. ne but the firſt names can ſtand unaffiſted : 
againſt the attacks of time; and if men, raiſed to repu- 
tation by accident or caprice, have nothing but their 
names engraved on their tombs, there is danger leſt in a 
few years the inſcription require an interpreter. Thus | 
have their expectations been diſappointed who hone oured” 
1 of Mirandula with this | er: eptaphs + 


8 jacet ae Minadole 1 eee norunt tres 6, 0 5 
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his 1 name, then oli in the . 5 n > | 
earth, is now almoſt forgotten; and his works, then 
| fludicd, admired, and *pplandeds are HOW: grins, 
in obſcurity. . | 
Next in dignity to the bare name ita ſhort charakter 
fimple and unadorned, without exaggeration; ſuperlatives, 
or rhetoric, Such were the inſcriptions in uſe among 
the Romans, in which the victories gained by their em- 
rors were commemorated by a fingle epithet; as C r 
| hah 3. aol Cæſar Dacicus, Germanicus, Ill pricus. 
Such would be this epitaph, Iſaacus een nature. EY 
tegibus inveſtigatis, hie quieſcit.' W 
But to far t 5 part of N a longer e en- 
comium is ee dee for the publication of their virtues. 
| 2 the . Ho. 1 2 8 and in the een 0 
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poſition of theſe it is that art is principally required; and 
. precepts therefore may be uſeful. © 
In writing Epitaphs, one circumſtance is to be confi- 
dered, which affects no other compoſition ; the place, 
in which they are now commonly found, reſtrains them 
to a particular air of ſolemnity, and debars them from 
the admiſſion of all lighter or gayer ornaments. In this. 
it is that theſtyle of an Epitaph neceſſarily differs from 
that of an Elegy. The cuſtom of burying our dead 
eeither in or near our churches, perhaps originally founded 
on a rational deſign of fitting the mind for religious ex! - 
erciſes, by laying before it the moſt affecting proof of 
the uncertainty of life, makes it proper to exclude from 
- our Epitaphs all ſuch alluſions as are contrary to the doc- 
trines for the propagation of which the churches are 
_ erected, and to the end for which thoſe who peruſe 
the monuments mult be ſuppoſed to come thither. No- 
thing is, therefore, more ridiculous than to copy the 
Roman inſcriptions, which were engraven' on ſtones by 
the highway, and compoſed by thoſe who generally re- 
. flefted on mortality only to excite in Wan aud 
others a quicker reliſh of pleaſure, and a more luxurious 
enjoyment. of life, and whoſe regard for the dead ex- 
tended no Farther than a wiſh that * the earth might be 
 Hghit upon them.“ ZM %%% on 
All alluſions to the heathen Mythology are therefore 
abſurd, and all regard for the ſenſeleſs remains of a dead 
man impertinent and ſuperſtitious. One of the firſt diſ- 
tinctions of the primitive Chriſtians, was their negle& of 
beſtowing garlands on the dead, in which they are very, 
rationally defended by their apologiſt in Minutius Felix: 
We laviſh no flowers nor odours on the dead,” fays he, 


b © becauſe they have no ſenſe of fragrance or of beauty.” | 


Me profeſz to reverence the dead, not for their ſake, but 

for our own, It is therefore always with indignation or. 
contempt that I read the Epitaph on Cowle V3 4 man, | 

| whoſe learning and poetry were his loweſt merits. 


Aurea dum late volitant tua ſcripra per orbem : ETAL > 
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2 Hic placida j jaceas requie, cuſtodiar vraam 8 
Cana, Fides, vigilent que perenni Lampade Muſe 1 
5 ' Sit acer ille locus, nec quis temerarius aufit eee 
Sacrilega turbare manu venerabile buſtum | 
Intacti maneant, maneant per ſecula Acces. 
Coulei cineres, e e immobile Serum. F 


To pray that he aſhes of a elend may lie undiſturbed, 1 


ms that the divinities that. favoured him in his life may 
watch for ever round him to preſerve his tomb from vi- 


olation, and drive ſacrilege away, is only rational in 
. him who believes the ſoul intereſted in the repoſe of the 


body, and the powers which he invokes for its protec- 


tion able to preſerve it. To cenſure ſuch expreſſions as 


are contrary to religion, or remaitis of heathen ſuperſtition, 
would be too great a degree of ſeverity. I condemn 


them only as uninſtructive and unaffecting, as too lus. | 
| dicrous for reverence or grief, for be and * 


f temple, | 

That the defigns and decorations of monuments ought | 
likewiſe to be formed with the ſame regard to the ſo- 
lemnit oy of the place, cannot be denied: it is an eſta». 
bliſhed principle, that all ornaments owe their beauty 
to their propriety. The ſame glitter of dreſs that adds 


28 to gaiety and youth, would make age and dignity. 


ptible. Charon with his boat is far from heigh». 


=D renin he awful 138 of the univerſal judgment, _ 
_ thoug 


drawn by elo himſelf ; nor is it eaſy to ĩima- 
28 a greater abſurdity than that of gracing the walls 


of a Chriſtian temple with the figure: of Mars leading =: 


hero to battle, or Cupids ſportin * round a virgin. The 3 
c 


pope, who defaced the ſtatues of the deities at the tomb 


of Sannazarius, is, in wy opinion, more eaſily to be 
defended than he that erected them. 


It is for the ſame reaſon i improper to addreſs the Epi- 


+ taph ro the paſſenger : a cuſtom which an injudicious ve 


neration for antiquity introduced again at the revival of 
letters, and u hich, 1 others, Paſſeratius ſuf- 
fered to miſlead him in is Epitaph upon the heart 


5 Henry 55 5 F . N Was * d by Clement 0 
OY monk; 5 
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| $Sak ; which yet deſerves to be inſerted, for the ſake 


of thewing how beautiful even Anh may be- 
come in the Ne of a Yrs writer. | | 

| Adds, e able e v vices. 0 
Cor regis iſto conditur ſub marmore, 


Quai jura Gallis, jura Sarmatis dedit. 1 
Tectus Cucullo hunc ſuſtalit Sicarius. „„ 


Abi, Vater, et dole n vices. 


In the 1 0 ages, however i ignorant and unpoliſhed,. 
the Epitaphs were drawn up wirh far greater propriety __ 
than can be ſhewn in * which more Sd e 
| times haye produced. 
Orate pro Anima—miſerrimi Peceataris, In 
was an nddrefs to the laſt degree ſtriking and 1 | 
it flowed naturally from the religion then believed, and 
awakened in the reader ſentiments of benevolence for the 
| deceaſed, and of concern for his own happineſs. There 
was nothing trifling or ludicrous, nothing that did not 
tend to the nobleſt end, the propagation of rie 
the increaſe of devotion. _ | 
It may ſeem very ſuperfluous to lay it down as the h 
- firſt rule for writing Epitaphs, that the name of the de- 
ceaſed is not to be omitted; nor_ ſhould I have. thought 
ſuch a precept neceſſary, had not the practice of the 
greateſt writers ſhewn, that it has not been ſufficientix 
regarded. In moſt of the poetical Epitaphs, the names. 
for whom they were . compoſed may be ſought ro no 
. purpoſe, being only prefixed on the monument. To ex- 
poſe the abſurdity of this omiſſion, it is only neceſſary to 
aſk how the Epitaphs, which have outlived the ſtones on; ' 
which they were inſcribed, would have contributed to 
the information of poſterity, had they wanted the names | 
of thoſe whom they celebrated. | 
In drawing the character of the deceaſed, chere are wo. 
rules to be obſerved which do not.equally relate to other 
ions... The 8 Pg. not to Þ general, be- 


Wa „ | | 7 cauſe . 


2 * l * 
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i E88AY ON EPITAPHS- | 18 
cauſe the. mind is loſt in the extent of any indefinite 
idea, and cannot be aſſected with what it cannot com- 

5 e When we hear only of a good Or great man, 

ve Know not in what claſs to place him, nor have any 
notion of his character diſtin& from that of a thouſand 
others; his example can have no effect upon our con- 

duct, as we have nothing remarkable or eminent to pro- 
poſe to our imitation. The Epitaph, compoſed by En- 


nius for his own tomb, N both the n laſt men- 
tioned: 7 3 50 b 0 5 i : 
; a i ; 
Nemo, me evoret: lacramis, 1 nec funera, fleru 
Faxit. Cur? volito vivu' per, ora virum. 


The reader of this Epitaph receives ſcarce any i idea 1 


from it; he neither conceives any veneration for the man 
to whom it belongs, nor is inſtructed by what nne 
this boaſted reputation is to be obtained. 3 
Though a ſepulchral inſeription is profeſſedly a pane- 8, 
gyric, and, therefore not confined to hiſtorical imparti- 
ality, yet it ought always to be written with regard to 


truth. No man ought to be commended for virtues 
Which he never. poſſeſſed; ' but whoever is curious to 


know his faults, muſt enquire after them in other places; 


the monuments of the dead are not intended to perpe-. 


tuate the memory of crimes, but to exhibit patterns of 
virtue. On the tomb of Mæcenas, his luxury is not to 
be mentioned with his munificence, nor. is the proſcrip- 
tion to find a place on the monument of Auguſtus. 8 
T ꝰbe beſt ſubject for Epitaphs is private virtue; virtue 


exerted in the ſame circumſtances in which the bulk of _ 
mankind are placed, and which, therefore, may admit 
of many imitators.” He that has delivered his country 


from oppreſſion, or freed the world from ignorance and 
error, cam excite the emulation of a very ſmall number z 
bur he that has repelled the temptations of poverty, and 

diſdained to free himſelf from diſtreſs at the expence of 
his virtue, may animate multitudes, by his example, 
So gs ru: 2 8 of heart and e of N | 


* 


; 4 * 7 9 * 1 
ö % 


ESSAY ON ter Arn. 


"of this kind I cannot forbear the mention of dr 
Greek inſcriptipns; one upon a man whoſe writings ars 
well known; the other, upon a perſon whoſe memory 
is preſerved only in her Epitaph; who both lived in back 

vi the moſt calamitous Rate 1 in human life. e 


. * SF 


— 5 ew th proves r Tot , | (Fn 5 
Ka ww n 107 ow daubef run. 5 


. quz ſolo foit olim corpore ſervay 
8 8 nunc etiam Ubera facta fait. 8 
7 Zoſi ima, who in hat: life could oaly have . 

body enſlaved, now finds her Gros likewiſe pg 

| ſer at liberty.” e 5 2 


It is impoſſible to cond this 3 wor bein 
animated to bear the evils of life with conſtancy, a 
to ſupport the dignity of human nature under the moſt 
preſſing afflictions, both by the example of the heroine, 
whoſe grave we behold, and the proſpect of that ſtate in 
which, to uſe the language of the inſpired writers, The 
x 5-9-4 ceaſe from their che and the weary be at 
Te — 


tans other i is upon Epidterus, the Noie philoſopher. | 


A. Emullyr®- yropanr, xo (wp „ 
Ka ems n x * Ab e e 


| Servus EpiQetus, ail corpore with | 
"FARO" 1 . n OO: 


ee poor as the Ae ia be proverbs 
- and the fayourite of Heavens” LIN 


13 this diſtich is compriſed the nobleſt panegyric, pd 
the moſt 1 important inſtruction. We may learn from it 
that virtue is impracticable in no condition, ſinee Epic. 
tergs could recommend himſelf t to the regard of 21 : 

; "16 ami 


— 


+ EB8SAY ON EPITAPHS, 1 53 
amidſt the temptations of poverty and ſlavery ; avery, 
Which has always been found ſo deſtructive to virtue, 
e that, in many languages, a flave and a thief are ex- 
| preſſed by the, ſame, word. And we may be lkewiſe 
_ admoniſhe by it, not to lay any fireſs on a man's out- 
ward circumſlances, in making an eſtimate of his real 
value, fince Epictetus the beggar, the eripple, and the 
ſlave, was the favourite of Heaven. I 
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ORIGINALLY PRINTED IN THE VISITQR. | 


= 1 FI . : 4 5 £4 3 = 


contributes more to the cultivation of av ne than 
remarks. on the works of thoſe who have moſt excelled. 


I ſhall therefore endeavour, at this. viſit, to entertain the . 


oung ſtudents in poetry with an examination of Pope's 
pitaphs. „„ . | 


that it is an inſcription on a tomb. An Epitaph, there- 
fore, implies no particular character of writing, but 


may be compoſed in verſe or proſe. - It is indeed com- 


. monly panegyrical, becauſe we are ſeldom diſtinguiſhed 


with a ſtone but by our friends; but it has no rule to 


_ reſtrain or modify it, except this, that it ought not to be 


longer than common beholders may be expected to have 


* ; ft 
4 


; | . T. : 


. Wyßthyhamin Suſſex. ö 
; Dor ſet, the grace of courts, the Muſe's pride, 
Patron of arts, and judge of nature, dy d; 

The ſcourge of pride, tho“ ſanctioned or great, 

Of fops in learning, and of knaves in ſtate; 


* 


5 


VERY art is beſt taught by example. Nothing - 


To define an Epitaph is uſeleſs; every one knows 


} # 


On CHARLES Earl of Dorſet, in the church of 


Yet fofe b * nature, tho” e bis 0 fs 
His anger moral, and his: wiſdom gay. EE” 
| Bleſt ſatyriſt! who touch'd the mean fo true 

As thow'd, vice had his hate and pity too. 

| | Bleſt courtzer! who-could: king and country pleaſes? 
Yet ſacred keep his friendſhips and his eaſe, 

... Bleſt peer | his great forefathers every grace 

Reflecting, and reflected on his race; 
Where other Buekhurſts, other Dorſets ſhine, 
And 5 patriots till, or poets, deck the line. 


= kr diſtich of this E, itaph Rees a 1 of i 
fe hee which few at want, that the man 2 
whom the tomb was erected, died, There are indeed 
ſome qualities worthy of praiſe aſcribed to the dead, but 
none that were likely to exempt him from the lot of 
man, or incline us much to wonder that he ſhouldir, 
What is meant by judge of nature, is not eaſy to ſay. 
| Nature is not the object of human judgment, for it is 
Vain to judge where we cannot alter. If by Nature is 
meant, what is commonly called Nature by the critics, | 

a juſt repreſentation of things really exiſting, and actions 
really performed, Nature cannot be properly oppoſed to 

: Art; j 38 eing, in this ON IE. * bell: effect 


me denk. re — 5 


ok this cou uplet, the d 1 is not, what 3s in- 
tended, an illuſtration of che former. Pride in the Great 
42 indeed well enough connected with knaves in ſtate, 
- though K naves is a word rather too ludicrous and light; 
* the mention of ·ſanctioned pride? will not lead the _} 
thoughts to fops in learning,” but rather to ſome ipecie 
2 of tyranny or oppreſſion, 1 a gioam y _ . 

* more eee e 1 5 


5 


* 


ves ſoft his nature —== . 1 FIT | 
AC This i is a high compliment, but was not firſt beſtowed - 
Phy Dorler by ** Thx next verſe is 8 wht 


Pisser AT ION” oN: THE | 


wr 4 


Bleſt fatyriſt! 1 ; 4 9 5 : TIC, £5 5 


"a this diſtich is ab ine of which 5 Was not 
the author, I do not mean to blame theſe imitations 
. much harſhneſs; in long performances they are 

carcely to be avoided; and in ſhorter they may be in- 


dulged, becauſe the train of the compoſition why natu» 


rally involve them, or the ſcantineſs of the ſubject allow 
little choice. However, what. is borrowed is not to be 


enjoyed as our own; and it is the buſineſs of critical-juſ- 


tice to give every bird of the Muſes his Proper feathers. 
Bleſt courier! 55 


| Whether a courtier can 8 be een "Op 
A his eaſe ſacred, may, perhaps, be diſputable. 
To pleaſe king and country, without ſacrificing friend- 


hip to any change of times, was a very uncommon in- 


\ ſtance of eee or felicity, and deſerved to be kept 
ſeparate, from fo poor a commendation as care of this 


" eaſe. I wiſh our ny would attend a little more accu- 


rately to the uſe of the word Sacred, which ſurely ſhould 
never be dvolied; i in a ſerious compoſition, but where 
ſome reference may be made to a higher Being, or where - 
ſome duty is exacted or implied. A man may keep his 
friendſhip Sacred, becauſe promiſes of friendſhip are very 

awful ties; but methinks * cannot, but in a burleſque 
| _ * ſaid to keep his l Ne. | 


; + 1 


Bleſ peer . 


The bleſſing Aisbeck 1 to The Peer bas" no connexion 
with his peerage; they might happen to any other man, 
Whoſe anceſtors were remembered, or whoſe poſterity | 
were likely to be regarded. 
I know not whether this Epitaph be Foy: either of 
his IT, or of the man FOO,” 


% | 


_ _ 


F ar . 


on Sir William Trumbal, one ot FI e Soars 
taries of State to King William III. N having. 
reſigned his place, ag 0 in his retirement at cars 

| e in Berkſhire, 1716, 3 | 


Ks 1 * +; 


A pleſiang form, a firm yet cautious . 4 
Sincere tho? prudent; conſtant, yet n 3 
Faoncur unchang'd, a pridciple profeſt, 

Fix d to one fide, but moderate to the reſt: „ 
An honeſt courtier, yet a patriot too; 5. * 
; | Juſt to his prince, and to his country true: = 
Fill'd with the ſenſe of age, the fire of yourny”” OEM 
| A. ſcorn of wrangling, yet a zeal for truthz — 
A generous faith, from ſuperſtition free; | 5 
5 A love to peace, and hate of tyrann x. N 5 
Bauch this man was; who now, from earth remon'd, | 
At length OE that 1 he lov' d. . 


In this Epitaph, as in many others, hes” appears at 
the firſt view, a fault which I think ſcarcely any beauty 
can compenſate. The name is omitted. The end of an 

"Epi itaph is to convey ſome account of the dead; and to 
«7 t purpoſe is any thing told of him whoſe name is 
"concealed? An Epitaph and a Hiſtory of a nameleſs 
| ow are equall abſurd, ſince the virtues and qualities, 
ſo recounted in either, are ſcattered at the mercy of for- 
| rune, to be appropriated by gueſs, The narne, jt is true, 
may be read upon the ſtone; but what obligation has it 
to the poet, whoſe verſes wander over the earth, and 
leave their ſubject behind them; and who is forced, like 
an unſkilful x nts to make his ren known by Wh: 
ventitious help? 
This Epitaph is holly Ear $I er ne) con- 
tains nothing ſtriking or particular; but the poet is not 
to be blamed for the defects of his ſubject. He ſaid, 
perhaps, the beſt that could be ſaid. There are, how- 
ever, ſome defects Which were not made neceſſary by 
the character i on We he e e Thore is no 
1 8 e 


* . . 
. ; 


. 
%. 7 
88 


1 Diss rRTATTOW on THE 


oppoſition between an Honeſt Courtier and a Patriot, for 
an Honeſt Courtier cannot but be a Patriot. 
It was unſuitable to the nicety required in ſhort com? 
poſitions to cloſe his verſe with the word Too; every | 
rhyme ſhould be a word of emphaſis; nor can this rule 
be ſafely neglected, except where the length of the poem 
makes flight inaccuracies excuſable, or allows room for 
beauties boftelem to overpower the effects of petty faults. 
At the beginning of the ſeventh line the word Filled 
is weak and proſaic, having no particular adaptation to 
any of the words that follow it 
The thought in the laſt line is impertinent, having no 
connexion with the foregding character, nor with the 
condition of the man deſcribed. _ Had the Epitaph been 
Written on the poor conſpirator * Who died lately in pri- 
ſon, after a confinement of more than forty years, with- 
out any crime proved againſt him, the ſentiment had 
been juſt and pathetical; but why ſhould Trumbal be 


congratulated 9 285 his _ who bal nevet 1 , 
— refiraint? V * 


# 


me, + 


| On the Hon. Simon 'Harcourt, onl "a 4 hs "a 
Chancellor Harcourt, at the church of e 
_ . Court in Oxfordſhire, 1720. FL. 


5 To this ſad ſhrine, whoCer thou art, "AS near: 
+, Here lies the friend moſt lov'd, the fon moſt dear; 
Who ne'er knew joy, but friendihip might - 
Or gave his father grief bat when he dy d. 
How van is reaſon | eloquence how weak ! 
If Pope muſt tell what Harcourt can not fea, 
On, let thy once-lov'd friend inſcribe thy ſtone, 
ö Ana, with: a father's forrows, mix his 1 7 574 


13 This Rpiraph i is origivipaity remarkable for the artful 
x introduction of che ame, Which is inſerted with a pe- 


3 Irn. Berat“ See Cen. May, val; vi. Yu s 
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BPITAPHS, OF. POPE... i. 3 


outiar felieity, to which chance muſt concur with genius, 
which no man can hope to attain twice, and which can 
not be copied but with ſervile imitation Bo 
I cannot. but wiſh that, of this inſcription, 2 b, 
7 laſt lines had been omitted, as they take N en * 
E they do wid 9 EI 


on I A E 8. cRAGE 8, iQ. 
Ti Weſtminſter-Abbey. 25 


l Jaconus CAA 
Regi Magna Britanniz a ſecretis 
et conſiliis ſanctioribus 
: princh ks pariter ac populi amor et deliciz e 
; a 5 vixit titulis et invidia major, 


$35 47 


ob. Feb. xvi. 1720. 


2 g 


a 6s, yet friend to truth ' of delten, 
In action faithful, and in honour clear ! | 


Who broke no promiſe, ſerv'd no private end; 
W bo gain'd no title, and who loſt no friend ; 


Prais d, wept, and honour , by the Muſe he lod. 5 
The lines on Craggs were not originally intended He 
an Epitaph, and . ſome faults are to be imputed 
8 the violence with which they are torn from the poem 
at firſt contained them. We may, however, obſerve. 
ſome defects. There is a redundancy of words in the J 
flirſt couplet; it is ſuperfluous to tell of him who was 
ſincere, true, and faithful; that he was in honour clear. 
There ſeems to be an oppoſition intended in the fourth ' 
line, which is not very obvious: where is the wond | 
at he gained no title, and loſt no friend. 2 8 
It may be proper here to remark the abſurd: ty of j join- 1 
ing, in the ſame inſcription, Latin and Engliſh, or Make i 
_ wag If either W be 9 $0 * a 3 


* 


annos heu paucos VVV 


Ennobled by himſelf, by all approv'd; pork 55 


n 
let that only be uſed; for no reaſon can be given why 
part of the information ſhould be given in one tongue, 
and part in another, on a tomb more than in any other | 
place, or any other occaſion; and to tell all that can be 
conveniently told in verſe, and then to call in the help 
of proſe, has always the appearance of a very artleſs ex- 
* Pedient, or of an attempt unaccompliſhed. Such an 
Epitaph reſembles the converſation of a foreigner, who 
tells part of * ine by worn and ks aa 
Hgns. - . | 0 
Intended for Mr. Rows, in Weſtminſter-Abbey. 


\ Toy reliques, Rows; to this fair urn we truſt, 

- And, ſacred, place by Dryden's awful duſt: 
engath a rude and nameleſs ſtone he lies, 13 

"To which thy tomb ſhall guide enquiring eyes. 

Peace to thy gentle ſhade, and endleſs reſt l 

Bleſt in thy genius, in thy love too bleſt! 

. Wharf teful woman to thy fame ſupplies _ 

whole thanklefs land to his denies. 5 


— 


Or this inſcription the Thief fault is, that it 8 
| leſs to Rowe, for whom it was written, than to Dryden, 
who was buried near him; and indeed gives very little 
infot mation colicerning either. 5 
The wiſh, peace to thy ſhade, i is too mythological 
to be admitted into a Chriſtian temple ; the ancient wor- 
ſhip has infected almoſt all our other compoſitions, and 
might therefore be contented to ſpare our Epitaphs. Let 
fickion, at leaſt, ceaſe with life; and let us be ſerious 
over the Brave. . „„ 1 


— 


| On Ms 1 who died of 1 5 a Breaſt, 


wy Here reſts a woman, good without pretence, 
Bleſt with plain reaſon, and with ſober ſenſe; 5 
No conqueſts ſhe, but o'er herſelf defir'd; © 


7 4 > 


No arts eſſay d, * t e be adinir'd; lhe Vi 


1 5 


* 


PPITAPHS. or ror R. 1 


| . and pride were to her ſoul unknowy, 
Convinc'd that virtue only i is our own. N Rs 4 
80 unaffected, ſo compos d a mind, 
o firm, yet ſoft, fo ſtrong, yet ſo refin'd, 
© Heaven, as its pureſt gold, by toxtures 7 | 
I The faint ſuſtain” d it, but the woman dy'd.; 


I have always conſidered this; as the woll valuable of 5 


all Pope's Epitaphs : the ſubject of it is a character not 
diſcriminated by any ſhining or eminent peculiarities z 
yet that which really makes, though not the ſplendor, 
the felicity of life; and that which every wiſe man will 
chuſe for Kin final and laſting companion in the languor 
of age, in the quiet of privacy, when he departs, weary 


and diſguſted from the oſtentatious, the volatile, and 


the vain. Of ſuch a character, which the dull overlook: 


and the gay deſpiſe, it was fit that the value ſhould be 


made known, and the dignity eftabliſhed, Domeſtic 
virtue, as it is exerted without great occaſions, or con- 
ſpicuous conſequences, in an eyen unrioted tenor, re- 


name in the verſes? 
If the particular lines of this inſcription be 1 


— 


* quired the genius of Pope to diſplay i it in ſuch a manner. 
2s might attract regard, and enforce reverence, Who 
can forbear to lament that this amiable woman has 9M, 


it will appear leſs faulty than the reſt, There is ſcarce. 


one line taken from common places, unleſs it be that in 
which only virtue is ſaid to be our own, I once heard 


a lady of great beaut ty and elegance object to the fourth 
Une, that it containe 
WF Of * let the lg e 


* 


o. the Wengen of he. Hol” Roben Digby, 3 


of his Siſter fe Ot erected by their F ather the Lord 
Digby, in the u 


So! fair example of untainted: un. 
Of „ and pacific truth 
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an unnatural 1 EE n 


2 of Sherborne in . * 5 
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DISSERTATION ON THE 


Compos'd in ſufferings, ang i in joy ſedate ; © | 
| Good without noiſe, without pretenſion great: 
uſt of thy word, in every thought ſincere; oh; 

ho knew no with but what the world mga hear 2 * 

f ſaftelt manners, unaffected mind, . | 
Lover of peace, and friend of human-kind : :: my 

So, live! for Heaven's eternal year ins - 
5 Go, and exalt thy mortal to divine. So a 


And thou; bleſt maid! attendant on his doom . 
Penſive haſt follow d to the ſilent tom, © ü 
Steer d the ſame courſe to the ſame quiet ſhore, 
Not parted long, and now to part no more! 
Go, then, where only bliſs fincere is known! 
Go, where to love and to enjoy are ne! 


| Yet take theſe tears, mortality's relief; 
And till we ſhare your joys, forgive our grief: 
"Theſe little rites, a ſtone, a verſe receive 

$7 Tis all a father, all Aa friend can give. : 


This Epi ph contains of the brother 6017 a RE 
indileriminate character; and of the ſiſter . nothing bur 
chat ſhe died. The difficulty in writin ſtaphs 1s to 
give a particular and appropriate 9 hh how- 
ever, is not always to be performed, whatever bc the 
diligence or ability of the writer; for the greater part 
of mankind have no character at all, have little that dif- 
tinguiſhes them from others equally good or bad, and 
therefore nothing can be ſaid of them which may not be 
ap lied with equal propriety to a thouſand more, It is 
indeed no great panegyric, that there is incloſed in this 
tomb one who was born in one year, and died in ano- 
ther ; yet many uſeful and amiable lives have been ſpent, 
which yet leave little materials for any other memorial. 
Theſe are however not the proper ſubjects of poetry; 
and whenever friendſhip, or any other motive, obliges 
a poet to write on ſuch ſubjects, he muſt be forgiven if 
he ſometimes wanders in generalities, and utrers the ſame 
praiſes over different tombs. | 
The ſcantineſs of human praiſes can ſcarcely. be als 
3s more 7 * by Can how often I has, 

| ; in 
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„ Sram or POPE. | = 
in the this Epitaphs which he ae found it ne- 
ceſſary to borrow from himſelf. The fourteen Epitaphs 
which he has written compriſe about an hundred and 4 
forty lines, in 'which there are more repetitions than wil! 
eaſily be found in all the reſt of his works. In the eight 
lunes which make the character of Digby, there is ſcarce - _ 
any thought or word which my not be found 1 in the 
| other Epita hs. | 
The ninth line, which Is: ne" the: Arongeſt and moſt 
elegant, is borrowed from Dryden. The concluſion is 
the ſame with that on e 5 but 1 is DEER more Hogue | 
and Velber . | 


* * 2 ? 4 8 
* 8 I , 7 J 
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On Sir W N L KR, 
In Weſtminſter-Abbey, 1723. . 


5 ©Kidelter; by Heaven, and not a maſter, 3 We 
( | Whoſe art was nature, and. whoſe pictures thought, 
<6 Now for two ages, having ſnatch'd from fate 
Whate er was beauteous, or whate'er was great, 
Lies crown'd with princes honours, poets lays, | 
Due to his merit, and brave thirſt of praiſe, | 25 i 


5 - Living, great Nature fear d he might outvie 
1 Her 8 and, dying, fears herſelf may die. 


= Oft this E pitaph the firſt couples is wand 4 the fe We” 
not bad; he third is deformed with a broken metaphor; 
"the word crowned not being applicable to the honogs 

or the lays; and the fourth is entirely borrowed from the 


. in e but ol 8 * eee 
- Dur Seeed e WIr un ae, 
: . Weſtminſter-Abbey, 1 1729. 


Y Z "oe, Withers, reſt! thou braveſt, genclel dag)! 
* W iy country's friend, but more of human-kind 850 ö oo: 


WE ; 
3 


1 DISSERTATION: on THE. 


O!] born to arms! O! worth in youth rab 
Ol ſoſt humanity, in age belov'd! 
For thee the hardy veteran drops a tear, 
And the gay courtier feels the ſigh ſincere. 


Withers, adieu ! yet not with thee remove 9 
Thy martial ſpirit, or thy ſocial love! 
-  Amidft corruption, luxury, and rage, 
Still leave ſome ancient virtues to our age: 
Nor let us fay (thoſe Engliſh glories gone) 15 
The laſt true Amen lies beneath this, fone. 5 1 . 


The Epitaph on Withers affords anether 111 ot 
common-places, though ſomewhat diverſified by mingled 
ualities, and the peculiarity of a profeſſion. | 5 
The ſecond couplet. is abrupt, general, and un- 
Slexfivgy' exclamation ſeldom ſucceeds in our language 
and I think it may be obſerved, that the W O, uſed 
at the beginning of a ſentence, always offends. 
The third couplet is more happy; the value expreſſed 
for him, by different ſorts of men, raiſes him to eſteem ; | 
there is yet ſomething of the common cant of ſuperficial 
_. fatyriſts, who ſuppoſe that the inſincerity of a courtier 
| deſtroys all his ſenſations, and that he is equally a diſ- 
ſembler to the living and the dead. 5 
At the third couplet I ſhould wiſh 1 Epitaph to 
cloſe, but that I ſhould be unwilling to loſe the two next 
lines, which yet are dearly bought if they cannot 15 re · | 
Tron YO the Toy _ en OT * 


: On Mr. Ex1ijan FENTON, 
. At Eaſt- Hamſted in mee 1730. 


This modeſt tone, what 1 vain marbles . 5 
May, truly ſay, here lies an honeſt man: "rx 
A poet bleſt beyond a poet's fate, 

Whom Heaven kept ſacred from the proud and 0 great 4 
Foe to loud praiſe, and friend to learned caſt, 5 


vale of e. „„ 
cena 


4 8 he look'd on either life, and here =p 8 
Saw nothing to regret, or there to fern 


- EPITAPHS ON POPEs/ £ 


From Nature's temperate. feaſt roſe fatisfy'd Ki 1 0 5 : 
Thank'd Heaven chat he had liv'd, and that, he dy! * 3 


The firſt couplet of this Kpiraph i is borrowed "Ne 


25 


Craſhaw. The four next lines contain a ſpecies of 


praiſe peculiar, original, and juſt. Here, therefore, the 


2 inſcription ſhould have ended, the latter part F 


nothing but what is common to every man who is wiſe 
and good. The character of Fenton was fo amiable, 


that I cannot forbear to wiſh for ſome poet or biographer 


ro diſplay it more fully for the advantage of poſterity. 


5 Tf he did not ſtand in Ga firſt rank of genius, he may 


claim a place in the ſecond; and, whatever criticiſm may 
object to his .. confars. could kd, 1 little 60 


e eee e yn en OL 


55 


„ e % pe 2 RT 
On Mr. Gar, 1 in Weſtminſter-Abbey, 1798. 8 
Kt okt: manners gende. of affe@tions pwnd { 5 rr Lol 


With native eee ng virtuous rage, 

Fiorm'd to delight at  cemper laſh the age: ua 5 

Above temptation in a low eſtate; 

And uncorrupted, een among the great; 

A ſafe companion, and an ty friend, 
Duablam'd through life, lamented in thy dl”? 
- Theſe are thy honours.! not that here thy buſt 

Is min'd with heroes, or with kings thy duſty _—_ 
But that the worthy and the good hall far | 
W Strikiag their penſive boſoms.— Here lies G 9 8 ac 


As Gay was the favourite of dur author; this Epi mph. - 


Was probably written with an uncommon degree of at- 
tention; yet it is not more ſucceſsfully executed than the- 
reſt; for it will not always happen that the ſacceſs-of a 


poet is proportionate to his labour. The ſame obſerva- 


tion may be extended to all works of imagination, which 
ure. an inf N * cauſes Wholl PX out of the per- 


Fr P 


YR. 7 a cabs 
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* _ former's power, by hints of which he perceives not we = 
origin, by ſudden elevations of mind which he cannot 
produce in himſelf, and which ſometimes riſe when be 1 
expects them leaſt. a 
; The two parts of the frt hag are only echo #Y each | 
21 gentle manners and mild affections, if my ot mean | 
thing, muſt mean the ſame. _ 4 
at Gay was a man in wit is a very fright commen= 
* to have the wit of a man is not much for a poet. 
The wit of man, and the ſimplicity of a child, make a 
poor and vulgar contraſt, and raiſe no ideas of excellence, | 
© either intellectual or moral. „ 
In the next couplet, rage is leſs rinpbely introduced 4 
after the mention of mildneſs and gentleneſs, which are 
made the conſtituents of his character; for a man ſo 
mild and gentle, to temper his rage was not difficult. 
The next line is unharmonious in its ſound, and mean 
in its conception; the oppoſition is obvious ; ; and the | 
word laſh, uſed abſolutely, and without any ne 155 
tion, is groſs and improper. Eb 
To be above temptation in poverty, and free ; | 
corruption among the great, is indeed ſuch a peculiarity | 
as deſerved notice. But to be a ſafe companion is praiſe . 
merely negative, ariſing not from the poſſeſſion of virtue, 
but the abſence of vice, and that one of the moſt odious. 
As little can be added to his character, by afferting 
| that he was lamented in his end. Every man that dies 
1s, at leaft by the writer of his Epitaph, ſuppoſed to be 
lamented; and therefore this general lamentation does no 
- _ honour to Ga | 
The eight Art "wig have no grammar, the adjeRtives 
E w_ png any ſubſtantive, and the epithets without a 
ſubje 
The thought in the laſt line, that Gay i is buried in che 
boſoms of the worthy and the good, who are diſtin- 
guiſhed only to lengthen the line, is ſo dark that few un- 
deeꝛrſtand it; and fo 2 7 An, it is N _ fall 
re e ee * 1 


Pg a 


rrtrarüs or vor. 16899 {Þ 


XII. | 


Lavendel r 8s . Newrom, - 
. emen 1 


ISAACU 8 NEW T ONIU x” 
— Immortalem 5 
_ Teftantue ] s, Natura, Colum: 
| ß 
Hoc marmor fatetur. | 


4 7 17 Wange 8 Nature's laws la id hid in night} 
J faid, Let Newton be! and all was Teh. 


ot this Epitaph, ſhort as it is, che faults 48 not to 
hs very few. Why part ſhould be Latin and part Engliſh, 
it is not eaſy to diſcover. In the Latin, the oppoſition 
of immortalis and mortalis is a mere ſound, or a mere 
quibble; he is not immortal in any ſenſe contrary to. that 
( -m which he is mortal, _ 2 
Inn the verſes the thought is cbyiows; _ the e words 7 
night and * are 15 e allied. 


On EpaonD Duke of 88 who Hed in a the | 
| 19th Year of his Age, 1735+ 7 


| If modeſt youth, with cool reflection crown 'd, 
5 And every opening virtue 3 round, 
Could ſave a parent” s juſteſt pride from fate, 
Or add one patriot to a finking tate, 
This weeping marble had not aſk'd thy tear, 
Or ſadly told, how many hopes lie here: 
The living virtue now had ſhone approv'd, _ 
The ſenate heard him, and his country lov'd. | 
|. », Yet ſofter honours and leſs noiſy fame 
Attend the ſhade of gentle Buckingham: 
Ia whom a race, for courage fam'd and art, 
Ends in the milder merit of the heart: 
And, chiefs or ſages long to Britain given, 
| Pays the * wanne on a ſaint to heaven, 
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This Epitaph Mr. Warburton prefers to the reſt; bos | 
I know not for what reaſon. To crown with reflection 
is ſurely a mode of ſpeech approaching to nonſenſe, 
Opening virtue blooming round,” ſomething like tau= 
tology : the fix following lines are poor and, profaic., At 
is another couplet uſed for arts, that a rhyme may be had 
to heart. 'T he ſix laſt lines are the beſt, but not ex- 
cellent. 
Phe reſt of his ſepulchral de hardly deſerve 
the notice of criticiſm. The contemptible Dialogue be- 
tween He and She ſhould have been e ee for the 
author's ſake. 
In his laſt Epitaph on himſelf, in which he attempts 
- co be jocular upon one of the few things that make wiſe 
men ſerious, he confounds the living man with che toad: ; 


cc Under this Sans. or 8 this Bs. 1 
6 or under this turf, ke. TY 5 


. * When a man is once buried, the ths dir whit — 
be is buried is eaſily decided. He forgot that though he 
wrote the Epitaph in a ſtate of uncertainty, yet it could 
not be laid over him till his grave was made. Such is 
the folly of wit when it is ill employed. . _ | 
The world has but little new; even this wretchedneſs 


1 to have been borrowed from the following tuncles ; 
lines: | | | | | 


Ludovici Areofti 3 5 
Sub hoc marmore, vel ſub hac humo, & | 
Sub quicquid yoluit benignus hxres 
Sive hærede benignior comes, ſeu 
 Opportunivs incidens Viator: 85 
Nam ſcire haud potuit futura, fed nee 
Tanti erat vacuum ſibi cadaver e 
Ut utnam cuperet parare vivens, 
Vivens ifta tamen fibi paravit. 
Que inſcribi voluit ſoo ſepulchr) 
Olim 7204 haberetis e 5 


Io 


Surely Ariofto did not venture to expect that bly trifle 
would have Ever had ſuch an illuſtrious 1 iter. 1 5 
| | H 1 


| 
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TRE ENGLISH COMMON SOLDIERS, 


_ the ſoldiers will follow ;* and that the Engliſh ſoldiers _ | 


» 
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DY thoſe who have compared the military genius of 8. 
the Engliſh with that of the French nation, it is re» 
marked that * the French officers will always lead, if 


will always follow, if their officers will lead. 


In all pointed ſentences ſome degree of accuracy muſt - +? 


— 


willing than the French to lead; but it is, I think, uni- 
verſally allowed, that the Engliſh ſoldiers are more will- 


be ſacrificed to conciſeneſs; and, in this compariſon, out 


_ officers ſeem to loſe what our ſoldiers gain. I know nor 


any reaſon for ſuppoſing that the Engliſh officers are leſs 


ing to follow. Our nation may. boaſt, beyond any 


other people in the world, of a kind of epidemic bravery, 
diffuſed equally through all its ranks. We can ſhew a 


_ peaſantry of heroes, and fill our armies with clowns, _ J 


commands, like that which the perverſe Cartelians im- 3 


gularity, great exactneſs of diſcipline, and great confi» 1 


whoſe courage may vie with that of their general. 
There may be ſome pleaſure in tracing the cauſes f 

this plebeian magnanimity. The qualities which com- 

monly make an army formidable, are long habits of re- 


dence in the commander. Regularity may, in time, 
produce a kind of mechanical obedience to ſignals and 


- = ; : | * | - 
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ing any qualities ſuperior to his own, _ 
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Tc n „ 


nnn * 8 q * 
4 * OSD - % % 25 


. 
* * 


pute to animals: diſcipline may impreſs ſuch an we 
upon the mind, that any danger ſhall be leſs dreaded 
than the danger of puniſnment; and confidence in the 


wiſdom or fortune of the general, may induce the ſoldiers 


to follow him blindly to the moſt dangerous enterprize. 
What may be dene by diſcipline and regularity may 


be ſeen in the troops of the Ruſſian empreſs and Pruſſian 
monarch. We find that they may be broken without 


confuſion, and repulſed without flight. 


: 


: But the Evgliſh troops have none of theſe requiſites 


in any eminent degree. Regularity is by no means part 
of their character: they are rarely exerciſed, and thete-_ 
fore ſhew very little dexterity in their evolutions as, bodies 
of men, or in the manual uſe of their weapons as indi- 
viduals; they neither are thought by others, nor by 
themſelves, more active or exact than their enemies, and 


therefore derive none of their courage from ſuch ima» | 
ginary ſuperiority. 0 FL 8 


The manner in which they are diſperſed in quarters 
over the country during times of peace, naturally pro- 


duces laxity of diſcipline: they are very little in ſight of 
their officers; and, when they are not engaged in the 
; flight duty of the guard, are ſuffered to live—every man 


his own way. | 


* 


The equaſity of Engliſ privileges, the impartiality of 


our laws, the freedom of our tenures, and the proſperity 


| of our trade, diſpoſe us very little to- reverence of ſupc. 


riors. It is not to any great efteem of the officers that 
the Engliſh ſoldier is indebted for his ſpirit in the hout 


of battle; for perhaps it does not often happen that he 
thinks much better of his leader than of himſelf. The 
French Count, who has lately publiſhed the Art of War, 


Temarks how much ſoldiers are animated, when they ſee 
pll their dangers ſhared ty thoſe who were born to be 


k. their maſters, and whom they conſider as beings of a dif- 
ferent rank. The Engliſhwan deſpiſes ſuch motives of 
\ courage; he was born without a maſter, and looks not 


on any man, however we Wk by lace or titles, as de- 
riving from nature any claims to his reſpect, or inherits 


The 


— 


Pa 


nor has there been, for more than a century, any wa | 
that put the property or liberty of a ſingle Engliſhman 


in danger. 


Property they are both commonly without. Liberty is, 
to the loweſt rank of every nation, little more than the 
chaqice of working or ſtarving; and this choice is, I ſupp- 
5 N equally allowed in every country. The Engliſh 

0 


proceeds, in my opinion, from that diſſofution of depen- | © 


has no need of any ſervile arts: he may always have _ 4 


ployer, than his employer is to him. While he looks 
for no protection from others, he is naturally rouſed to 
be his own protèctor; and, having nothing to abate his 
_ eſteem of himſelf, he conſequently aſpires to the eſteem 


man of honour, diſdainful of obligation, impatient of 
reproach, and deſirous of extending his reputation among 
rhoſe of his own rank; and as courage is in moſt frequent 
this negleCt of ſubordination, I do not deny that ſome- i 
. power of the law does not'always ſufficiently ſupply the : I 
want of reverence, or maintain the proper diſtinction be??? 


of the inſolence of the populace, muſt remember, tha - 


_ "ENGLISH COMMON. SOLDIERS, 193 | 

There are ſome, perhaps, who would imagine that 1 
every Engliſhman fights better than the ſubjects of ab- 
ſolute governments, becauſe he has more to defend, . 
But what has the Engliſh more than the French ſoldier? 


x My 6 
1 3 
X 2 f 


dier ſeldom has his head very full of the conſtitution; 


Whence then is the courage of the Engliſh vulgar? It 


dence which obliges every man to regard his own cha- 
racter. While every man is fed by his own hands, he 


wages for his labour; and is no leſs neceſſary to his m- : 


of others. Thus every man that crowds our ſtreets is 43 


uſe, the fame of courage is moſt eagerly purſued. From 


inconveniencies may from time to time proceed: the 


4 | 2 6 3 © 
tween different ranks ; but good and evil will grow ug 


47 
7; 


in this world together; and they who complain, in peace, 1 


* 


their inſoleuce in peace is bravery in war. 
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